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ont off ud osptnred. On the 20th N»poleon mo-
eeaded in croaaing th»t frontier river of bis king-
dom with aevcnty thousand men, the remnant of
the grand army with which he had sought to hold
Prussia after the disastrous end of the invasion of
Bussia.

Germany was at length freed from its mi/rhty fo&
The garrisons which had been left in its oitius wore
forced to surrender as prisoners of war. Fnnoo in

its turn was invaded, Paris taken, and Napoleon
forced to resign the imperial crown, and to retire

from his empire to the little island of Elba, near the
Italian coast. In 1816 he returned, again set Europe
in flame with war, and fell once more at Waterloo,
to end his career in the far-off island of St. Helena.
Thus for the time ended empire in Europe. For

a period there were kingdoms but no empire. The
next to claim the imperial title was Louis Napoleon,
who in 18B1 had himself crowned as Napoleon III.

But his so-called empire was confined to France, and
fell in 1870 on the field of Sedan, himself and his army
being taken prisoners. A republic was declared in

France, and the second French empire was at an end.

And now the empire of Germany was restored,

after having ceased to exist for sixty-five years.
The remarkable success of William of Prussia gave
rise t J a wide-spread feeling in the German states

thai, be should assume the imperial crown, and the
old empire be brought again into existence under
new conditions; no longer hampered by the tradi-

tion of a Boman empue, but as the title of united
Germany.


