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DECLARAT ION
, BY T F t;

REPRESENTATIVES
OF T H *-

UNffED COLONIES of NORTH AMERICA,'

>t OW MET IN

GEIfERAL CONGRESS at PHILADELPHIA,

SKTTlS'v; FORTH

The CAUSES AND In ECESSJ V of thjiir taking urARMS.

IF it waj pofllble for men who tyrclff. their reafon to

believe, that the ].)ivine Aufhcn of our txiftence in-

tended a paft of the hum "i race to hold an abfolute pro-

perty in, and an unbouno 'd power over others, marked
out by his infinite goodnefs md wifdom as the objects of

a legal domination, never rightfully refiftible, howtvt ''

fevere and oppreflive ; the inhahiiants of t! < fe Colonics

might at leaftr-quire from the Parliament of Great Bri-

tain fome evidence, that this dreadful authority over

them has beer pt , ited to that body. But a reverence

for our Great CiLitor, principles of humanity, and the

dictates of con.»v. n fenfe, muft convince all thofe who
refle<^t upon the iubje«5t, that Government was inrtitut-

td to promote the welfare of mankind, and ought to be

N . administered
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