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('onfuleiK'o of Parliament, ^^lioiild Ic liable U)

(leranjremeiit because one constituency, it may ha

for mere local or temporary considerations,

should refuse to re-elect their member, upon his

acceptance of office under the Cro*vn. Besides,

as the law now stands, it '* is singularly incon-

sistent and capricious in its operation. While

the junior Lords of the Treasury and Admiraltv

vacate their seats by accepting these offices, the

rule does not apply to the more important and

better paid offices of the Secretaries to these

Boards, and of the Under-Secretaries of State,

merely Ijecause the latter arc not technically

appointed by the Crown "
{((). The limitation

of the choice of the Crown, in the first instance

—of men who are eligible to be Ca])inet Minis-

ters, and heads of the principal public depart-

ments—to those who have or can obtain seats in

parliament, and who (if they sit iu the House

of Commons) are sure of re-election, subjects the

public service to much inconvenience, and is one

of the drawbacks incident to Parliamentary

Government : but the evil is seriously aggra-

vated by the existence of the law which com-

pels the iumiediate vacation of his seat by a mem-

ber who may accept a ministerial ofhce. Ever

since the first introduction of the Reform Bill,

iu lb 81, leading statesmen, for example, Earl

(,i) Giry, P.iii.Govt p. 239.


