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physiognomy is clearly traceable ; the difference is slight among
neighbouring tribes, and amounts to little more than the various

shades in a family likeness ; a stranger might pass it over, but it

is readily detected by the habitue of the country.

The above hastily written sketch will be found to contain a

tolerably exact account of Vancouver Island, &c., as far as it is at

present known ; the particulars giver are all the results of personal

observation, and the statistics may be depended on as tolerably

accurate, if not precisely correct. It will be seen that Vancouver
Island possesses in itself several resources, which, if developed by

a free people, under free institutions, would tend to make it a very

flourishing colony.

The high price of land, when equally good land can be got for

one-^fth of the sum in Oregon, has prevented numbers of people

from settling there, who were otherwise favourably inclined to

do so.

In the spring of 1851, Mr. Blanchard came out as governor of

the island ; he remained little more than a year, when he resigned,

being in very bad health. His loss was very much to he regretted,

as he wai a gentleman in every way qualified to fulfil the dvties

of his position, with credit to himself and with proppcrcus resulio

to the couitry over which he 'vas ''ppninted t<» preside. The
present governor has been very successful in his management of

the native tribes, whom it is his policy generally to conciliate ; on
one occasion particularly, when one of the Cowitchin Indians had
shot a white man, he thoroughly effected the object in view, that

of punishing the guilty for the outrage committed, without causing

any unnecessary bloodshed.

A prison also has been built of wood.

The examples of Oregon and of California furnish us with

proofs that the rapid growth of new countries is best fostered by
giving scope and encouragement to the exertions of individual

enterprise, and tho progress of a country will be founded on the

surest basis when that country shall have been settled by bodies

of independent freeholders accustomed to rely on themselves for

support, and when the benefit of free institutions shall have given

to each individual an interest in the general prosperity.


