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ï of Charity and, above3*4 a't least it can be pleaded that the 

Russian settlement is. on the German 
Government's own admission (vide 

Kvhlman’s speech), not final and 
is - open to revision, whereas the 
Brest opportunity for negotiations 

the Russian formula is past and 
and has been followed by fresh 

of hundreds of thousands

that, measure 
all, that degree of understanding, 
which will 1 enable us, in the first 
place' to assist in making tj/e Inter
national a strong forceyfor early . 
peace, and, to the secpitd place, will 
enable the revives International to
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arm itself at what the war has shown 
to be vulnerable points, so as to pre
vent the peoples ever again being 
drawn into the sad and tragic circle 
of war.

goneOFFICIAL ORGAN OF SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY.
riflessac

xof lives.
We know that the German and 

Austrian Socialists have sometimes 
been shamefully acquiscent in pr only 
weakly opposed to the schemes of 
their ruling classes. But do we not 
know the same, to a greater or less 
extent, of the French Socialists and 
the English Labor Party? Are these 
last now offering any effective op
position to the plans /or Japanese 
intervention in Russia" to crush the 
Bolsheviki and restore “order”? Have 
we any reason for hoping that, if the 
Entete governments decide to invade 
Russia and aid counter-revolution, 
their people will refuse to acquiesce 
in such action, or that French and 
English (and, we might add Ameri
can) soldiers will refuse to partici
pate in it ?

The Germans are considered do
cile and spiritless, but at least there 
have been strikes and mutinies in 
Germany and Austria against the 
continuance of the war. Have there 
been any corresponding phenomena 
in France or England? It appears 
that there were some mutinous out
breaks in the French army last year. 
In England' so far as we know, there 
have been neitKer strikes nor mu
tinies against the war ; although, it 
should be mentioned, there have been 
some threats of strikes. ^

Then, again, did the documentary 
evidence as to the character of the 

aims of the Entete which public-
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Instead of railing at the shortcom

ings of the majority sections of the 
International, let us recognise that 
all these shortcomings are part of 
the same diabolical process which, 
once war has been declared, enables 
the rulers to keep the peoples pitted 
against one another. Once the peo
ple have joined with their rulers in 
might almost say, once war, no mat
ter how it has arisen, is a fait ac
compli, and invasion is a possibility— 
eaeh people finds itself caught in the ~ 
net of its own fears. (The wdrk of 
the newspapers is largely tp stimu
late these fears by displaying the 
enemy's intentions as sinister and 
by exciting hate and distrust of him.)

The people of each state is held by 
the fear that, if, to put an end to the 
sacrifice of their lives in the hell of 
war, they were to revolt against their 
ruling class, the enemy states would 
merely take advantage of the miUary 
weakness which the revolt would al
most inevitably produce in their owti' 
organisation. It is asked that the 
German people, say' should revolt 
against »their rulers. But, suppose 
they diuso :
that the English or the American 
people wouldj.act similarly and would 
not allow their rulers to force un
desirable terms of peace on Ger
many? We cannot feel thus assured. 
And it is the fears which su’Ch lack 
of assurance (itself the result of 
fears sedulously cultivated by rulers 
and their press) produce that largely 
explain the seemingly helpless way 
in which the bleeding peoples are 
kept chained to the chariot- of waf.

\ »

j cial administration of the country, 
j If the returned soldiers will take our 
advice, we would suggest that the

SOLDIERS BREAK LOOSE 
IN TORONTO. «5

I
Mob !Pandemonium, Sabotage, election of “Will Varley” to the pro- 

Rule, these are some of the terms vincial legislature” would do 
most frequently heard in these stre-

$gmore to
remove the injustices from which 

nuous time in Toronto the good. The they suffer than any number of vi- 
of all the commotion is attri- J Qlent acts they might choose to en- 

buted by — Tomie Church the i- gage in. To strike terror to the

'

I cause

mayor — and the “Daily Mail” to--{he heart of the ruling class, shear them 
effect of Socialist agitation. It rniglrt of their pÈwer — to Rob,-Exploit, and" 

advisable to advise these fool | fool the working class. However.
there will be a nice bill for the city 
to pay — and the worst is yet to 
come.

be
scribes, that the tactics of direct ac
tion as applied to the soldiers is a 
natural corollary to the capitalist 
method of settling disputes as exem
plified by the European War, in the 
practice at which the returned sol
diers are past masters. It is not re
markable that this imputation should 
be laid at the door of the Socialists, 
as we have so otfen stated that we 

* are responsible “even” for Sun-spots.
From this course of reasoning we

I

SOCIALIST POLICY.

To the Editor, the Canadian Forward
Comrade,

I should like to offer a few con
siderations on the questions which 

suggested by Eugene Debs’ ar
ticle, “Socialists must change war

*
are a

are responsible for organizing the policy”, printed in the issue of the 
soldiers in order to break up our [ “Forward” from July 10th. I should

like, particularly, to make a more 
judicial view of the position than 
that expressed in the article just al
luded to.

meetings some two years ago in the 
city of Toronto, Guelph, and Winni
peg, and didn’t the capitalist press 
go into'hysterical eulogies over these 
acts of violence. — Just so long as 
the soldiers restricted their actiohs 
to supporting the designing political 
reactionaries who were using them 
for their own nefarious purposes it 
was a patriotic duty. —

Now that the boot is on the other

can we feel assured %

■

It is easy enough to point to short 
comings in the behaviour of the Ger- 

Socialist Party. But would it 
not be 'easy to do the same in the 
cases of the French and the English 
sections of the International ? The 
German and the Austrian sections of 
the International have not cut heroic 
figures during the war. But can it be 
said that the French and the English 
sections have done so? In all these 
countries the majority section of the 
International entered into a union 

with its ruling class' and ir^ all 
cases similar consequences have flo
wed from the union.

Not much good, I feel, will come 
from indulging in the luxury of de
nunciation and positive harm will be 
done if the denunciation is directed 
only to the behavour of “enemy”
Socialists. - To confine denunciation^ 
to enemy Socialists is almost inevit
ably to play into the hands of reac
tion and imperialism at home. Much 
better is it, I feel, to try to educe 
some spirit* of reasonableness and 
degree of understanding through 
which the International can be re
constructed and the war brought to 
an end.

For to end rthe war is the one 
really effective way of helping revo
lutionary Russia — do not let us lose 
sight of that. We know that the,
German Socialists have not saved 
Russia, and it appears from what 
information is available that they 
have not opposed the Russian Peace 
is vigonrously as could have been 
hoped. But we also know that the 
French Socialist Party and the Ek=> 
glish Labor, Party, for their part, 
failed to make any vigorous effort to 
send their own governments to the- thers, if we divert our activities from 
Br^st-Litoysk negotiations and so 
bring an end to the war and security 
of the Russian Revolution. And it 
may be doubted whether this 
not a more shameful failure than the 
failure of the tlerman Socialists to 
secure better terms for Russia; for

war
ation of the secret treaties supplied 
lead to any heroic or even vigorous 
action on the part of the English

man

ft
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and French sections of the Interna
tional? It should also be recalled 
that the English and the French have 
acquiesced in tVieir governments re
fusing passports1 ter a meeting of 
the International and more recently 
in the refusal of the English govern
ment to allow Dr. Troelstra to land 
in England ; that time after time they 
have acquiesced in the rejection by 
their governments of peace overtures 
(The Stutgart resolution specifically 
proclaims that, should war 
out, it shall be the duty of each sec
tion of the International to direct its 
efforts to bringing the war to an end 
as speedily as possible) ; that the 
French Socialists have seen their 
government vote money to the anti- 
Bolshevik Ukranian Rada that there 
is now a considerable section of dec
lared jingoes in the French parlia^ 
mentary groups that only three So-

foot they howl about the sacredness . 
of property etc. etc. Well, so far as 
we are concerned they can stew in 
their own fat. The^gre responsible 
for the outbreak in giving moral 
sanction to the principle of direct ac
tion in the first place. The plea of 
the “Alien Enemy” wont work in 
this instance 'as the premises 
tacked are the property of Allied 
subjects—being Greeks, it is therefore 
quite natural that in order to cloE^k j 
their own misdeeds that the

«

Within each nation, too, the ef
fects of a similar diabolical fate can 
be seen securing “national unity". 
Is a strike proposed with the object 
of forcing the rulers to adopt rea
sonable peace terms ? The cry is-^at 
once raised that a strike would weak
en the military organisation and so 
assist the enemy state to achieve its 
sinister designs ; ànd, distrustful of 
the enemy, the men usually abandon 
the strike. It is declared that the 
strike would be treachery to the sol
diers in the trenches. And the later, 
in their distrust of the enemy, would 
be ready to shoot the strikers; des
pite the fact that many of them might 
perhaps feel that their own lives and 

cialists in the French chamber have the lives of millions of their fellow-
soldiers would probably be saved if 
their government could be forced to 
adopt more reasonable peace terms.

-Truly the situation is pathetic. 
What is wanted to avoid it in the fu
ture? Firstly : moral courage ; 
condly / organization. But I cannot 
discuss that aspect of the matter at 

; length now.
23July.

sacre

at-

break

respon
sibility should be laid upon the 
wicked Socialists.

The Soldiers are getting pretty 
well used to this lying camouflage 
and will isooner or later realize that

I , ;

:
E M I | their intj^ests are directly in alliance 

with thos?
■til

i compose the rank 
movement.and file of ouri •
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SUPPORT WORKING CLASS CAN

DIDATES.
Our movement has always sought to 
achieve its object by peaceable 
means. It is a record of

generally voted against the war cre
dits, and that in England even the 
Labor members who are also mem
bers of the I.L.P. (a body to whose 
idealism I pay profound homage) 
have not voted against the war 
credits.

I mentiçn all these facts neither 
to excuse nor to'condemn the majo- 

-rity sections ofc the International in 
France, Germany, England, and Aus
tria, but rather to suggest that we 
shall be doing a disservice to the 
cause of humanity 'and peace, and
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congress
proceedings that wherever their is 
a constitutional

m
:

, se- ■Æ>■ means at the dis
posal of' the workers to accomplish 
their desires, that constitutional 
means should be applied. We do not 
hold ourselves responsible for every 
hooligan outrage commitcd by the 
workers, whether they are uniformed 
or otherwise. Our movement hjt 
provided an exemplary character du- 
ritig/the course of the war—no char-
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“You can’t tell ’bout a display of >j

authority,” said Uncle Ehen. “Many 
a man thinks he’s doin’ a fine job o’ 
mule-drivin’ when the mule is jei’ 
hurryin’ to get home.” Washington 
Star. - & 63 WfM

■mS

thus to th^ cause of our Russian bro-

1 ges of rioting or destructiorf of pro
perty having been laid against any 
of our members during the past four 
years. The worst for which we have 
been charged has been expression of 
opinions which did not coincide with 
the views'"of the Political and Judi-

trying to bring (he governments to . 
peace negotiations on a democratic 
formula to denouncing the failure of 
any section of the International to 
live up to our hopes. I mention them 
in order that we may make a fair 
estimate of the facts and hence have

'lÆÉsâ

“Young gabber made quite a long 
speech at the local last night.”

was

"What was /he talking about 
"He didn’t say."
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