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lakes ),'ro\v larLjcr as \vc midno wr>tu.ir(l. Imics ha\c s\vi'|it iIiiiiul;1i tlio wooils in jilaces,

an<l the lilacki'iicd stmii|i~i ainl the ileail trees, witli ilieir naked hiam hes streti hed mit

ayainst tlic sky, are weird and j,'h()^tdike as we j;iide tiirou^'ii them in liie niDniiii^ht. It

was tlirouj'h this roMt,'h and hruken (oiMitry, for a ilistance of mure tiian four liumlred nule^,

that W'olselcy siicressfully led his army in iSjo to suppress a re'hellion of the hail'iireeds

on Ked l\i\er, and some u( his ahamlnned Ijoat-, are yet tn be seen I'rnm the railway.

Hut wild and roui^h as it is, this ei>imtr\ is lull uf natural wealth. N'.ilu.ilile minerals

and precious metals abound, and iVoui here, niainl), i^ procured tiie timber to suppU the

EIF.VATORS AT I'OKl WMIIAM.

prairies beyond. Right in the heart of this wilderness, at the outlet of the Lake of the

\\o(jds, we suddenly come upon half a dozen busy saw-mills, their c:himne\s black against

the sky; and standing high above all these an immense llonring-mill. of granite, with a

cluster of grain elevators and warehouses about it.

As we draw nearer to the prairies we lind great saw-mills begin to appear, with piles

of lumber awaiting shipment ; and at the stations increasing accumulations of timber to be

moved westward — firewood, fence-i)osts, and beams and blocks for all i)uri)oses. Many

men find employment in these forests, and villages are growmg up at intervals. And,

strange as it may seem, hardy settlers are clearing the land and making farms ; but these

are Eastern Canadians who were born in the woods, and who despise the cheap ready-

made farms of the prairies.

We suddenly emerge from among the trees and enter the wide, level valley of Red

River, and in a little while we cross the river on a lon^j iron bridge, catch a glimpse of


