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a cbnsdrvative element in our sooidl system, the institation of
slavery has withstood the shocks of war and been a f&ithftil

ally of our arms although instigated to revolution by eveiy
art of the enemy, and prompted to the work bf assassination

and pillage by the most brutal iexamples of the Yankee
soldiery.

FitaaMy, thie War has given to the States composing the Con-
fbderacy a Ttdvr bond of union. This was necessary. Com-
ittWb^ and intferoourse had been far nnore intimate between the

slave States on the Lower Mississippi atid those oh the Upper
Mississippi and its tributaries than between any portion of

the Confederate States. The war has broken this natural affi-

nity ; it has supplanted sympathy by alienation, interest by
hate, between the people of Indiana, Illinois and Ohio, and
those of Tennessee, Louisiana and Mississippi ; and by the

principle of repulsion as well as union, by the tie of a common
bloodshed, and the memory of a common hibor and glory, the

stability of our Confederacy hns been strengthened and secured.

Such are the inestimable blessings which, although draped
in sorrow and suffering, the war has conferred upon the people

of the South.

The resolution of the South to achieve its independence has
been greatly encouraged as the war has advanced. It is alike

prompted by the spirit of her people and strengthened by mo-
tives which address the judgment. These motives are explain-

ed in the plain consequences of subjugation. The spirit of the

North in the existing war has already been developed far

enough to indicate the certain condition of the South, if her

enemy should succeed in establishing his dominion over her

people. That condition may be described in confiscation,

brutality, military domination, insult, universal poverty, the

corn, potatoes and rice, carefully attended to wlien sick, and on Sundays dress

better tlian their masterB. Wo next visited the • Station,' a street of cottages Id a
pine wood, where M^. 'a stares reside. These we found clean and comforta-

ble. Two of the men were sick, and had been visite'd that morning by a doctor ;

in the meantime they were looked after by the nurses of the establishment, of
whom there were three to take oare of the children and invalids."


