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but one instance. This exception is Castiemaine, which, giving only an
average of 533 cubic feet to each of 90 patients, provides no more than four
nurses foi them : two defects which seem to connect themselves with the fac

that the average stay of the patients is here about 60 days, which is double
the average of tlie other Australian hospitals.

The F'remantle asylnm is almost destitnte of land, or any other moans for

the employment of tlie insane ; and the management of that at Yarra Bend
must 1)0 inipedcd by tlie wide dispersion of the buildings. Tlie state of this

asylum is said i" have improved much since Mr. PaU^ys arrival.

36. The four hospitals of Victoria arc governed by boards, but very
different ones from tliosc vvhifh are responsible for the abuses permitted to

exist in tlie W(!St Indian inst.aitions. Here the boards are not committees
unconnected, except by their office, with the establisliments of which they
engross all the control, and uniting in themselve.« botli tlie interest and the
power to repiTss expenditure, but representatives elected by tlie subscribers,

and responsible to them, placed in their position only by their own liberality,

and Hkely to econo uise only to the extent of maldng the money wliich they
have already contributed extend to do the greatest amount of good. In addition,

these hospitals are immediately managed by resident medical officers, and are
further protected by the public interest which they excite.

The Fremantle Convict hospital has been governed by the Comptroller-
General ; the asylum at the same place, and that at Yarra Bend, with the
Perth hosjntal, are managed by paramount medical chiefs.

It is to be observed, in reference to the unsatisfactory condition of the
Castlemai'ie Jiospital, that the Managing Committee complain that the action
taken by the Government with reference to private contributions has helped
to prevent them from adding a new female ward and makii.g other necessary
improvements ; but there is no explanation of what is the action referred to.

37. Tlio provisions for visitation and reports are generally insufficient.

The Yarra Bend asylum is inspected by a visiting board of five^ members (of
whom two are medical) appointed b} the Governor in council; but the
Melbourne, Ge(;long-, iiud Ballarat hospitals seem never to be visited by
superior civil authorities; and the rest require a more systematic supervision
than that to which they are at present subject.

38. The Governor of Victoria expresses his regret that a design of
building three new lunatic asylums in difTerent parts of that colony has been
postponed.

39.—CoMPAUATivu 'I'abli-: ol- Hospitals ami Asylums in tlie Australian and Eastern Division.
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