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T cannot for a moment
be maintaiued that great
criminals have flot liad
their place in literature,

in aithougli some ef them
have obtained their dis-

henourable mention quite as much by
reasen of their exal 'ted position as by
the euormity of their crimes, of whom
we miglit ta.ke Nere, Heliogabalus and
the. Borgia Pope, Alexander VI, as
examples. But the Irlalimen Wil-
liam Burke and William Hare, wlio
were members of the. very lowest
stratum of society, have obtained
their place iu literature solely by

e!so o the novelty and euormity
of the unparalleled wickedness of
whieh tliey were guilty. They are
certainly iu literature, for they are
referred te by Sir Walter Scott both
ln bis. leters and in the Journal, by
John Gibeon Leckhart, by Lord Cock-
buru, by Thomas de Quincey, by
RLobert CJhambers, by Lord Macaulay,
by George Eliot, by James Grant, the
noveliat, by Professer Saintsbury, by
Robert Louis Stevenson, by Arelibiali-
op Trench, aud by Mrs. Gaskell. The.
flod of contemporary doggerel verses
for cons'uuption on the street was cen-
ui4erable. The trial ef Burke aud bis

paraourHelen Macdougall, is the.
subjeet of several treatises, eue as
ear1ly as 1829, the. other as late as
1884.. The murders were the aubjeet

of mgazie articles as late as 1867.
Dr. Robert Knox, whose d'issectlng-

rooxns received ail the. victims, insisted
on a commission being called together
to luvestigate the. sensatienal charges
made against him >-and within three
years of the. murders, Parlianient
passed an act for the licensing and
supervising ef duly qualified teachers
of practical anatoniy. As recently as
April, 1917, lu the first number et the
first volume et "The Annais of Medi-
cal Hfistory", publlshed lu New York,
there is an article by Dr. Charles W.
Burr on "'Burke and Hare aud the.
Psychology of Murder>. Dr. Fielding
H. Garrison, ini is exhaustive and
valuable "History et Medicine">, lias
a briet but accurate acceunt et the
murders, lu which. lie discusses Knox's
innocence.

William Burke, 11ke Captalu Boy-
cott, bis tellow-couutryman, is one et
the. tew men wliose naine lias become
an Eughish verb, for "te burke» au iu-
quiry is te stifle it ---stifling or suife-
cating bis lutoxicated victims beiug
the methed adepted by this murderer
te avoid leaving auy trace et extern~a
violence ou the. body. In i 8r Walter
Scett's diary for Marci 7tli, 1829, we
read: "This extrication et my aifairs,
theugli only a Piagali prospect, oceu-
pies my mind more than la fitng; bu~t
without some sucli lopes I mnust have
feit l1k. eue e! the. victims of the
wretcli Burke, struggling againat a
smotherlug weiglit on my besoin, till
Nature <eould endure it no longer,"
Burke's metiiod apparently dlsturbed


