
IMPERIAL ARCHITECTS

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTORY

i'HE first striking feature that presents itself Con-

I the study of proposals making for a closer SvdSp°'
iperial unity, up to the meeting of the firstKU b,
Jlonial Conference of 1887, is the division**
the subject into two periods, separated by

Jite a lapse of time. The successful revolt
the American Colonies was responsible for

lis break in the continuity of the development
r the Imperial idea, though other causes
ftervened later to protract it.

The accomplished fact of American Inde- shock of
sndence was a rude shock to all Englishmen. ^^^T
ad also to many people in America. English

•*"**•

rnorance easily accounts for the disbelief in
is possibility which had taken such firm root
the British Isles. It is more difficult, how-

ler, to explain the similar belief in America.
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