
Thus, not alone were many infected persons 
overlooked and many uninfected persons wrong
ly held, but also the disease spread oftentimes 
from those infected who were in the net to the 
uninfected who were kept in with them, so that 
old-fashioned quarantine, while it protected the 
community but partially, meant often poverty, 
disease, and death to those caught in its toils. 
No wonder the very name of quarantine makes 
many people shudder.

New-fashioned quarantine is not a blanket 
method, blunderingly catching in its blindfold 
grip both sick and well, the harmless and the 
harmful, indiscriminately. New-fashioned quar
antine requires definite detailed knowledge ap
plied with care and patience, not mere force.

Now, everyone wishes infectious persons 
handled so that infection ceases. Even the in
fectious do not wish to spread their own infec
tion. The thing that chafes and riles the aver
age person is not restriction hut unjust restric
tion ; either restriction of non-dangerous persons, 
or restriction of some of the dangerous only while 
others just as dangerous go free.

No mother minds the exclusion of her infec
tious child from public school, if her neighbor’s 
infectious child is excluded also. Every physi
cian would report his cases if every other physi
cian did so too.

Here then is the solution, based on human 
nature, on common sense, and on the most scien
tific knowledge. Find, through the methods of 
epidemiology, of the laboratory, and of the vital 
statistician, skilfully combined by experts, these 
dangerous persons, whether sick or well—these 
only dangerous persons, those who carry on them 
or in them, germs of infectious diseases. Set
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