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CANAL ACROSS CENTRAL AMKKICA TO THK
l*AfIFK'.

The fliicrpsH of (li<f Sue/. Ciiiiiil iiistircs

tlic! coustnu'tioii of iiiiolhcr .sliip-caiial

most iinpoi'tiiiil to tli<^ United Stales -one
wliieh will form u new route for its roast-

wise eonimerce, wlii<'li now passes around
Cap(( Horn to tlie Paeili<'. It will reduce

a vi»ya<re of IS,(K)() miles to less than one-

third of that dislaiiee, and diminish the

time recpiired on the way to one-lifth of

the time now taken, repiaein^c i\u\ vessel

tinder sail with the steam-ship of steel.

Tlie Pacilie railways are adapted to the

transport.ition of mails, travellers, and
express freij^ht. They are imi)ortant also

for local (ralllc; hut in no respect suited

to our chief coasting; trade— the convey-
ance of ^frain, ])rovisions, (inil)er, coal,

fish, and metals lH>tween the Atlantic and
Pacific. When a ship-canal is finished,

it will cheap<'n all our routes to the Pa-

cific, and it is safci t<» predict that it will

reduce the rates of freifj^ht hetweeu the

Atlantic and Pacilic helow si.K dollars ])er

ton rid the canal, and we may easily fore-

see what will he the future course of com-
nu'rce. The routes across the Isthmus
and Central America have heen explored

and surveyed hy hoth Eiif^land and the

United States, and the estimates for one
of them are helow the cost of the Suez
Canal, while the prosjiects for husinci-s nvit

far more eiu'oura}j:in<j:. The Sue?, (Janal

commands the trade hetweeu India and
EurojM?, hut can not control the comiuerce
of China and Japan with the United
States, or more than half of that hetweeu
the same countries and Europe, while a
ship-canal hetweeu the Gulf of Mexico
and the Pacilic will eventually command
twice the tounaj^e that now passes through
the Suez Canal.

It will he a candidate for the vast export

of wheat and other grain from our Pjicilic

coa.stto Europe. The annual production of

wheat on our Pacilic coast e;vceeds a mill-

ion of toti.s, and will soon require a million

of tons of shipping to convey it to Eiu'ope.

The ships would piuss twice thi"ough the
canal, and give it two millions of tonnage.

The vast coasting trade of the United
States hetween the Atlantic front and
California, Oregon and Alaska would
pass through this canal hoth going and
retiu'uing, and the varied products of the
Pacific coast, in shape of timher, fish, cop-
per ore, and return cargoes, would, to-

gether, add aiu>ther million to ils lonna;,'^>.

The commerce of the Tnited Slates alono

through thi*< canal will supply a tonnage
etpial to that which pays six millions of

dollars e.ich year to the Suez Camil. It

will he a candidate for ships on their voy-

ages from Europe for tea to t-liina and
•Japan, and on their return, and will t:d<e

nearly the whole tonnage passing In-t ween
the .\tlantic States, China, Japan, and the

Philipiiine Islands, and hetween Euntpo
and the Russian Possessions, and hest ac-

connn<Hlate the shi|)S engaged in the whale-
fisheries of the Pacilic. Tea, to the ex-

tent of two hundred millions of pounds,

and occupying one hundi-ed thousand
tons of shipping, forms one item of this

commerce, which will annually send
through th(^ canal nearly a <iuarter of u
million tons of .ship])ing. Then we have
the tra<le httween Australia and Euro|)e,

one item of which, wool, amounts yearly

to three hundred millions of i)ounds. Wo
may safely calculate that the Australian

.ships, out and hack, will juitronize this

canal to the extent of three Inmdred thou-

.sand tons.

I'eru, with its guano amounting to three

or four hundred thousand tons sent annu-
ally to Europe, Chili, with it« copper and
nitrates and return cargoes, with Guah;-
mala, Mexico, and CV'utral America, must
furnish at least another million of tons.

Then we have the growth of this com-
merce while the work progn's.ses, together

with that due to new facilities, so that the

aggregate mu.st r(>ach hetwoen iiv(> and six

millions of tons—nearly twi<'e the toiniago

which ])a.sses yearly through the Suez Ca-
nal. This estimate is not. I high one. Ten
years siin'e, hefoiv the grain trade of Cali-

fornia had attained to any importance, the

tonnage that would seek the canal wjus set

at 3,:500,000 tons hy Admiral Davis, o{ our
navy, and the annual .saving in the cost

of freight, interest, and insurance on the

property to he transjjorted hy this canal
was set hy liim at ninety-nine millions of

dollai-s.

The estinuite seems to l>c a high one,

for it exceeds the computed cost of the

canal itself; but the saving must he im-

mense, as this tnule is fast inci'ea.sing. and
the cost of transportation may he? lessen-

ed two-thirds hy a ship-canal. California

has bccomo the chief granary of Great
Britain, which now requires anmutlly
fnmi other nations two hundred millions

of bushels of grain ; she jirefers the wheat

i


