
^ CORRESPONDENCE

LETTER I.

TO LEVI LINCOLN.

Montic^n^, Aagttit 30, 1803.

Tbe inclosed letter c&me to hand by yesterday's posti. Yoa
lifilVlbe 9fii9inbte^ oftbe eircjumstances which roaket it iniprop^ Uiat

I should ha^rard a formal answer, as well as of the deare its frigBi^y

SM^ct naturally excites, that those concerned in it should under-

stand that the spirit they express is friendly viewed.
. Yo^i^

judge also front your knowledge of the ground^ whether it jn|^Jle

us|e?M%' encouraged. I take the liberty, therefore, of ^aiii^Kig

mjnBelf of your neighborhood to Boston, and of your friendSmf-io

the, lb request you to say to the ipaptain and others verbally woat-
ever you think would be proper, as expnissive of tny sentiineQts<»i

the subject. Witli respect to tlie day on which they wish ta fix their

anniversary, they may be told, that disapproving myselfof transfer-

ring the hcMnors and veneration for the great birthday of our repub*!

Uc to any individual, or of dividing them with individuals, I have de-

clined lettii^ my own birthday,be known, and have engaged my
family not to communicate it. This has been the uniform ansWttr

to every application of the kind.

On further conadeftition as to the amendndent to our conslitU"

tbn relucting Louisiana, I have thought it better, instead of enu«

noerating the powers which Congress may exercise, to give them
. ihe same powers they have as to other portions of the Union gene-

rally, and to enumerate the special exceptions, in some sudi fonn
as tlie fc^owing.

* Louisiana^ as ceded by France to the United States, is made
a part of &e United States, its white inhabitants shall be citisens,

and stand, as to their rights ai^ obligations, on the same fecMiing

with otbw citiMm of the United StateS:. in anal^is idtuatiops.

VOL. IV. i


