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part of tho wator-shctl timl ilividcn tin- bnsin of tlio Hod Hivi i di ii^,

Noitli from that of tlic MiHsiHHi|)|)i. This chiiniu'l has heon oviilom;

tlio foiirso of a great rivor since tho drill was deiio>ited. Aftir t]

,

river ceiisod to Mow here, portions of tho ijottoin of the vail, v hmj
het'oino tilled to tho sli^'ht depths often or twenty feet by alluviul ln,,[,

hrniiirjit in hy trihiitary streams, ami tlie intervening portioio of il,,.

old valley are oeciipied by tiio long, narrow and shallow Lakes 'f raveiv>

and Big Stone, the former outflowing nortliward by tho Hois dc^ Simi^

to tho Kod River, and tho latter southward by the Minnesota ilivcni

the Mississippi. Tiio genertil level of the land on each side df i), ,j

water-course is about 1,100 feot above the sea; tho heigiits of Laku.

Traverse ai\d Mig Stone are respectively !I71 :ind '.>i!;{ feet abdvo tli'

sea; and tiio lowest point of the divide between them, in iirown.

Valley, is only throe foot idiovo liake Traverse. A valley of >iiiiii;ii.

size extends all along the course of tlu' Minnesota Ilivor; but lowuil

the north the broad wator-coursc, with the adjoining highland 'inen!,

side, ends within a lew miles.

The country north of Lake Traverse sinks gradually to a irwl
i ;

mucli above the small Boisdcs Sioux Kiver, which flows north I!.') luilt.

emptying into the Red iiivcr of the North at Hreckenridge ami Wai,-

poton. The Eed Iliver, here turning idjruptly from its western cniii>,.
|

tlows thence north to Li'ke Winnipeg. 2S,') miles. These streams ni'eu|.v

The Reil RiviT^''^
"'^'"' Jopression of a vast |)lain of glacial drift and lacustrine ar.i

Valley. fluvial deposits, Ibrty to lifty mik's wide and more than iJOil miie.

long, stretching from Lake Traverse to Lake Winni])eg. This e.xpan-

wiilcly I'anu'd for the large hiirvests and superior ([uality of its wiiratJ

is commonly called the Red iJivor Valley, it has a veiy uniform (i:!

tinuous descent northward, averaging a little loss than one fnot [t.-l

mile. So >liglit an iiudiiuition is imperceptible to tho e^'O, as is ;i'.)|

the more considerable ascent, u>uaily two or three feet per niili', f*

the fir>t ten or fifteen miles to the east and west from the Hed [iiver.l

This rivor Hows along tho lowest portion oi' tht; plain, somewhat oal

of its central line, in a (juite direct general course from sv)Uth to n.ir.lT

but meanders almost everywhere with minor bends which I'ariy •J

alternately a half mile or one mile to each side of its main eouisi'.

has cut a channel twenty to fifty feet deep and is bordered by only i J
an<l narrow areas of bottomland, instead of which its banks u. 'i;ilj|

rise steeply on one side and by moderate slopes on the other, to :ii

lacustrine jilain which thence reaches nearly level ten to thirty inifel

from tlu^ river.

Where the surface rises on each side of this expanse, ilefinitu iiLl

continuous beach deposits are found marking the shore lines of u v;/

lake which tbrmerly covered the Red River Valley and byitsoiitt'


