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RIVE. STREETS
'IN SIX MILES

J. A MACDONA}.D ON
PRINCE RUPERT PLANS

———

Second Readingiof Watgr Act
—Opposition t Goat River
Power Bill.

~

Legislative Press Eallery, Feb, 15.

The Houge started t‘he week well, get-
ting to work on time and keeping at it
until well on to six olclock. :

Several now points were byought out
by the leader of ine ppposition in crit-
jcizing the latest agreement with the
Grand Trunk Pacific in regard to
Prince Rupert townsite. Mr. M?,cdon-
ald spoke for half an| hour, making an
able speech. He spoke in the most
friendly manner possible as to the atti-
tude to be assumed towards the rail-
way, especially as co-partners with the
provinee in the townsite, but Tie emipha-
sized the matters in-which, as he con-
tended, the government had allowed the
future city to be handicapped. . ?

These included the failure to -provide
for street ends reaching the water front
except by overhead bridges at the pub-
Yce expense, the shytting up of two
sections of the city by the grant of
additional blocks of land at the mouths
of Hays creek and Morse creek, the
taking of two blocks of water front for
the province on land| which ran down
sheer froqm a height of sixty feet into
the water, and the fact that the water
deepens so rapidly that it will be al-

_most impossible to put in wharves out-
side the right-of-way, which is below
high water mark along the entire front
of the city. 3

In view of the fart that members
have Httle knowledge of the facts, and
that there are many |things which the

_plan filed by the railyvay and townsite
eompanies and approved of by the com-
missioner of lands ddes not show, Mr.
Macdonald moved for the reference of
the bill to a small I-Felect committee,

which could take evidence in one way
or another for the information of the
House, ‘r

The Water Clauses Consolidation Act,
the biggest piece of government legise
lation this session, was explained at
considerable length on the second read-
ing by the commissioner of lands, who
has it in charge. The minister spoke
for over an hour on the bill, going into
detail on some of the more important
features of it, and inviting the House to
asgist him in making it the perfect
measure its importance demands.

A hint was given this afternoon that
the Goat River Power Company’s bill
is-not going to get through. The com-
pany, promoted by Victoria people is
asking for wide [powers and-opposition

L Meveloped fp sowme of
U miPee giage. :
Rev, Percival Jenns| read prayers to-
Day, :
Criticised . Agreement,

“I was glad to hearfhe attorney-gen-
eral speaking in high terms of the G.
T. P.,” said J. A, Maqdonald in resum-
ing the debate on the townsite agree-
ment.  “He can hardly appreciate any
#more sincerely than I do what taat
great railway has dccomplished and
what it will accomplish in the future
for British Columbia, as well as for the
balance of this great Dominion. There

- was a -different note the other day in
the debate to that which was noted
some four or five years ago when the
&. T. P. was first promoted by the pres-
ent government at Ottawa, when gentle-
men opposite were perhaps not so con-
vinced that another great transconti-
nenta] railway was required across the
continent. ‘They are at one to-day with
Liberals here and elsewhere as to the
desirability for the comstruction of that
railway at the  earliest possible mo-
ment.”

The premier had spoken of the rail-
way being retarded and delayed by the
government, and it was to be taken
that this bill was genuinely intended to
facilitate as far as possible the opera:
tions of the company. Something: had
been said about mutual concessions;
that the government had made some
and received some in return for the
province. The difficulty he or any
eritic had, looking at the act, the order-
Ia-council and the maps and plans sub-
mitted by the government, was that the
data supplied to the House was not suf-
fieient to enable any member, without
speolal knowledge, to understand just
what was proposed by this legislation.

If he was not mistaken in his notion
the meaning of the subdivision of the
Iovyn ‘site was that, so|far as the water
front was concerned, extending for over
3,000 feet or Mmething like six miles,
ne provision at all h been made for
one single street end eaching the wa-
ber. Yet last session |gentlemen oppo-

culties which had ‘arigen in Vancouver
by reason of no provision having been
made in early ligeslation which would
protect the public interest with regard
to access to the sea. He would not
make the statement that there was not
r single street going to the sea on the
level. There was possibly one, but no
3pe looking at the plan would be able
tp decide whether there was a singie
gtreet. Two or three were provided for
by overhead bridge but unless Beach
street, in Block E, gave access to the
“ #sa on the level, no one, from the plan,
seuld tell where one single street end
game down to the sea on the leve] in
tfe whole long six miles of the water
front.
“If that'is the real state of affairs 1
submit that the agreement which the
ouse is asked to confirm is one which
ould not pass,” declared Mr. Macdon-
1d.

site had been heard ta{klng of the diffi-.

Cut Off From [the Sea.

This was not the only question he
wished to -discuss, he continued. He
Hesired to refer to something which
was as important as the failurd of the
government to provide access to the
sea. Block F, fifteen hundred feet in
length, as far as he could make out and
from what he eould learn from those
who knew the town, was the only block
sut of the whole 32,0b0 feet laid cut
which wasg of any redrl benefit to the
province. It was the only bloek which
came down to the sea on even ground.
Blocks D and H werd‘ on high bluffs,
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some sixty feet above deep water, to
‘Whieh the land ran down perpendicu-
larly. So far as these two blocks were
concerned they were of no value to the
province. Block F' was said to be very

part of Block E, given to the railway
company. Block E, 6,440 feet long,
right opposite the centre of the city,
was, he understood, the best of all.

Block F, if he understood the plan
aright, was rendered absolutely value-
less by reason that the railway track
cut it off from access to the sea. The
right-of-way ran along the front of
it and every other block. It covered
part of the water front, even below low
water, for nearly half the distance of
the frontage, and the whole water front
below high water. It was also to be re-
membered that at this particular place
in front -of Block F, the harbor was
deep. One hundred feet out the water
was seven fathomsg in depth, going down
almost perpendicularly from the shore.
There would be no possibility of erect-
ing wharves at any distance out from
low water mark. Even where wharves
could be placed they would have to be
filled in and brought up to-a level with
the railway track. If the premier would
explain how access was to be got to
wharves either on the level or by an
overhead bridge sufficiently high to al-
low locomotives to pass under, it would
be giving the House information which
could not be gleaned from the plan.

If his stand was right, so far as Block
F was concerned, the only piece of wa-
ter front the province got which was
worth having, would be worthless to
the future city. He proposed later on
to move for the referring of the bill to
a select committee for the purpose of
obtaining evidence as to matters af-
fected by the bill, so that members
would be in a position to get at the ex-
act facts as to the water front and the
exact manner in which the order-in-
council would dea] with the rlgh_ts of
the province.

Cutting Town in Two.

Taking up the old act, Mr. Macdon-
ald said that it conveyed 2,000 acres
to a subsidiary company to lay out a
townsite ,as corrollary to a grant _of
fourteen thousand odd acres to the rail-
way, the plan to be subject to the ap-
proval of the lieutenant-governor-in-
council, the necessary land to be allow-
ed for railway purposes and the water
front to be divided in blocks of not
less than one thousand feet. Since then
the lieutenant-governor-in-council had
decided that twenty-four acres were
sufficient for railway purposes, but in-
stead this order-in-council cited in the
bill gave the railway ninety-three acres,
sixty-nine acres more than the lieutan-
ant-governor-in-council thought neces-
sary. The railway company succeeded
in getting the choice pieces. If a cove
or 8 creek ran in which would be useful
for shipping, the company got where it
would be useful and the grants of addi-
tional lands for railway purposes ran
along these creeks,

The company got a block of land at
the mouth of Hayes creek, cutting the
centre of the city off from the west end,
running up like a tongue between the
main portion of the city and the west-
ern end, with no provision.for crossing
that tongue eéxcept possibly at Sixth
avenue, if ha'could judge from the plan.

at Sixth avenue then this tongue ©
land divided the city in two, and no
provision was made for a right-of-way
across it. The other large block on
Morse creek absolutely isolated an en-
tire section of the city, making an isl-
and of it, and again without provision
for ' access to this insular portion.
‘Water front Block B, belonging to the
province, was absolutely cut off from
the city by this means. There was a
provision for -6ne crossing from the
other portion to this water front block,
but otherwise it was cut off by, the
grant of seventy-four odd acres to the
company on Morse creek,

Five Bridges in Six Miles,

Mr. Macdonald went on to say he was
unable to see that there was a single
street going to the sea on the level, al-
though there was provision for some
going down by over head bridges, There
was one of these in Block H, and then
for a distance of over a milg and a half
(2.6 miles) there was not a single street
to the sea either on the leyel or by
overhead bridge; the city was‘absolute-
ly cut off from access to the sea as far
as the agreement fixed it. The next
overhead bridge was in Block F.

The other day the House had heard
the attorney-general saying that the
government had compelled the company
to do this and do that, to build bridges
and so ferth. The province was actual-
ly permitted . to build ‘an overhead
bridge. If he had been following aright
the controversies in cities where the
question was a burning one, as in To-
ronto, he thought the burden was al-
ways placed on the railways.
crossings were generally preferred by
railways as the easiest and best for
them, though not the safest, and where
the railway commission was appealed to
the railway companies generally had to
put in the overhead bridges. Yet this
company was graciously going to let
the province build bridges at its own
expense,

From McBride street to the middle of
block E was three thousand feet, and
the next overhead crossing was three-
quarters of a mile further on, in Block
D, with the possible exception of Beach
street.  There were possibly five over-
head bridges in six miles to be con-
structed at the cost of the province or
the future town. And these were the
concessiong the attorney-general had
boasted of the province getting.

What Province Was Entitled To,

“What were we entitled to?” contin-
ued Mr. Macdonald. ‘“To Insist, if we
ehose, on the water front being divided
in blocks not exceeding one  thousand
feet in length, or say thirty-two blocks
in all. We were entitled to select every
fourth block and to have the streets
and street ends go down to the sea as
the original agreement provided. This
'is what the province is entitled to un-
less this bill passes the House. We are
entitled to give access to the seg every
thousand feet at least and we are in
a position to compel the protection ,of
the future inhabitants of Prince Rupert
from the inconvenience , Vancouver is
suffering from to-day.”

The House, he said, was entitled to
know whether the deductiong he had
drawn from the plans as to Block ¥
were right; whether overhead bridges
would destroy the usefulness of the
block; whether Block D was situated
upon a high bluff of sixty feet with
practically a straight wall down to the
water; whether Block H was in the
same position, It was also entitled to
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fair. water front, perhaps as good as|

Level-
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know whether or not the province was
entitled to streets over these tongues
of land. - Without this information it
would be useless to discuss the bill. The
leader of the opposition continued:

Fair Treatment- for All

“Every Liberal is desirous of treat-
ing the railway company fairly. We
on this side are thoroughly desiroug of
helping on that great national work
that the Grand Trunk Pacific is carry-
ing out. We are prepared, as I say, to
treat them fairly. We showed that last
year when we supported the measure
to give them, on specified terms, the
province’s reversion in the Indian lands.
We are prépared to give them al] the
facilities on' the water front to which
they can reasonably lay. claim. But
we must remember that Prince Rupert
is the most northerly seaport in our
province, that it is the terminug of the
greatest railway on the North Ameri-
can continent, bar none. We know it
has such advantageous grades that it
can draw across the mountains heavier
loads than any other road on the con-
tinent. We know that we have in_the
Grand Trunk Pacific a great undertak-
ing, and the people of British Columbia
are willing to deal in no niggardly spirit
with it in the matter of terminal facil-
ities.

“We know that a great seaport will
be built up at Prince Rupert. It is our
duty to protect the future inhabitants.
It is our duty to look ahead and see
that the growth of the city in future
will not be impeded by surrendering all
these things of value to a seaport to
one railway company but reserve suffi-
cient to deal with any other railway
that may come in hereafter and require
some waterfront privileges in order to
carry on its business. That is the feel-
ing of the Libera] party and I am sure
it is the earnest desire on both sides to
have this agreement so framed that the
interests of the province and the peo-
ple of Prince Rupert will be alike safe-
guarded. It is our duty to see that
they are getting a fair deal.” (Hear,
hear.)

In conclusion Mr, Macdonald moved
“that the bill be not now read a second
time, but that it and all documents and
data bearing on the same be referred
to a select committee consisting of five
members, Messrs. Fulton, Garden, Hay-
ward, Naden and the mover, to investi-
gate fully the desirability of dealing
with the question in the way suggested
or any other way, to inquire into facts.
examine witnesses on oath or viva
voce, gather evidence, send for witness-
€s.or papers and report to this House.”

Hon. F. L. Carter-Cotton moved the
adjournment of the debate,

‘Water Act Consolidation Bill.

Hon. Mr. Fulton said h/e rose to move
the second rdading of the Water Act
consolidation bill] with a full realization
of * the importance of the measure.
Water was one of the most imperative
necessities of life, but it had besides
many very important uses in industrial
connections. One of the most pressing
uses- of water which had now to be
dealt with was that of irrigation,

Examining into the existing-law, Mr.
Fulton pointed out that the ordinary
common law riparian right te unim-
proved and undefited flow of water for
domestic uses prevented its diversion
formining-purposes, and it kad become

placer miners the right to divert water
in order to carry on thelr industry.
The ‘Water Clauses Act was enacted,
which. did much to make water rights
clear, but it had been necessary to
amend this from time to time, and the
present bill was an honest erideavor to
make the act as perfect and up-to-date
as possible. Since 1890, Mr. Fulten said,
he had taken a deep interest in ‘water
questions, and had frequently drawn
attention to the subject in the House.
Nothing was done unti] 1907, when a
commission consisting of Prof. Carpen-
ter and himself had been appointed.
In the course of his inquiries in Cali~
fornia, which he had .always -looked
upon -as a minink state, he had been
struck by the immense strides in agri-
culture asg a result of irrigation.

The main principle in the bill was
that the right to water should depend
on its beneficia] uses. It would not be
right to allow large corporations to
acquire water privileges unless these
were made use of, and-this had guided
him al] through the act. The interpre-
tation was fuller and clearer than in
the old act. The unit of water flow
was to be changed from the miners’
inch to the cubic foot per second. The
old unit was _new obsolete, and ag a
matter of fact not five per cent. of the
measuring boxes in the province were
correct.” The acre foot would be the
unit of measurement of quantity.

Board to Investigate.

In early days the commissioner stat-
ed, records were taken off very loosely
at times, and he read severa] to illus-
trate this. Some were indefinite ag to
where the water was to be taken from.
or in what quantity or what extent of
land was to be treated. Many sources
of supply were so clogged by existing
records as to prevent the purchase of
land, a prospective owner not knowing
what water rights were availgble. It
was proposed to ,deal with _these
through a board of investigation, which
would go into the matter stream by
stream, ascertain what records existed,
decide as to the priority of records and
have the streams measured. There was
no appeal provided for from the de-
cisions of the board, but if the House
saw fit it could alter. this.

Mr, Fulton explained the clauses in
the succeeding parts of the bill briefly,
the magnitude of the measure forbid-
ding his going into its more import-
ant features at as great length as he
would have liked to at that stage, In
committee, he promised, he would dis-
cuss all these points and he was pre-
pared to hear any suggestions for the
improvement of the bill.

John Oliver moved the adjournment
of the debate until] Thursday,

s Power Bill Opposed.

There was a somewhat lively dis-
cussion in committee over the bill in-
corporating the Goat River Water,
Power and Light Co., Ltd., the pro-
moters of which are E, V. Bodwell,
K. C., J. H, Lawson, jr. and H, G.
Lawson. Among the other large pow-
ers which the company is applying
for is that of borrowing, without the
sanction of a general meeting, up to
$100,000, to which is added this proviso:
“Nevertheless, no lender or other per-
son dealing with the company shall be
concerned to see ordlnquire whether
this limit is observed.”

J. H. Hawthornthwaite declared
this to be the most monstrous pro-
vision he had ever seen asked from
that House, and he had seen some

Fbad ones. - He moved to strike out the

lines quoted above.

‘“We might as well move at once to
give Mr, Bodwell and His friends
everything they a8k for as let this bill
pass as it is,” said John Oliver.

The premier thought it would only
be fair to the promoters of the bill to
let the amendment of the member for
Nanaimo stand over until the member
in charge of the bill had consulted
with them.

Stuart Henderson suggested that
non-contentious . clauses might be
passed and others left over and this
was agreed to.

On the section giving the company
power to acquire water records or
purchase existing records, John Oliver
thought it should stand until the
water clauses act had been dealt with.

Hon, F. .L. Carter-Cotton spoke
against the company getting such pow-
ers.

The leader of the opposition sug-
gested that the government shouid
frame a bill laying down the one pol-
icy for all companies seeking such
rights.

“It all depends on what a man has
for breakfast how these companies are
dealt with,”” sald - J, H. Hawthornth-
waite. “There is no fixed policy what-
ever. I have seen most extraordinary
ccneclusions arrived at in committee.
There will be one policy one day and
another the next.”

The committee decided to leave the
bill over for discussion some other day.

Third readings were given to the biil
respecting the sale of poisons for hor-
ticultural use and extending the time
for commencing the construction of
the South-east Kootenay railway.

Bills Introduced.

The minister of agriculture intro-
Guced a bill to amend -the Farmers’
Institutes and Co-operation Act; limit-
ing the liability of members for the
debts, obligations or liabilities of any
Institute to the amount, if any, wun-
paid on the stock he has subscribed
for. This provision will govern the
hability of members of all existing or
future institutes but will not apply in
the case of those who have become
members of existing institutes before
March 1st next for liabilities incurred
prior to that date.

The attorney-general brought in a
kill amending the Jurors’ Act in some
minor particulars.

John Oliver, asked the following
questions: ‘(1) Was the store of C. D.
Morris, at Eagle Pass, searched for
liquor in June, 1908, by the provincial
police? (2) If so, did the police act
upon Information -charging the said
C. D. Morris with being in possession
of liquor contrary to law? (3) If so,
who laid the: information upon which
the police acted?”

The  attorney-general replied: ‘(1)
Yes. (2) The police acted on informa-
tion which it is not in the interests of
the administration of justice to give.
(3) Answered by No. 2.”

As usual, the department of works
did not have answers ready for the

-minister when questiong on the paper

were asked.

The bill amending the Supreme Court
Act was addéd to and now stands for
final disposal,, The addition made
was suggested by a case in Vancouver
where a man, charged with perjury in
connection with An examination for
discovery, was discharged .on the
ground that the special examiner had
not been preSent throughout his exam-
ination. The new section will relieve
Cistrict registrars or special examin-
€rs from any ‘,necessity for remaining
after they have administered the oath,
in spite of ‘which the whole proceed-
ings will remsain* a judicial proceed-
ing. b

FINAL DECISION
IN MINING CASE

Star Co. vs. White Judgment
Settles Vexed Litigation
of Long Standing.

R

Mention was recently made in de-
spatches from Ottawa that the supreme
court of Canada had affirmed the de-
cision of the Full Court of thig province
in the case of the Star Mining & Mill-
ing Company vs, the Byron N. White
Co., which has become celebrated be-
cause of the prolonged litigation and
the large mining interests involved. The
action was tried before the Chief Jus-
tice at Nelson in February, 1904, and
he gave judgment in favor of the de-
fendant company, holding that in the
proper exercise of its extra-lateral
rights it had not been wrongfully tak-
ing ore from the Rabbit Paw and Heber
Fraction mineral claims, near Sandon,
which were the property of the plaintiff
company which had applied for an in-
junction to stop it. The plaintiff com-
pany appealed from the decision and
the appeal took about three weeks in
hearing before the Full Court in No-
vember, 1906 and April, 1907, the court
being composed @ of Justices Irving,
Martin and Morrison. The court gave
judgment in November of the  same
year, allowing the appeal and setting
aside the judgment of the chief justice.
Mr. Justice Morrison dissented from
this course, but Mr. Justice Martin
held that the defendant had not satis-
fied' the onus cast upen it to establish
the identity and continuity of its view
where it was mining within the lines of
another owner’s claim, and Mr, Justice
Irving was also of the opinion that the
defendants’ case failed on the facts. It
wag from this decision that the defend-
ant company appealed to the supreme
court of Canada, but unsuccessfully, as
already noted,

WESTERN LAND DEAL.,

A. B. Pugsley Wins Suit Against Messrs.
Fowler and Pope.

St.Wohn, N, B., Feb. 17.—Judge Barker
in the Equity court yesterday gave judg-
ment for defendants in the case of A. 8.
Pugsley against G. W. Fowler; R. H.
Pope and others, in which Pugsley
claimed one-twentieth share of the pro-
fits in a Western land deal. The conten-
tion of defendants was that the $200 which
Pugsley paid in was used for location
and valuation purposes, and that when he
was asked to pay more and become an
actual member of the syndicate he with-
drew.

Lake Morat, in Switzerland, changes ‘to
a deep red every ten years. This is
caused by a native plant which is found
in no other waters.
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LEGISLATURE

DISCUSSES COAL

GOVERNMENT AND ITS
PLEDGE OF RESERVES

This Is Virtually Abandoned—
Work of the Industrial
School.

— Legislative Press Gallery, Feb. 16.

The price of coal is a matter that
touches the man in the street, even
though in British Columbia the house-
holder has not to lay in the large stock
that his less favored brother in the
east has to. The fact that within a
few miles of some of the biggest mines
in the world, and in a province which
is so rich in coal, the consumer has to
pay as high a price for his fuel as is
exacted anywhere is not a comforting
thought,

To-day was not the first time that
the subject was discussed in the legis-
lature, nor was it the first time that
the government was reminded of its
pledge, given to the people in 1903, to
establish reserves of coal lands in the
interests of the people of the province.
The government and its followers have
voted down that principle since and
no doubt will do it again, but it was
one of those followers, Dr. McGuire of
Vancouver, who brought-the matter of
excessive price before the House to-day,
as he did last session,

The discussion arose over a proposal
to place in a bill which a Vancouver
Island company had before the House
a provision that it should not charge
British Columbia consumers more than
agents, or customers outside the pro-
vince. This was opposed by the pre-
mier, and led to a reference by John
Oliver to the record of the Conserva-
tive party in this province in regard to
the matter.

The premier, in hig reply, virtually
announced the abandonment of the
pledge given six years ago, as he put
the date for a possible putting of it into
effect far off in the future. The dis-
cussion was an animated one through-
out, and ended in the withdrawing by
Dr, McGuire of his amendment.

A very interesting statement was
made to the House earlier in the after-
noon by Attorney-General Bowser re-
garding the work being done in what
has always been considered, and will
hereafter be officially known, asg the
industrial school on the mainland,

Reasons for Rejection,

The private bills committee reported
through its chairman, W, R. Ross, K.
C., the reasons which :led it to refuse
to pass the bill"incorporating the Shu-
swap & Thompson River Boom Co. The
committee pointed out that the appli-
cants had already secured a bill of in-
corporation from the Dominion parlia-
ment which gedve it all the privileges
now sought for. Doubt was expressed
as to whether this was sufficient for
the purposes of the company, but the
committee was of opinion that the pro-
visions of the British Columbia Rivers
and Steamers Act afforded ample fa-
cilities for the successful operation of
logging. No evidence had been given
on behalf of the applicants to show that
these were inadequate to its purposes.
Besideg the area over which the com-
pany asked jurisdiction was approxi-
mately 18,000 square niiles, and the
granting of this would be virtually sur-
rendering the rights of the province.
If the company found it could not carry
on_its operations under its federal
charter it could apply again and a com-
mission be appointed to inquire into
the facts.

The report was adopted,

‘Width of Tires,

On Hon, Thomas Taylor’'s bill to
amend the Highways Traffic Act the
House went into committee for a short
time. The minister conferred with
Messrs., Oliver, Yorston and Eagleson,
who have amendments to propose, and
agreeded to let the bill stand a few
days. The amendment. he desired to
make extends to the whole province a
law in force from 1893 to 1902 so far as
affected west of the Cascades, that
loads weighing over 2,000 pounds must
be drawn on wagons with tires of at
least four inches. In 1902 the law as
relating to west of the Cascades was
altered to a graduated scale.

Mark Eagleson- (Lillooet), will pro-
pose that the four-inch tire and the
2,000 pound load remain west of the
Cascades, but that east. a 6-inch tire
shall be exacted for a 10,000-pound load,
6 inches for over 7,000 pounds, 4 inches
for over 4,000 pounds, and 3 inches for
over 2,000 pounds; and that where
wagons have tires of different widths
the mean width of all the tires shall
be taken as the width.

John Yorston (Cariboo), for the pro-
tection of merchants having stocks on
hand will move that the new provisions,
whatever they are made, shall not come

| into force until May 1st, 1910,

The Industrial School.

The attorney-general, in moving the
second reading of his bill to alter the
name of the juvenile reformatory in
Vancouver to the Industrial School,
gave some facts as to what has been
done since the institution was opened
on February 1st, 1905. There had been
one hundred boys committed to it, the
charges against them being: Theft, 62;
housebreaking, 6; housebreaking and
wilful destruction, 2; receiving stolen
money, 1; vagrancy, 2; forgery, 1; ob-
taining money under false pretences, 1;
incorrigible, 24. There had been 17 boys
admitted in 1905, 20 in 1906, 32 in 1907,
and 31 last year. At present there are
59 boys in the institution,

The causes which had led to these
boys being incarcerated were largely
lack of proper home training, religious
instruction, education and school dis-
cipline, Out of those who had been re-
ceived 24 could not read or were in the
primary class, 47 in the first grade, 21
in the second and the others in the
third,

The superintendent and his wife, who
was the matron, and the other officials
tried to make the institution a home
and not a prison, and inculcated in the
boys a love of better things and tried
to get them to take a different view

of life to that which they were brought
up to, and become useful and honor-
able young men. This was sought to be
accomplished by industrial occupation,
by education, by physical training, by
manual training and by moral and re-
ligious instruction. All these were com-
pulsory. Manual training was in charge
of a young man from Ontario, Two
days a week had to be given by each
boy to this work, which was very popu-
lar among them. Most of the wuseful
articles-in carpentry required at the in-
stitution were made by them. The
physical training was under the charge
of a former member of the Seaforth
Highlanders.

In school classes the usual' public
school curriculum was followed. A
fifty-three acre farm attached to the
institution gave opportunity for teach-
ing the boys something of agriculture,
horticulture and gardening, and many
of the boys had their own industrial
gardens, in charge of an experienced
gardener. There were regular religious
service during te week and on Sun-
day the boys were taken to the various
churches in Fairview, but the church-
going was not compulsory, so that Ro-
man Catholic boys did not have to go
to Protestant churches,

Boys Like the School,

That the home was in a splendid sit-
uation and the health of the boys care-
fully looked after was evidenced by the
fact that since it was opened $282 only
has been spent on medical fees. This,
combined with education, physical and
manual] training, plain ‘but wholeésome
food and the kindness of 'Superintend-
ent and Mrs, Donaldson, was tending to
make worthy citizens of practically
every boy in it. That the boys appre-
ciated the home life and the advidnt-
ages they got was shown by the reluct-
ance with which they left it and the
feelings they retained for it. One boy
who had been committed there in er-
ror, when released pleaded to be allow-
ed to remain, but of course this could
not be permitted. Inside a week he had
committed a theft so as to be sent back
to it for two years! Very few escapes
took place from the school, notwith-
standing that only a five-foot fence sur-
rounded the grounds, and these were
generally among the new boys. Once
a boy got used to the plate he could
be relied on to remain. In the four
years the only boy who escaped had not
returned or been brought back. While
the superintendent was returning re-
cently from a visit to this city he was
accosted . on ‘the boat by an escaped
boy, now grown into a young man, who
gave himself up to serve out his term.

The cost of the institution since- its
opening  had been $121,000, of which
$15,000 was for the new building. Now
that it was up and the work in good
train he had decided that the name
should be altered to industria] school.
During the summer he intended to ask
the superintendent and hig wife to
make a visit to similar instftutions in
the eastern provinces and in the States,
to acquaint themselves with the man-
ner in which the work is carried on
there. It was not the intention, how-
ever, to copy the institutions .in the
States, which had been carried to a
high state of efficiency, as the cost
would be too great, but the trend of-the

work would continue to be more and .

more towards a home and school. With-
in a week or two it was expected that
J. J. Kelso, superintendent of neglected
children under the. Ontario government,
would visit the institutionand give the
department the benefit of hig experi-
ence,
Pardons and Paroles,

The attorney-general described the
system of marks by means of which it
is sought to develop the self-respect of
the boys and give them a healthy stim-
ulus to do well. There was no intention
of keeping good boys in longer than
necessary. When they showed that
they had overcome the effect of their
early surroundings and were in a fair
way to do well they would be pardoned
or released on parole. Thirty boys had
already been so treated. An invitation
was extended to the members of the
House or anyone interested, to visit the
home and make any suggestions that
siruck them as proper to the depart-
ment.

Before concluding Mr, Bowser paid a
tribute to the work of the matron, Mrs.
Donaldson. The department had been
fortunate, he said, in all its officials
there,

The adjournment of the debate was
moved by Stuart Henderson (Yale.)

Price of Coal.

The price of coal charged to British
Columbia consumers was brought up
by Dr. McGuire (Vancouver), in com-
mittee on the bill empowering the Pa-
cific Coast Coal Mines, Ltd., to con-
struct railways. He proposed to add to
the bill a proviso that the company
shall hereafter sell to the public, free
on board carg at its mines, coal at the
minimum price charged to its agents or
to parties living outside British Colum-
bia. In doing so he said nothing had
been done since he took the matter up
lagt year, beyond the small relief that
whereas: the companies formerly sold
only to agents, they would now sell to
the public. The exorbitant price charg-
ed to the pédple of the province where
the coal was produced was a ‘long-
standing grievance. Notwithstanding

that British Columbia consumers havé

to pay $7.50 per short ton, 75,000 tons of
British Columbia coal was sold last year
in Seattle at $7 a on. This was an in-
justice to the people of British Colum-
bia. Companies should give some con-
cessions to the province-in return for
the concessions they asked. The Crow’s
Nest Pass Coal Co, should sel] coal at
$2 a ton, but to get around that pro-
vision appointed an agent to whom it
sold the whole output,

H. B. Thomson (Victoria), who was in
charge of the bill, said the member for
Vancouver was defeating his own ob-
ject. Thigs company had made large
expenditures on its mines and on bunk-
ers at the sea coast, and now desired
to be able to put in a line of railway
from the mines to these bunkers to get
its product marketed cheaply. He
should introduce a general bill if he de-
sired to effect his object. !

Socialist Opposition,

J. H.- Hawthornthwaite wanted to
know what Dr. McGuire would think
of a proposal to compel dentists to fix
certain fees, say five cents for pulling
a tooth. He denounced the amend-
ment as improper and as in restraint of
trade, which even a ‘Socialist could not
aecept as any approach to a remedy.

John Oliver considered that it ill-be-
came the fourth member for Vaneouver
to move this resolution when ag a
member of the party that pledged it-
self to reserve a coal area he, and the

party to a man, had voted down g
proposition to that end when it
before the House. It ill-became hin
try to embarrass a company which
just starting out and which ha

into . the open market to buy the ric

it had,

The premier referred to Dr. McG
motion of last session calling on
federal department of trade and .
merce to make an investigation int,
coal situation in British Columbia, .
Mr. Oliver’s amendment to have 3
done by a committee of the legislatiye
The request had been forwarded to Of.
tawa, but nothing had ever been 1y i
of it. Mr. Oliver was resourceful tq o
degree in manufacturing records ma
designed to excite the interest of t
electorate than accomplish any
The premier said he could not suppors
Dr. McGuire’s amendment, which mise
purely local interests up in a big ques-
tion.

Premier Again Evades,

Mr. Oliver said the premier had again
evaded the matter of the promise
and his party had made in 1903 to the
people. What had the department of
trade and commerce at Ottawa got to
do with the acquisition of rights from
the government of British Columbi:
The coal companies got their rights
from the province. The only compar
which got its rightg from the Dominioa
was the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Com-
pany, and it was the only company
with a price limit. That provision was
made by the government at Ottawa for
the protection of the people. Ever:
other company had acquired its rights
from the government - of British Col-
umbia, which had full contrel of the
situation. Lust year, when the legis-
I°ture had 1eferied the matter to t
department of trade and commerce it
rxd somply iried to place upon that
department somothing which aid not
pertain to its du*ies, but did pe:
the duties of the provincial gov:
ment.

The member for Delta modestly de-
precated the idea that he was looking
after the interests of the federal go:-
ernment or that it needed any help
from any individual. It had been main-
tained in office at the late election by
as large a majority as ever, despite the
efforts of Premier McBride and of his
attorney-general, who had stumped
the country from coast to coast. The
premier had said he was an adept at
making records. Who made this re-
cord of voting down the proposition
for an inquiry? If he listened to all tha
blandishments of the premier he would
require a much larger hat than he
wore, but they had no effect on him
whatever.

Ottawa McBride’s Scapegoat,

“Where has Ottawa any jurisdiction
in this matter?” asked Mr, Oliver. “If
the premier had not the Ottawa gov-
ernment as a scapegoat to carry his
sins and those of his government he
would have been swamped by them
long ago. I am not sure but I think
that some day this goat will.butt and
perhaps the hon. gentleman and his
colleagues will then have no opportun-
ity for sinning.”

Premier McBride insisted that the
matter. was one for the federal govern-
ment to deal with.

“How could they deal with it?” ask-
ed Mr. Macdonald,.

The premier ‘intimated that it could
do.'so by royal commission and the
provincial government to bring in any
necessary legislation upon the report
being made,

“Does the hon. gentleman expect the
department of trade and commerce to
act as detective to find out facts for
this house to act on?” inquired Mr.
Macdonald,

The premier thought that as there
would have to be evidence taken as to
selling prices south of the line, an in-
vestigation could be conducted much
better by a federal department,

Stuart Henderson did not see why
these facts could not be as well found
out by an official of the mines depart-
ment; :

An Unworkable Pledge.

The premier was not to be moved
from his view that the national govern-
ment should inquire into such matters
as the price of coal, and that the gov-
ernment and House was right last ses-
sion in calling upon the department of
trade and commerce to act. Referring
to the pledges given in 1903 the.pre-
mier stated that it would be unwork-
able to attempt to operate coa] mines
if the provincial government was ex-
pected to be a co-partner in these oper-
ations .to any extent. The time might
come, however, when the province could
operate coal mines,

“Aye, after you have given them all
away,” remarked John Oliver.

The premier retorted that there were
immense coal areas yet untouched.

“Where?”’ asked Mr. Oliver,

“In the Peace River country, Koot-
enay and TelquaV replied the premier.

‘“How much of this has been reserved,
following up your pledge * Mr. Oliver
inquired,

‘““We have put no reserve onm so far
with regard to coail lands,” Mr, Mec-
Bride answered. ‘“We are anxious to
encourage prospectors to §o out and
discover coal areas.”

“If government coal mines are not
workable then you handed the electors
a’ gold-brick in 1903,” was Mr., Oliver's
observation,

‘ Time Not Ripe.

The premier went on “to say that
when the time came for the government
to go into competition there would be
little difficulty in getting .the equip-
ment or getting a mine, but the time
was not ripe from a business nd
point to carry out the plank of 1902

Dr. McQuire withdrew his motion in
deference to the views of the House,
but announced that he would keep at
the question of coal] prices.

The biH was reported by the chair-
man, Dr, Hal] (Nelson), and stands for
third reading.

The Supreme Court Act amending bill
was given a third reading and the bill
amending the Jurors’ Act in some par-
ticulars where amendments had not
worked out as they were intended to
was read a second time,

The Southeast Xootenay
Company’s bill, extending the time for
commencing the work., was read a
third time.

stand-

GRAND TRUNK DEBENTURES.

Ottawa, Feb, 17.—The most import-
ant bill considered by the railway com-
mittee yesterday was an act giving the
Grand Trunk railway power to issuc
perpetual consolidation debenture
stock, to be known as “Grandg Trunk
sonsolidated debentures,”

Railway
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