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unilmrk in all sorts of industrhil pursuits / Did we not promise them pro-

tection against foreign goods and such control of the home market as

would enal)le them in a very few years to accumulate wealth l)ey<md the

dreams of avarice :* Was not our tariff, in many resjiects, so adjusted as

to decrease the jjrotits of the farm, whil'e it ministered to the interests

of the manufacturer '. And now, the critics, in looking over the

deserted waste whicli an unreasonal)le j)rotective ])olicy produced, instead

of cahnly accepting the responsibility of mortgaged farms and a depressed

rural population, attempt with perverse ingenuity, to tix the responsibility

on the School System of the country.

School System Dhpoi-ulatino thk ('ountky.

It is said, again, that our School System is de|)opulating the country.

Does any per.son believe this is true >. Whoever heard of a Canadian

expatriating himself because uf our defective School Sy.stem ? If it l)e

true, as I fear it is, that there are thousands of Canadian farmers to l)e

found on the prairies of the West, does not that prove that the School

System did not create in them a dista.ste for farming because they follow

in a foreign country the vocation for which they were trained here '. The

same argument will apply to Canadians employed in the factories of the

United Stjites. The elucati.n they received in Ontario did not untit

them f<n' industrial {iursuits elsewhere, otherwise on leaving the country

they would have changed their vocation. And as to the i)rofessional men
who leave Canada for the United States, we kn')W that the success which

they have achieved has been due, not tn the defective chai'acter of our

School .sy.steui, but to its excellence. What an illustration of the defective

early training is offere<l liy the case of Dr. Paton, President of Princeton

University, and of Dr. Osier who has obtained a tirst place at Jolms

Hopkins.

By asimila argument might we not say that those v. ho come to Canada

from the British Islands and from Euroiie exjiatriated themselves because

of the defective school systems under which they were trained. Of the

thousands, Scotch, English, Irish, Cjerman and Welsh who have made

Ontario their home, how many of them left the land of their birth because

of its educational disadvantages I

Akk Wk Ovi:k-ki)I (ATKn ^

But it is .said the peojile are being over-educated, and that instead of

l)eing contented in the sj)here in whicli they are born, the laboring classes

are n<it satisfied with the rewards of humlile though honest labor. It is

ditlicult for me to understand how a people can l)e over-educated. I

think all of us will agree that, f^ven in a technical sense, there are n(ft


