
PRKPARATION FOR THK 0UUI8E. 28

it l)iul enoiigli, I nssure ytm. 'J'lie place that <an wrecked

waH covered over with an old sail hut I could Hee that it

wttH (|uite a damage. WImt wuh to he done now would \m

decided when the company met, ho I went to call cm Mr.

Hooper, hut he was not at home. As 1 waH HatiHtied the

schooner Diver was a wreck, I wanted to Hee him and find

out the particnlai"H. I didn't have to wait long for a poH-

tid called me to a meeting that night, and I wan noon on

the train for L_vi">i wondering what was to happen thiK

tin.ie. The train ntopped jiist as I thought I had the ex-

plosion figured out, and the conductor sang out Lynn so

loud that I started to lu}- feet; had I hecn asleep and

dreaming ? As I hustled ot¥ the tmin in the cool air, I

said to myself, " no, this is all real."

There were not as many present at the meeting as I ex-

pected ; their ahsence, Mr. Iloofjcr explained, showed their

confidence. He said the hoys were standing hy him;

ready to advance more money if reciuired. Me said the

vessel was not hurt nuich, that l)etween three hundred and

five hundred dollars would cover the damage. I in(|uired

into the cause of the hlow-up and it seemed Mr. Hooper

had got it into his head to go house-cleaning, and as the

schooner was pretty huggy, he consulted the pharmacist

Hogan, who said that he knew of a compound that would

drive all the vermin on hoard into the sea. He fixed up

a pailful of this compound and gave it to Mr. Hooper who

took it on hoard, and told the hoys how to use it so it

would he safe. Mr. Hooper had a joh at the other end

of the vessel, a good safe distance away, while one man
went helow to ap[)ly this hug remedy, with wnat result he

learne'^ to his sorrow. Mr. Hooper had heen to Boston

and seen some of the contractors on such jobs, and the

vessel could be repaired cheap. He could have all the

work done by contmct or by the day, but recommended

the day work, for he could get a more thorough job, al-


