THE DRY GOODS TRADE.

nadian Spring Lines.
The (umber of pring orders so far
are considerably ahead of those book-
fo same time In any previous
nadian goods have sold in
proportion to the whole vol-
trade done than ever before.
inountof Canadian woollen goods
ind_employed almost entirely
nen's garments |s larger than
ire in the history of the trade.
rease In the demand for do-
xoods has been achieved en-
i the merits of the goods. It
nas been a hard fight to overcome the
oresud which  Canadians have
shown 0 the goods manufactured in
eit wwn country. But it has been
4 succossful fight. There i3 still some
mount of prejudice to overcome, but
tis ot such & difficult matter now as
{ has been in the past. Canadans
3 largely recognizing than
ever before the merits of the domestic
goods.  Frieses and homespuns are
«lling better now than ever, and
though the range of colorings shown
arger than heretofore sales are sthl
ade In blacks and greys.
zes (o1 skirts will be even a great
ture in the coming spring than
been In the past. Ladies will
Jute this statement. The gle
ace and reversible cloth are sl
shown In such & varlety that any
aste as 10 style or quality can be suit
J. In addition to friezes and home-
spuns mude in Canada, there has been
L very successful attempt made In
Zebeline effects, which In quality and
style 15 superior to the German made
ng, which shows that our manu-
« know better than their for
clgn npetitors do what to provide
for the consumers at home. Canadian
goods (n this line are more sultable
o the style of garment for which
the Zebeline Is used by Canadlan wo-
men. The Canadian goods are not on-
¥ better, but they are cheaper. They
re of greater width than the import
«d goods, und consequently offer bet-
wr value. The imported gouds have
t0 be cut In width in order to allow
helr makers to compete with the
Canadian goods. In imported stuff
the goods of French manufacture are

THE COMMERCIAL.

Grocery Trade Notes.

Mull advices recelved from Barba-
does of the date of December 7 say
of su; Jur reaping season will
probably open about February next
During  the fortnight we have had
some good rains, very favorable for
the young crop; the plant canes are
doing very well, and the rattoons
have also Improved, although low for

<4

this time of the year. The weather
Is now much coole
Hamilton, Dec.
Packers' associatl oncluded  its
session to-day. ng the meeting
the packers decided Lo establish stand
dard qualities for various goods, and
a committee will Inspect the outputs
of the factories assoclated with the
assoclation, and grade prices accord
ing to standards. Packers also con-
cluded that relieve the  present
overproduction, an export trade was
necessary, and arrangements were
made to establish stores in England
Scotland and Irelund, and to adopt up
to-date methods to bring before Brit-
ishers the goods put up by Canadian
packers.
Figures Just hand, under date
ovember 30, show the total ship-
ments of currants for the season
from G to be about 92,000 tons,
Inst about 46,000 tons lust
year and about 96,000 tons the year
vious. Since November 30 it ap-
pears that about 9,000 tons have been
loaded for Engf
ent, and 10,000 tons has
n booked for export for shipment
mber. "Even with these
large engugements, it s estimated
that the carry-over in Greece on
January 1 availal'e for export will
be about 26,000 tons. It is quite cer-
tain, therefore, that the crop has
turned out considerably in excess of
estimates at time of gathering,

¢ Canadlan

Hardware Trade Notes.

Staple hardware lines hold strong
In price in nearby United States mar
kets and there is but little indication
of weakness anywhere. The reason
for this 1s not hard to find. It is due
to the unbending firmness of the raw
materials market and the

much more largely for the
anadian trade than the German
gouds. Cashmeres, nuns' velling and
Amazons are doing better than ever.
Canadian-made broadcloths lead all
ines In the finer faced goods, and to
lay ure asked for in preference to the
imported  men's  woollens.—Toronto

Dry Goods I rade Notes.
Linen trade at lurge buying centres
s¢s 10 be very active t momndh
values will be firmly heid.
Iweed cloths are guing <o be popu-
In Canada for next season's Wear.
the popular colors will be  bronae,
wuwn and bronze green. Sripe ef
s will be greatly worn.
anadian  manutacturers are weli
w 1 with the prospects for busi-
fess slis year in disinouvely Cana-
lanl (s Uhey say that home manu
actures ure steadily growing in favor
and that much of the prejudice which
nce existed dn favor of Imported
n overcome.  Canadian
ns are espealally popular
Women.
sholesale dry gouds people re
the prospects for speing business
With ther as belug very bright. They
sy that retail stocks everywhere are
very 15 @ result { the large fail
i demand and as very few
g woods have been carried for-
ward {1 last year there should be a
£od aiive demand the coming sea-
wn

.
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= |

Butter.
hstanding the recent dullness
nghish market, says the Mon-
wle Bulletin, exporters have
king up a few lots of cholce
vamery; but this quality is
ind takes a lot of selecting
ving around  to secure the
© ¥ article.  When found

Ny to We and even 2le
ald. Local buyers have
1 plcking up a few lots In

20 Lo 2040, about 1,200 pack-

this class being reported at

lcures, the quality being class-
. The market ¢herefore ts
“ady. The market for dairy

very dull, the only business

) us being a few orders fil-

brospect of any accumula-
In the near .

urance
of large  demand during
1002,

In the United States the market for
window glass has heid fairly steady
during the past few weeks at the re

ced prices Inaugurated by the tru
for the purpose of freezing out, it
sible, the independent manufacturing
concerns, which cut deepiy into the
trust's trade last year. It is now
Stated that a further reduction is

kely to go into effect at once In pur
suance of this same policy.

The iron and steel industries of the
United Btates are still badly orippled
by the want of transportation facill
ties. Rallway car and power shortage
has by prevalent for several months
Past, oWing to heavy eastward move-
ment of grain. It was confidently ex-

that this is not to be the case,
general  traffic  of the ocountry has
maintained a great py portion of its
volume while the carryin, capacity of
the rallroads has been serlously re-
duced by the exces slve wear and tear
o which the rolling stock has been
subjected lately. pcomotives  have
been In continuous use day and night
for so long that many of them are
practically used up and will need ex-
tensive repairs.

Implement Trade Notes.

The Moline Plow Company 1s enlarg
ing Its plant at Moline, Ill. The new
bullding will be an Independent one,
aix storeys high, and will cost $125,-
000,

sl no definite move on the
nited States twine manufac-
turers to fix prices for next year. The
big concerns are making contracts
subject to market conditions later.
Willlam Deering, head of the great
harvesting machine concern which
bears his name, severed his connec-
tion with the Institution on Dec. 20,
when his Interest in the company was
transferred to his sons, Charles and
ames Deering, and his son-in-law,
Richard F. Howe. The Deering Ha
vester Company (Incorporated) sur-
rendered their charter some fifteen
months ago and became a copartner-
ship consisting of Willlam Deering,
Charles Deering, James Deering and

Richard F. Howe, The three last nun
ed have been actively connected with
the concern for a long time, and have
been, In fact, the active managers of
the business for a number of yeurs,
Willlam Deering devoting only a p
of his time to the company's affair
Mr. Deering became connected with
the harvester business in 1871, and
has been eminently successful.  All
the trade will hope that he may fully
regain his health, and be able for
many years to enjoy, unburdened of
business cares, his well-earned for
tune.~Farm Implement News,

Boot and Shoe Material

On account of the shortage of raw
goatskins some of the largest
factories on the other side of the lin.
have been compelled to reduce then
output. This will enhance still fur
ther values in kid stock, and will have
the effect of stimulating the demand
for substitutes. Light grades of call
Wil therefore be increasingly popular,
and there is considerable talk of the
renewal of vestings yerr quite
a few samples were shown, and this
year there Is promise of further de
velopment along this line. Cheap
vestings were responsible for the sel
back this materfal received two o
three seasons ago. With attractive
durable goods there Is no reason In
the world why the cloth top shoe
should not be Immensely popular. It
Is neat, adapts itself to the contour
of the foot and provides ventilation
such as It not possible with leather
Some very nobby lines are shown this
year on the other side of the line in
the better grades.—Shoe and Leather
Journal.

Lumber Trade Notes.

A wire from Vancouver, on Dec. 20,
said:  Work h commenced on the
new §25,000 saw mill on Georgia
street, Vancouver. D. E. Sprague, of
Winnipeg, Is largely Interested. Oth
ers Interested are ex-Mayor Scott, of

Westminster; George MoCormick, M
P, Muskoka; and Theo, Ludgate,
Seattle.

The year closes with prices at
highest point of the year, and appar-
ently more solid than at any previous
time In two years, says Th

unanimity as to this point, regardless
as to the department of trade or the
section of the country, whether manu-
facturers, wholesalers or retadlers In
pine or In hardwoo whether on the
Pacific coast, in the south, the mid-
dle north or the east. For almost the
first time during the year the east is
unanimous and brings into the strong
column all the woods of importance.
Whether the Ik be of white pine,
spruce, hemlock, North Carolina pine,
yellow pine or the hardwoods, the
story is the same—a good demand,
comparatively light stocks, and «
strong and advancing market.

large number of men are belng
taken out of Winnipeg now for work
in the tie camps and lumber shanties
of the Lake of the Woods and Ralny
River districts. J. D. McArthur left
on Saturday last to visit his camps
at Lac du Bonnet, Nipegon and Rainy
River. Mr. McArthur stat hat the
demand for tles in rallway construc-
tion promised to be larger next sea-
son than ever before, and large con
tracts were being gi
rallway companies. He has 1,000 men
employed In his varlous camps, and
expeots to have several hundred more
before the season closes. J. W. Bu-
chanan, rallway contractor and lum-
berman, states to-day that he had
over 500 men engaged In camps at
Ignace, Shebandowan and on the
Rainy river and Lake of the Woods.

be filed during the next two months.
The contractors report that nearly all
the surplus labor will be engaged In
the woods this winter, and at wages
above the average.

Railway and Traffic Matters.

Thomae E. Birbeck, formerly of
Spokane, and late of the C. P. . has
been appointed general freight and
passenger agent of the Republic and
Grand Forks rallway with headquar-
ters at Grand Forks. Mr. Birbeck first
entered the service of the C. P. R. In
1883.

A wire from Port Arthur on Dec.
28 sald : Navigation Is still open at
Port Arthur; Thunder Bay is clear of
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ice up to the elevator and breakwater
and there Is nothing to have prevent
ed steamers carrying out  Manitoba
wheat all month. The question of pro
louging the scason of navigation wlil
BOC be a live issue of the northwes:
continues to produce as much whea
as it did this year

G. H. Strevel, of Winnlpeg, the well
known railroud contractor, arrived
back from Toronto this wek, where
he has been securing a contract foi
next summer on Canadlan Northeru
construction into Frince Albert, My
Strevel and his son leave for St. Louis
about March Ist to buy 200 mules
The name of the firm will then b
Known as G, Strevel & 8Son, rail
way contractors,

A definite plan of
proposed

ction to defeat the
« North

orthern and Bur
lington railway systems has been un
animously agreed upon by the gov-
ernors and ultorney-generals of the
seven northwestern states in which
these roads have mileage. Legal ac-
tuted Immediately in
Minnesota courts with this object in
view as a result of th convention
held at Helena, 3 tu consider
the matter.
The Canadian  Northern  Rallway
Company will, at the next session of
Dominion paritament, apply tor char

a polnt between Port
it Frances northeaster
southwesterly to Que
bee Ciiy, With branches to Port Ar
thur, Ottawa and  Montreal. From
McCreary station, Manitobs, on the
Dauphin line, o the southerly bound
ary of the province. From the Nat
rows of Lake Manitoba Lo a point be
tween Edinonton  and  the  Yellow
d Pass. From a point near Swan
River to the Pacific coast pear
Skeena, by way of the Pine River
Pass N 4 polnt on the line easi
of Edmonton in Alberta to the Red
Deer river. From a point near Hang
ng Hide river, Saskatchewan, to the
mouth of the Carrot river, r Pas-
mission. The company will also appi
for an act empowering it to acquin
and utllize certain water power fran
hises and to Issue debentures, stock
securities in connection witn

its system.

Year's Failur

New York, Jun l.—Reports 1o K
U. Dun & Co. show that fallures for
the year 1001 were 11002 in number
and S1B002876 in amount of Liabik-
ties, while ot banking and other fidu-
clacy insitutions, there were
solvencies, involving  §IS,018,374, @
txal of 11070 defaults and $151,111,-

U llabilities. Thesc ligures compare
very tavorably with the 10,535 failures
1000, with Liabilivies of §174,113,-
of which 39  were banks for
7,003,
inufacturing  disasters  In 1901

d 21, with an indebtedness
, compared with
the previous year owing $ol
while there were TG0  susper
of traders for §52,000,640, agalnst 7,
S In 1000, with liabilities of 3.

The defaulted llabilities weve
M ceims ‘o each $1,000 of bank ex-
chan 4
firms in business s
tire of d ed Indebledness
each concern
amount compared  with  §11
1000, whlle going back to 1
avecage was $NLD,

In many ways <he prosperous con-
ditions In the U. S. were shared
across the border for commeroial
failures in the Dominlon of Canada
were fewer In number and smaller
In amount of llabllities than in five of
the preceding seven years, s o
banking insolvencies the statement
was even more favorable, no one of
the earlier years making as good an

exhibit. Al commercial  defaults
numbered 1,341,  with liabilities of
10,811,671, which compa: with 1,-
b in 1000, owing $11,4 * 1

manufacturing there were
ures for $3,505,000 against 308 in
previous wih ilabilities of X3.201,665,
Trading failures numbered 1,020 with
a tota! Indebtedness of 80,8 ),
compared_with 1010 In the previous
vear for §7.252,840.

C. Trester, of Hamburg, Germany,
anived In Winnipeg this week and {s
staying at the Clarendon. Mr. Tres-
ter has been looking about with a
view to finding some business opening
In Manitoba in which he might take
an interest.




