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, . COMMERCE, &c, ,

AS a fudden revolution— an unprecedented

cafe— the independence of America, has

encouraged the vvildeft fallies of imagination;

Syftems have been preferred to experience, Rafh
theory to fuccefsful practice, and the Naviga-

tion Adt itfelf, the gaurdian of the profperity of

Britain, has been ahnoft abandoned by the levity

or ignorance of thofe, who have never ferioufly

examined the fpirit or the confequence of anci-

ent rules. Our calmer reflediions will foon dif-

cover, that fuch great facrifices are neither requi-

fite nor expedient ; and the knowledge of the ex-
ports and imports of the American Hates, will

afford us fads and principles to afcertain the
value of their trade, to forcfee their true inte-

feft and probable condudV, and to choofe the

wifeft meafurcs (the wifeft are always the
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