
600 ADDRESS T^ THE PEOPLE.

of personal responsibility among the people of the

United States. To them, and to them alone, do we
appeal. It is for the people to say whether the folly,

the selfishness, the dishonesty which have character-

ized our Indian policy of the past shall continue—

whether the suffering and bloodshed, the useless

expenditure of money, which the past few months

have witn :ssed in Dakota, shall recur in the future.

These evils will certainly recur unless men of every

shade of opinion throughout the length and breadth

of the land shall unite upon some such broad, simple

basis as we have outlined—men who, in view of the

magnitude of the object to be obtained, can rise above

the limitations of political or religious partisanship in

ihe demand for an Indian administration that shall be

representative of the intelligence and conscience of

the nation. For such a demand the time is ripe.

If the people of the United States instruct both the

national Executive and the national legislature, through

the press and pulpit, by private letter and bv word of

mouth, that it is their sovereign will that tliere should

be an immediate and complete abandonment of the

spoils system in the management of the Indians,

there is no one to say them nay. Popular sentiment

m the United States is the court of final appeal. In

demanding such a reform as this the voice of the

people will be the voice of GcJ.

Phili? C. Garrett, President.

Herbert Welsh, 5(f^^^^.
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