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to stop the descent of its enormous bulk. In the Cascade

mountains, and near the mouth of the Columbia river, they

rise to the height of three hundred feet. They split exceed-

ingly well, and make the finest boards of any timber I have

ever seen, I cut one tree, from which I sawed twenty-four

cuts of three foot boards, and there are plenty of such speci-

mens all around me, yet untouched.

The white cedar is very fine timber, and is nearly if not

quite equal to the red cedar of the States. In the vicinity of

Linntan, it grows to the size of three feet in diameter, and is

tail enough to make six rail cuts to the tree. I have cut two
warehouse logs, thirty feet long, ott' one tree, and three of

the same logs otf a red fir, which was only about fourteen

inches in diameter at the stump. The cedar splits remark-

ably well, makes fine rails, shingles, or house-logs, and lasts

a lifetime.
^

The white oak timber is better for waggon-making than
any specimens to be found east of the Rocky Mountains, and
it is the best wood that can be had for axe-handles, and for

similar purposes. It grows about as tall as in the States. The
black oak, which also grows profusely in our forests, makes
excellent iire-wood, and answers likewise for many other pur-

poses.

In the range of mountains back of Linntan, we have plenty

of the hc.miock, the bark of which is fine for tanning hides

;

and I liave no doubt that ere long, the skins that will be
stripped from our large herds of stock, will be extensively

converted into leather, by its agency. We have also the dog-
wood and cherry-maple, sprinkled among the firs and cedars.

The hazel of this country is four times larger than that of the
States, and is also much tougher in its texture ; it is exten-

sively used for hoops, and for the manufacture ot a coarse

kind of scrub broom. The fruit of this -tree is of a lighter

color than the hazel-nuts of the States, and they are of the
shape and size of a chinkapin acorn. Persons coming from
the States will find very little timber here hke that to which
they have been accustomed, for aU of it is on a grander scale.

The black ash and dog-wood are very similar to those ofTen-
nessee and Kentucky, and the white oak is perhaps but little

difierent from any eastward of the mountains. But we have
no walnut, hickory, percimmon, pawpaw, locust, cotfee-nut,

chesnut, sugar-tree, box-elder, poplar, sycamore, or elm.

K

li

::: ! I

hi

p.

1,1

!, i


