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A NOTABLE REPORT.

A great déal of intetest naturally at-
taches to the frst aniual report of the
chief miedical officer of the prov-
ince to the minister of health. It es-
tablishes a starting point. It felates to
the year ending Oct. 81, 1918, but some
of the reports sent in from the counties
were written in December, and the re-
ferences to the epidemic of influenza
cover the mionth of Novembef as "
as October.

As the départment had not been or-
ganized under the public health act of
1918, and the act itself was only pro-
claimed in October, the report of the
chief medical officer, DF. G- G: Melvin,
deals almost altogethier with éonditions
as they existed under the old aet. Hence,
as already remarked, this report estab-
lishes o starting point. With properly
constituted boards of health under the
new act, as provided this year, the next
report will show & marked eontrast.

Perhaps the best evidende of the neéd
of a change is fouid ifi the brief report
of the chairman of one of the county
boards of health, . He sdid he hed made
no report f0f two years because there had
been no active board of health, and  that
the resident doctors never reported any
cases. of coutagious or infectious dis-
eases. Under the new aét it will be im-
possible for such conditions to €xist any-
where in the province. .

The Times-Star a few days ago pres-
ented a summary, of the striking réport
of Dr. Mabel Haiington, medieal inspect-
or of 8t. John schools, which appeéafs in
the report now under review, and which
makes elear not only the need but the
valué of such inspection of all schools.

Dt. Melvin points out the difficulty
encountered in fghting influenza and
smallpox last year beeause the new de-
partment had fot yét been ofganized ;
but he also sliows that in its still' unor-
ganized stete it did splendid work, re-
ceiving very hearty support from the
former local boards to the extent of theif
ability, which was limited by lack of
organization and equipiient. He also
points out that such epidemics as those
of last year make it ¢leat that better
organization is greatly needed.

Referring to the epidemic of influenza,
Dr. Melvin charatterizes it as the worst
that has visited the western hemispheré
in historic timhes, and perhaps the eastern
hemisphere since the bubonic plague.” An
incomplete summary for October and
November shows 26,686 cases in. New
Brunswick, with 1046 deaths. This is
a painful record, and yet the ptovince
probably suffered less than thost othet
communities of equal population. Be-
causé of lack of proper organization, it
was impossible to get accurate reports
from all districts, and none at all from
some, Dr. Melvin pays a warm tiibute
to the military authorities for the help
they gave in detaching medical officers
to aid in fighting the epidemic. The in-
complete summary of influénsa cases in
October and November, as far as it could
be gathered, was as follows:—
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Town of Marysville.. 180 .. 11 11
City of Fredeticton.. 715 .. 19 19
Minte .. il 1,200 45 46
City of Moncton ...8,428 99 64 93
Albert county ..... ive . 81 @i
Northumberland Co. 8,515 o ANl
Kent county ........ oor .. .. 85
Gloucester county ..2,000 27 89 66
Camipbellton .... .... 1,500 8 20 28
Madawaska county ..4,888 .. .. 218
T’n of Edinundsten..2,000 5 18 28
Carlet on county ....1,517 .. 45 45
Victoria county ....2,400 i 10N
Charlotte county ....1,246 ..* 22 22
St. John Cy and Co..1,334 51 94 145

26,686 — — 1,046

We learn with interest from this re-

port that there were 8,794 cases of small-

pox in the province last year. Dr. Mel-

vin well describes it as a startling re-
cord. By counties it is as follows:—g

Madawaska, 200; Victoria, 200; Res-

ter, 1,900; St. George, 25; Westmorland,
200; Sunbury, 1; Grand Manan, 63
Northumberland, - 251; Kent, 4385;
Queens, 80; Carleton, 40; Edmundston,
7: Fredericton, 1; Moncton, 87; St. John,
40.
Dr. Melvin is inclined to believe that
the total of 8,794 is really an under-
estimate, as mony mild cases may .not
have been reported. Since $mallpox is
a controllable disease the facts show
again the need of a properly organized
and active health department.

The report of the Fredericton board of
health shows a death-rate of 23.38 per
thousand, compared with 19.72 in
1915-16, and an infant mortality rate of
111 per thousand births. In St. John the
death rate per thousand was 17.21, com-
pared with 16.16 in 1916-17; and the in-
fant mortality 118.18 per thousand births.
In Moncton the death rate was 18.48—a
Jecided increase. In the three cities the
influenza of eourse accounted for an in-
crease in the general death rate last year.
Fredericton had thirteen deaths from
tuberculosis, St. John eighty-nine and
Monecton fifteen. In St. John during the
year there were twenty-three deaths
from violence. ; b

The medical health officer dwells up-
on the great value of general sanitation,
wkich receives far too little attention. He

tion, and for the medical inspection of
schools.

The fitst report of Dr. Abramson, di-
rector of the bufeau of laboratories, ap-
pears in this book, and makes clear the
great valie of the work to physicians
all over the province, .

The reports from the various health
districts give very interesting and valu-
able information. Take, for éxample,

well | the report from Edmundston: The town

was divided into three districts for sani-
tary purposes. There was a house to

house visitation and one héuse was
closed. The schools were twice inspect-
ed. Someé éases of smallpox were quar-
antined and six hundred people vacein-
ated. The town has about completed a
sewér system. Dr. Simard sounds this
cheery notes—

“T hope that with the ‘co-operation of
the council and the influential citizens of
my district, Edmundston will be one of
el;é most progressive towns, not only in
ﬂ.hancial matters, but dlse in philan-
thropy and hygienic work?”

Coritrast this with the following sen-
tences from the report from another
town much nearer St. John:—“Our sew-
€ragie system is very poor. The water
supply is not véry good. The total
amount assessed
e ‘;.5 o for health purposes was

.An appendix to Dr. Melvin's teport
gives the composition of the vasious sub-
di§1grict boards under thé new act. They
wﬂldoulrtlessa.llbeingoodwvrking»—
der this year; and in a far better posi-
tion to deal with any epidemie and to
promote the general health of tﬁeir ém!n—
munities,

Hon. Dr. Roberts, minister of health,

-has every reason to re i i ;
) : gard with satisfac-
tion the resilts achieved and the pros- |

z«:;t va.!fhat opéns up under the act the
cé owes to his faith, persistenic
and initiative, 4
B

A PROVINCIAL ISSUE

It may be hoped that fio member of
the legislature will lose sight of the
latger significance of the dispute between
St. John and the New Brunswick
Power Company,

This is far more than a local mattes,
If a company with not more than 81,
850,(_)00 invested can get a rate base of
$2,800,000, without putting an addition-
al dollar into the enterprise; and get
recognition for $8,600,000 in securities
where the former company had only
$2,057,000 outstanding against the gaiie
plant; then it: will only be necessary
héfeafter for any public utility corpora-
tion in the province to issue more stock
withotit investing any more money and
make the people pay interest and divi-
dends thereofiy and whoever buys the
watered stock would feel assured that the
legislature will see that it yields a good
profit at the expense of the people.

The people of St. John are willing to
pay a fair return on a legitimate in-
vestment, but to ask them to do more
is to oppress them, and to lend encous-
agement to promoters and exploiters who
have no regard for the public except as
a source of sudden wealth. In protect-
ing St. John people the legislators will be
serving notice that New Brunswick is not
& good field for stock watering scheémes,
and in that way will be putting a wall
of protection around every city, town
and muni¢ipality. Far more than the tn-
terests of St. John are involved in this
affair. As between the interests of the
public and those who issue and these
who with thelr pyes open purrhase
watered stock, it should not be difficult
to choose. The house should adopt the
¢ity’s amendments to the Currier bill.
The threat that American capital will
be withheld from investment here unless
the stock-jobbers have their way will
not frighten any of the members, They
lfnow there is always a market for good
securities and it would be surprising, to
say. the least, if they accepted foreign
dictation in regard to their own affairs,

The Standard’s horse-laugh resounds
once more at expense of Premier Foster.
The latter has introduced a water-
power bill. It has provisions that protect
investors, protect the public, and make
it possible to develop the water powers
of the province. Of course that is ridicn-
lous. What is there in it for the jolly
grafters? Nothing. Hence the scornful
bray of the Standard.

O A R Of
If members of the legislature will take

the trouble to look into it they will find
that some sections of the Children’s Pro-
tection Bill concerning which they were
in doubt are exactly the same as are in
effect in Ontario and other provinces,
and approved by the test of actual use
for years past.

FOLEY'S
PREPARED
FIRECLAY

To be had of W. H. Thorne & Cog
Ltd., Market Sq.; T. McAvity & Sons,
Ltd., King St.; J. E. Wilson, Ltd., Syd-
ney St.; Emerson & Fisher, Ltd,, Gor-

commends the Fredericton board for its
care of the milk supply and the St. John |
board for destroying unwholesome food
products, closing houses unfit for habita-

main 3t.; Geo. W. Morrell, Haymarket
Sq.; J. M. Logan, Haymarket Sq.; C. H.

Ritchie, 320 Main St.: Quinn & Co. 415

Mzin St

for in Flour

MANITOBA H
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DAKHAL MAKS
INTERESTING CHANGE
N STORE RRANGENENT

In 1918, when Scovil Brothers; Ltd,
efected their fine riew building on ising
street, theyj thought ample provisions had
been made. for many yedrs to comej the
past three years have proven their. esti-
mates to be far wide of the trend of
actual events.

A year ago it was fouhd necessary to
make extensive alterations to the first
and second floors, moving the offices to!
the top floor to make room for the rapid
 growth of the mens’ clothing department,
and re-brranging the mens’ furnishing
department to handle the increased busi-
ness of this department with quickk dis-
patch. |
. This season it has been found that
both the boys’ and womens’ department

the spage alloted to them—more space

jecame-.necessary to move the general
stock rooms from the fourth floor to the

1
!
|
!
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Nerve - Buildet, contaifi-
ing essential elements in
most assitnilative fort,
incarnis

Begin to get well TODAY.

HOW WEAK
WOMEN ARE
MADE STRONG

Mrs. Westmoreland Tells in
the Following Letter.

Harrison, N.Y.—‘“When my first
child was born I did not know about
Lydia E. Pinkham’s
Vegetable Com-
gouud andhad avery
o | ﬂ;ardﬁme. Ite?gin

: e newspaperabout

il the Ve_getaglee Com-
{] pound and when m
second child came
took it and was well

during the whole

time, and childbirth

was a hundred times

easier. Ever since
LSiazd then I haveused it
for any weakness and would not be
without it for the world. 1 do all my
work and am strong and healthy., Iam
nursing my baby, and I still take the
Vegetable Compound asitkeeps awoman
in %riood health. You may tlx;ubliah my
testimonial for the good of other women,
if you choose to do s0.”’—Mrs. C. WEST-
MORELAND, Harrison, N.Y
- Women who suffer from displace-
ments, irregularities, inflammation,
alceration, backache, headaches and
aervousness should lose no time in giving
this famous root and herb remedy,
Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Com-

oound, a trial, and for special advice
write to Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine
20., Lynn, Mass.

‘ . s ..i- = 3

What the' Housewife Should Look

- -
‘Wheh you buy Flour, ke#p these points in mind: STRENGTH-—most
loaves to the ‘barrel. . UNIFORMITY—evéiiness of quality. COLOR=
whiteness in thée Bread, FLAVOQR-—a faint hint of ¢rushed nuts. You'll

occupying the third floor, have outgrown -

'was a mecessity’—and to obtain this it

find them all; to fullést and most
desirable gegree, in

La Tour Flour

which yom BUY, MILL TO
HOME. Barrel, $12.30; Half Bai~
rel, $6.50; Half Barrel Bag; $5:98}
24 1b. bag, $1.60.

 'Phone West 8
FOWLER MILLING CO.,Ltd.

West St. John -

basement, turning this foﬁtth floor into
an exclusive “boys’ shop,” and utilisgihg
the entite third floor for the Women's
ection,

THhis change fills a lotig felt need to the
§hop1)ei's of this vicihity, giving thein, as
it does, an exclusive boys’ shop, the onl
one in thé city. It has long been rel
ized that the boys of this community
have had as much right to an_ exclusive
shop of their own as their elders, and
now this has materialized.

The women’s department will occupy
the entire third floor, thus permitting of
much better display opportunities and
magre freedom than has hitherto been the
case.

For the last thrée weeks, edrpenters,

@
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We have the following ‘sizes in stock:

Galvd,, 6 strand, l‘)wir'es:
GalVds’ 6 Btrﬂng, 24 Wil‘es:
Black, 6 strand, 19 wires:

5.16, 3.8, 1.2, 5-8, 3-4 in.
5-16, 3.8, 7-16, 1-2, 5-8 in.
5.16, 3-8, 1-2, 58 in.

Galvd. Flexible Wire Sash Cord, 1-8 and 3-16 in.

Prompt Shipment

McAVITY

problem.

It's the Long, Blue Chimney

The pos“verhd draft produced by the long chimney
drives the heat up against the utehsils with such force that
| when operated at the highest flame:
The “Perfection” is the Fastest Cooking Oil Burner Made.

Makes Cooking a Pleasure in Warmest Weather.

The “Perfection’” Ofl Cook Stove anid Ketosene Water
Heater will do y8ur &osking

TOVES

ﬂﬂdf solve your hot water

prmesi=ssess,

Hasens, painters and eléetriclahs have
been busy making these ehanges; they
are now cotpletéd; new fixtures have
beett Brought in; ahd Miss Daley has jus
returned from New York with many new
interesting garments of the latest modes
to freshen up the women’s seetion. .
All -this has been done, and Oak Hall
is now ready with these two new de-
pastnfents to weleote the people of St.
John.

An unusuelly fine programme was
rendered in Cehtenary church on Satur-
day afternoon when an orgdn recital was
given by Miss A. G. Hea. M. A. P.

Otocket, Miss Brenan, Mrs. Montgoificty
Were heatdl in vocal solos and Mrs.
Crocket, Miss Bienan, B H. Bowmaii
anf C. Dickason in & quartette,

An Old Ofiender Caught

For years he has caused endless trou-
ble, but when Putnam’s Cofn Exifdéto?
‘was applied, he came out roots and all.
Any eotn or wart cured in’ twenty-four
hours by “Putnam’s Extractor,” 28¢. at
all dealers. ;

The new x-ray has been installed in
the general public hospital and now is
ready for use,

L] ®
Eyesight Dim?
_ If your eyesight is dim, your vis-
ion blurred; if your eyes ache, itch,
burn or feel dry, get a bottle of Bon-
Opto_ tablets from your druggi
digsolve one in a fourth of a glass
of wate? And use to bathe the eyes
from two to four times a day. Bon-

Opto givén stronger eyes,
electef,hzgm vision and relief to
thotisinds.

Note: Doetars 827 Bon-Opto strengthe:
;izhtnﬁhnweeky'l time in wany iu;'::‘;:

‘Wassons Diug Store and others.
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London House

FASHION:
EXHIBIT !

Of Smart Spring Garments for Women, Misses and the Younger
Set is the feature of interest in the departments devotéd to
fashionable outer-apparel. And no less important are
minor accessories, including Gloves, Hosiery,
Neckwear, Veiling, Handkerchiefs, etc..
all of them so neccessary to the suc-

s s

cess of the Easter Costume -

; The Suits

Never, it would seem were there so many attract-

ive models from. which to choose one’s
there are this season. .

Haster Suit as

Certainly there were never quite so many individual
designs—all essentially different, but all equally charm-
ing. . From this collection it should not be difficult to
select exactly the suit adapted to your type of figure
and personality and that is really of the utmost import-

ance,
Nowadays, when the smartness of

clothes counts

for so much; style, quality and workmanship combined
in every suit, the prices will prove universally attractive.

$27.50 to $95.00

s
Easter Dressing
For “Miss ‘Particular”

Today the young girl of six to sixteen expects to be
as smartly dressed as her elders, and the Spring assort-
ment has been assembled with a realization of this fact.

In “Our Girls’ Shop,” on Third Floor, are dresses
for Street, Schod and Party wear, including Taffeta
Silks, Crepe-de-Chines, Fine Serges, Silk Poplin, Ameri-
cah Ginghams and Fancy Crepes.

$2.75 to $35.95

The Wee Qnes’ Easter happiness as planned
by. this.« Baby Shop”

On Third Floor

/

Necessities of every kind and many luxuries all arranged with the tender care
of those who love and understand their Majesties—the littlest Babies.

Infants’ Slips, sheer and dainty, ...ccoepeivnieiiiiennnons Siiniel $ .95 t0 $2.25
Infants’ Dresses, ttimmed lace and Swiss embroidery
Nainsook Skirts and Gertrude lace or embroidery trimmed
Cashmere Jackets, hand embroidered
Pure Wool Sacques and Sweaters
Cashmere Cloaks and Coats
Quilts of wash silk in pink ot sky

..................

Daniel

.............
.............
........................

New York Says:

""Capes, Dolmans”

for Smart Women, and Says it Most Emphatically.

Practically every worth while whim of fashion is
represented in our assemblage ‘'of. Capes, Dolmans and
Wraps. Models which requited French genins to orig-
inate and American designers to petfect are here in all
their glory whether one’s fancy favors the short, the
medium or the long model.

Prices are alluringly attractive.

$16.90 to $60.00

3.95 to 30.50

............

Head King St.




