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* to improve the law, wc hold now, as we have always

done, that it is our duty to carry out the existing law

as it stands, and not to surrender the powers, ordinary

or extraordinary, which Parliament has confided in

us into the hands of the Land League or any other

body.' How strangely antiquated sounds this public

respect for the law in the ears of those who have not

forgotten the contempt of the Duke's successors and

the condoning of the Irish rebellion !

It was in 1885 that the real struggle against Home

Rule began, and the value of the letters which Lord

Hartington wrote and the speeches that he made then

and in the following years cannot be overrated. The

revolution of time has brought England back since

to precisely the same situation she was in then, and

Lord Hartington still speaks with all his ancient force

and cogency. Truly he forged an armoury of weapons,

which those who come after him may wield. Some

are still left, we trust, who can draw the bow of

Achilles and scatter, with aim unerring as his, the

enemies that gather about us on every side. The

first clear note of warning was struck in December

1885, in a letter to Lord Granville. ' From all I can

hear,' wrote Lord Hartington, ' Gladstone appears

to be acting in a most extraordinary manner, and I

should think will utterly smash up the party. I don't

know who is going to support him in proposing a

Home Rule policy for Ireland, Chamberlain and

Dilke, as at present advised, are, I hear, entirely

opposed to it ; but they may come round.'


