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Even lon^ after Luxury, and every Vice

had prevailed at Rome^ a virtuous Emperor

recalled the People toGrcatnefs and Felicity;

the Reigns of Trajan and Antoninus Pius

were equal in Happinefs and Glory, to the

mofl flourifhing -^ra of the Roman Name.

Virtue and Wifdom, Vice and Venality,

liave ever been ; the firft the Sources of na-

tional Happinefs and Succefs, the latter of

Decline and Ruin.

To flatter ourfelves then, that the fame

Caufes which deftroyed Greece and Rcme will

not generate the like Confequences in Ung^

la?id, is to delude ourfelves like Children with

felf-willed, over-weaning Fondnefs. It is to

fuppofe that the original Inflitution of all

Things is eftabliflied on vague and capricious'

Principles, and t!hat thofe degenerate Facul-

ties of mental Nature, which have begotten

Ruin in all other Countries, v^rill not produce'

the fame Effedl in this Illand.

It is to believe that Corruption o^ Heart,

and public Virtue ; Love of Eafe and Search

of Danger j Infolence and true Bravery

;

Contempt of Heaven and Contempt of

B^ Death,
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