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fill condition. 200 ooTOmodlou". houses had l)efcn erected, roads had

been cut, and from t w 10 acres cleared by each settler. There were

600 head of cattlb in the colony, and the cows were in good condition

and well taken care of. There had not been time to plant mnch grain,

but that which was plantea was successful. There were good crops

of potatoes ; and the soil, after clearing, was found to be rich black

alluvium. The fish supply firom the lake wasabundtnt, and altogather

the Icelandic colonists were in a satisfied and flourishing condition

writing to their fViends in Iceland to join them. Lord DufTeriu, who
appears to have taken particular interest in this colony, spoke with

much warmth as follows

:

" Men and women of Iceland^ now citizens of Canada,

subjects of Her Majesty the Queen

:

^nd fellow

" When it was my good fortune twenty years ago to visit your

Island, I never thought that the day would come when I should be

called upon, as the representative of the British Crown, to receive

you in this country ; but the opportunitir s I have thus had of becoming

acquainted with your dramatic history, with your picturesque literature,

and the kindness I have experienced at the hands of your count/y-

men, now enable me with the greater cordiality to bid you welcome.

I have learnt with extreme sorrow of the terrible trials to which you

have been exposed so soon after your arrival by the unexpected ravages

of a terrible epidemic. Such a visitation was well calculated to damp
your spirits and to benumb your energies, aggravating as it did those

inevitable hardships which attend the first efforts of all colonists to

establish themselves in a new land. The precautions which the Local

Government was reluctantly compelled to take to prevent the spreading

of the contagion through the Province must also have been both

galling and disadvantageous, but I trust that the discouragements

which attended your advent amongst us have now forever passed

away, and that you are fairly embarked on a career of happiness and

prosperity.

" Indeed, I understand that there is not one amongst you

who is not perfectly content which his new lot and fully satisfied that

the change which has taken place in his destiny is for the better.
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