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NEW ORLEANS.

N EW ORLEANS (lands on the eaft fide of the river, and

in 30*'. north latitude j its fituation is extremely well

chofen, as it has a very cafy communication with the northern parts

of Louifiana (now Weft Florida) by eans of the Bayouk of St.

John, a little creek, which is navigable for fmall veflcls drawing

lefs than fix feet water, fix miles up from the lake Ponchartain,

where there is a landing-place, at which the velTels load and un-

load ; and this is about two mileis from the city. The entrance of

the Bayouk of St. John is defended by a battery of fix guns and a

ferjeant's guard. The veflcis which come up the Miflifippi haul

clofe along-fide the bank next to New Orleans, to which they

make faft, and take in or difcharge their cargoes with the fame

facility as from a wharf. The town is fecured from the inun-

dations of the nver by a raifcd bank, generally called the Le-

vee; and this extends from the Detour des AngloiSf to the upper

fettlement of the Germans, which is a diftance of more than fifty

miles, and a good coach-road all the way. The Levee before

the town is repaired at the public expence, and each inhabitant

keeps that part in repair which is oppofite to his own plantation..

Having defcribed the fituation of the city of New Orleans, I will

proceed to its plan of conflrudlion. <:.»

The parade is a large fquare, in the middle of that part of the

town which fronts the river j in the back part of the fquare is the

church dedicated to St. Louis, a very poor building, framed with

wood ; it is in fo ruinous a condition that divine fervice has not

been performed in it fmce the year 1766, one of the king's /lore-

houfes being at prefent ufcd for that purpofc. The capuchins are

the curates oi New Orleans \ on the left hand fide of the church

I they


