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until now it is only about seventy feet in
,depth It lias niow becomie s0 choked up
that it lias only occasionally any water in
it. But if neeessary it could casily be ro-
novated and restored to its original condi-
tion in the days of tho patriardli who dug
it thirty-six centuries ago. As I sat for a
tinie on the old stones around, the historical
associations connected with. it rose up before
xny mind's oye wsith ail the vividniess of real-
ity. I particularly thouglit of the instruc-
tive sceo described for our edification, in
the fourth chapter of the Gospel by Johin.
lu imagination I saw the woman of Samaria
with lier pitcher on lier liead come to draw
water from. the well, as wve frequently saw
the women in other places do. I seemed
to hear the Great Teacher, as lie sat on the
curb atone of the well, speaking to that
woman as nover muan spoko, of the living
water which alono cau quench tlîo thirst of
the immortal soul. A few rods to the
northwest uf the well we saw the tomb of
Joseph in Ilthe parcel of ground that Jacob
gave to lis son Joseph." Whule life last, I
will remember the impression muade on zny
mmnd as I stood by the tomb of Josepli, and
thought of ail the scenes through which ho
passod in life, and of the peaceful repose of
bis body in this beautiful vale tiil the moru-
ing of the resunrection.

Shecheni was the naine of the city tInt
existed in this picturesque, valley in tle old
patriarchal ies. The existing, city in the
days of our Saviour's sojourn in human forni
on earth is described as "la city of Samaria
which, is called Sycliar." WIen the Romans
ruade Palestine a province of tbcir great
empire they cîanged the name to Neapolis,
or the Newv City. And now iu turu the
Arabs have contracted Neapolis into
Nablûs. With each new name given to the

dtthere 1vs believe, tlie erection of a
substantially new city, and the gradual re-
moval of its site further westward in the
valley until now the modern Nablüs is
nearly a mile and a haîf west of the well of
Jacob and thie tomb of Josephi near whicli,
1 think-, ancient Shechea stood. Even in
the idmost, unchangeable east thore is occa-
mcinally seen to, be, somo truth in the fami-
liar, Il Westward the course of empire takes
its wvay." lIn any case the cilLy, as 1 saw it
nestling cosily in tle narrow vale, between
Ebal and Gerizîm, lias a surprisingly pros-

perous appearanco. The streets, it is trte,
are narrow and uncleanly like those ofm y
other Oriental cities. ]But its soljd ston&e
houses are fairly well supplied wîth the fewv
commodities which the 12,000 inhaý,bitanlt,
deoni necessary for their conifortable exist-
ence. The unfortunate 1epersk lhowdver,
wvho live, in considorable numbers in thé
suburbs of Nablûs seem to bo littie benefit-
ted by the genoral prosperity of the city,
and the beautiful suirroundingY natural
scenory. iMy hearli almost bled in sympa.
tliy for theru, as they hiold out their woodez
bowls and old tin pans, and ini plaintive,
pittous tones besougilit tho strangers from a
far country to contribute to the relief of
their urgent necessity.

It would f111 a good sized volume tu tell
the story of the Samaritans of this place and
their far-famed Pentatencli. Thero is room
hoe for only a brief paragraph in regard tu
them. At remote periods of their h1iStory,
claiming kinship with the patriarcli Jacob,
they were a numerous powverful people, but
docixnated by -%vars, and persecutionls, and
trials, and disasters, they now number, ail
told-men, womon and children-just one
hundred and sixty souls. They live in the
southwesterni part of the city. Our visit; to
their synagogue wvas to mue particularly in-
teresting and instructive. Tho higli priest,
a comparatively youthful and siender bul:
decidedly handsome man, admitted us to bis
place of worship in a very friendly, pleas-
ing manner. Having told him in advance
through our dragoman that we would not
ho satisfied with a sight of the two modern
copies of thoir Pentateuch which they gea-
erally show to uninitiated travellers, lie pro-
naised to show us the old, original manus-
cript, and ho kept bis word. And when
the venerable roll was brought out froru the
silver cylinder in whidh it is carefully kept,
it did look old and worn onougli to have
been written, as the Samaritans afflrrm, by
Abishua the son of Phineas, the son of
Eleazur, the son of Aaron.

TaIE COVENANTERS - RICHARD CAMERON.

T,119 Covenanters saved En-land snd
wSeotlard froin the tyranny and the

crafty plots of perjurod monarclis. Thecy

22 8


