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And by sec. 9 of the same statute, it is further
enacted :—
. "And in overy cnso where the justice or justices sha'l
issue his or their warraat w the first instanee, the matter ol
such information ehall be substantiated by the oath or affiim-
ation of the informant, or by ~ome wititess or witnesses in his
behalf, before any such warrant shall be wsued.”

If a warrant be issued without an information on
oath, according to the stawnte first laid, the magis-
trate issuing it iz liable 10 an action, even for a
slight temporary imprisunment, if the party were
apprehended on the warrant so itproperiy ssted V)
It may be added, that under the 2ud section of the
Magistrate’s Protection Act,tel no action will lie for
any act done under a warrant to procure the appear-
ance of the party which shall be fullowed by a
conviction or order, in the same matter, until after
such conviction or order shall be quashed, nor for
anything done under a warrant which hasnot been
followed by a conviction, or under a warrant upon
an information for an alleged indictable oflence, if
in such cases a summons has been previously
served and not obeyed.

As to the exercise of the discretionary power,
when possessed by justices, 1o issue a warrant in
the first instance, we refer to what was said before
at page 103 and 202. The issuing the warram
instead of proceeding by summons, should be the
exception rather than the rule, unless, indeed, in
cases under the Petly Larceny Act, which are in
the nature of Felonies : in these cases, unless the
offence be of a very trifling description, or the de-
fendant is in that respeetable station of life which
would negative the idea of thievery, or an intention
to abscond, a warrant would be the appropriate

rocess. It is again urged that in every case,

efore a man s deprived of his liberty, an oath of
his having committed an offence ought to be made :
that is but reasonable and just, and magistrates
cannot be too strongly impressed with this view.

ON THE DUTIES OF CORONERS,
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J11.~—~APPEARANCES TO BE NOTED IN RELATION TO
THE BODY.

It ia desirable that every circumstance connected
with the death of the party should be fully made
known at the Inquest, and yet through inattention
on the part of witnesses it frequently happens that
very imperfect evidence is submitted to the Jury.
Too much importance cannot be atiached to the
minute and careful examination of the body, and
its relation to surrounding objects ; we take, there-
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fore, from a late work on ¢ Medical Jurisprudence”
the subjoined excellent zuggestions for the guidance
of witnesses and medieal wen,  From the nature
of hix professional duties the medical man has
many opportunities of finthering the ends of jus-
Aice. * Whenever, then, he is ealled to witness the
_dyving or the dead, under circumstances of suspi-
cion, he should Le alive toall that is passing around
“him, that no object, however trifling, which may
posxibly throw light on the cause of deaih, may
Le overlouhed ™ Inall cases the position of the
body, its appearance and the objects which sur-
round it, should be aceurately noticed, but in the
past morfem examination the skill and Jeaning of
the Medical Practitioner are relied vpon 1o detect
the hidden traces of violence. The subject admits
of two divisions : 1st, the relation of the body to
surrounding objects ; and, 2ndly, the pos! mortem
inspeetion for legal purposes.

1.—~RELATION OF THE BODY TO SURROUNDING OBJECTS.

The place in which the Body is found.—This is the firat
thing winch will attract attestion 3 and the first caution with
regard to it is. not to conclude too hastily, that a spot in which
the body is discovered is that in which death actually took
place. A case enforemg this caution, and strongly reminding
us of the story of the Houchback in the Arabian Nights,
occurred atout forty years since at Liverpool. A body was
fonnd in an npright position. supported by railings whirh
fenced a shipwright’s ymd.  On examunation, it was proved
that the deceased had "been killed by « fracture of the skull
wilicted by some blunt instrument. A rewind was oflered :
every effoit was made to discover the muiderer, and several
parties were tahen up on suspicion, but arquitted fiom warnt
ol evidence. YFoits vears afterwards. an o d woman, on her
death-bed, made 1he following confession : she was standing
at *he deor of hier house, and the deceased, passing by in a
state of 1 toxication, caught hold of her. She ran into the
fiont parlor. and he with her ; she called out, ard her hus-
baud, who was a pilot, happening to come in at the moment,
took up the poker and killed the deceased at one blow. He
and his wile, terrified at what had happened. began to think
how the body should te di-posed of, when the wife hit upon
the plan of taking the body out, between 12 and 1 at night,
being very dark. and rearing it against the railings, where it
was found by the watchman. The corpse was carried by
her husband a distance of 200 or 300 yards from his House.(a)

The position of the body.—We must endeavor (o ascertain
whether tlus yosition corresponds with the supposed or ascer-
tained cause of death.  In the case just quoted, the mere {act
of a man killed {ya blow on the head being tound in an
upright possion. would have 'ed tv the inference that the body
had been placed in that position after death. It is not un-
common for a murderer, afier having dispatched his victim,
to dispose of the bady in such a way as to_make it appear
that 1ge deceased died by his own hard. Thus persons who
have been poisoned, have been susgended by the neck, or
thrown into the water.  Sir Edmundbwy Godfiey was found
lying in a ditch with a distinct mak about his neck, which
was dislocated, and with his own sword passed throvgh his
body ; and there 1s iittle reason to Jdoubt that he was first
strangled : tha the wound was inflicted aftes his death, and
that the body was so disposes! of asto’lead to the belief that he
had committed suicide.(b) It may happen, in cazes of this
kind, that something hias been omitted by the criminal in the
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