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X Forward Editor Charged With

Sedltlon

‘ Attack Upon the Liberty of the Press

By J. MecArthur Conner.

On Wednesday morning, April 18, thex

officés of the Canadian Forward were
visited by Deteetive Mitchell of the
Toronto Police. Force with the result
that the following morning our Domin-
ion Secretary, Mr Isaac Bainbridge, was
summoned to appear at the Police Conrt
to answer to.a charge of sedition.

The charge is based on-the printing
of the Defence Speech of Mr: Fenner
Brockway, ‘which appeared in the
‘‘Labour Leader’’ Thursday, Decémber
14,:1916, and sold throughout the Unit-
ed Kingdom. The case ' was widely
commented upon -in the British Press.
The Christian Commonwealth, in its is-
sue, of December 13, 1916, saidy—

“¢Mr. Fenner Brockway has been sen-
tenced to 112 days’ hard labor-for re-

+ fusing to obey & military order.

his da!‘enee, M Brockway stated
tould have obﬁmnad exemptxon

y i wg admire his

~ dourdge and econsistenicy; it I8 painful

1o think of him undergoing hard labor
in prison. At the same timé the
fidelity to conviction and witness for
what they believe to be the truth and
right *of -fine spirits like Mr. Brock-
way cannot fail of their effect.”’

Such is the opinion of ont of the lead-
ing Christian papers in England, which
is an ardent supporter of the War re-
garding the trial

A Reproduction and A News
Item.

Towards the end of December the
Labor Leader appeared in the Church
Street Library and the defence could
be read by all who visited the library.
As Mr. Brockway is well known among
the English-speaking Socialists through-
out the world, the editor reproduced the
article in the Canadian: Forward, Jan-
uary 27,1917, and the demand for the

“issue was greater than anticipated, witlh

the result the issue sold out. In order
to meet the demand 5,000 leaflets were
printed of the defence. Hence the trial
of the Dominion Secretary.

This thén i8 a case where the authori-
ties in the United Kingdom ‘did not
think that ¢ any harm was done by pub-

* lishing the defence in the Labor Leadér,'

;et here we~ have the sﬁthontiu try-

~ ing to eurtail in Toronto the liberties

ot-poeehunﬂpuu‘ Surely the au-

thorities have forgottel the libertios
~ allowed our forefathers in the Toronto .
. press. Por on lleemb&r 30, m in

¥ S ‘slupév

in wars, excited feelings of national and
sectional animosity in counties, town-

e

Ireland has been ruled, to the advan-
tage of, persoms in other lands and to
the prostration of our energies and
people.”’ Mackenzie was allowed to
write that, yet seventy-nine years later
Mr Bainbridge is charged with sedition
for reproducing the defence of Mr.
Brockway which happened in the Brit-
ish press. Surely we must be losing in
Canada the freedom of the preéss

A defence Fund has been opened, and
we appeal to the readers of the Cana-
dian Forward for financial assistance to
carry this case through and . preserve
for this country the liberty of the press,
which is ome of the foundations on
which British Democracy rests.

Where We Stand
In the meantime the policy of the
paper will contimue to be “the same
whicl is based on the resolution on war

. adopted unanimously at the Interna-

tional Socialist Congress .at Stuttgart,
1907, and reaffirmed unanimously at the
‘Congress of Amterdam, 1910, and at the
Special Peace Congress, held at Basle,
1013, which is as. foﬂwS — ;

If war-threatens to break out it is
the duty of the working clag;,m: thie
-gountries concerned and of their Par-
Hamentary representatives, with the
hdp of the International Bureau, as a

of co-ordinating their action, to

5d neigbbwmods aud P ; ever, by stating that every soluhe.r was
’

mtwr} oﬂoitt'op&m war by all

ner and, hastén the dawn of Human
Brotherhood.

Taken From Press Reports.

Magistrate Colonel Denison commit-
ed Isaac Bainbridge to trial on a charge
of issuing  seditious literature. Bain-
bridge, who is editor of the Canadian
Forward, - official organ of the Social
Democratic Party in Canada, and sec-
retary of the party, pleaded not guilty
to the charge. It is echarged that he is
responsible fox the appearance and ecir-
culation of a_pamphlet setting forth the
defence speech of one Fenner Brock-
way, an English Labor man and editor
of the Labor Leader, the British Social-
ist paper, tourtmartialled at ‘Chester
Castle and sentemced to . serve two
months for refusing to obey a military
order. Five thousand ecopies of - this
pamphlet were pridted and put into
circulation, ‘according to the evidence
of the police; The defence eriticized

34 .uu\‘.,
ar. "murdor £

"qualify ng ,'
not a murderer The  British Govern-
ment was not alone responsible for the
war, and he condemned Great Britain's
alliance with Bussia,

In spector of Detectives Kennedy was
the only witness called. He said the eir-
cular had been sent to his office and
that he had deputed Detective Mitchell
to call on Bainbridge, who admitted he
authorized the circulation of the pam-
phlet.

‘I asked him,’” added the inspeteor,
‘‘if these were his views, but he would
neither deny nor c¢onfirm them.’’:

The magistrate carefully read the
pamphilet.

““This is certainly against the inter-
ests of the country, and itd eifenlation
is calculated to do harm,’’ announced
His Worship.

‘‘Pooh!’’ exclaimed Mr. O’Donoghue,

laughmgly, ‘‘You could read as bad as

that in Jack Canuck or the Cathohc
Register.””

“‘Why ‘don’t you include the Orange
Sentinel?’’ asked Crown Attorney Cor-
ley. ‘ : ; LS
“T think this man should be sent to

a Reception Hospital for a’ month,”’ .
,comm‘l‘tti,ng'

said Magistrate Dmi'on,
Bnmbridge for tﬁll. :

English Tribupals, claiming. l;u.& ghgy ” mund};glectibn to be bwaﬂ nniversal -

“Russian Revolt!

HAIL! ‘‘RUSSIAN REVOLT'’!
Bugene Debs.

‘Out of Russia, the land of despotism
and dungeons, of exile and death, to
political agitators flashes the red flame
of revolution in the night of Capital-
ism’s war. :

Democracy has seized the throne
where yesterday sat the spawn of Ivan
the Terrible.

The chains of Russian autocracy have
snapped, and the people are free to
govern themselves.

What they will immediately do with
this freedoni, what the significance and
goal wf the revolution, we do not as
yvet know. Much is doubtless hidden in
the capitalist press reports.” The -out-
side world will probably 'be in the dark
until the war is over.

But this we do know: that Socialists,
and revolters against social Finjustice,
representing the most radieal elements
in Russia—rebels who for years have
risked the wrath of Czardom by their
love for humanity-—led the revolution;
we know that a proclamation has been
issued that decrees ‘‘an immediate gen-
eral amnesty for all political and relig:
ious offenses; including terrorist dets
and military and agrarian offenses; lib-
erty of speech and of the press; free-
dom for alliances, unions, and trikes;
. #. .. abolition pf all secial, religious

and  national restrictions, . . . com:

that the Socialists are ¥apidly fors
themselveu into ‘a political party,
know that Paul Miliukoff, who, when
vigiting this country a few years ago,
was denied an audience by Theodore
Roosevelt, then President, because he
was a revolutionist and an ‘‘ andesirable
citizen’’ of Russia, has been-made For-
eign Ministér of the new Russian Gov-
ernment; we know that the exiled So-
cinlists-and political offenders are home
by this time from the hell of Biberia;
that, according to press despatches, the
glorious ‘‘grandmother of the Russian
rgvolution,’’ Catherine Breshkovskaya,
43 years in prison or exile, arrived in
Petrograd, from the Siberain.tomb to
which Czardom had driven her, on Mar.
23; and that to-day the Red Flag of
Universal Brotherhood floats over the
Winter Palace of the Czars; and know-
ing these things, and with eyes look-
ing forward fearlessly and hopefully to
the trinmphant Intermational ‘Revolu-
tion of thé ‘Workers, we ‘ean 1ift. our
voices in fraternal greetings, over con-
tinents and seas, with ‘‘All hail the .
Long live thé Social
Revolution!—8oeial Revolution.

You came like one out of the night
To fill this eartk with gladness and
light;
You’ve opened a huven bo!orc our eyes
erewith to mﬂmmgl& t«bo eenturies
The nip of jmﬁee and tho mk ot

&




