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spect to be a legislator : he may even
be a total abstainer ; but if he does
not believe in Prohibitory legislation,

and refuses to submit his conscience

to that in which he does not believe,

he is to be excludi'd from public life,

and the State is to be (h>prived of his

services. On the other hand, the most
transparently dishonest submission is

accepted as a title to support. A
fierce electoral contest is going on
with forces evenly balanced, and every-

body is in doubt about tiie result.

Suddenly it is announced that one of

the candidates has consented to take

the Prohibition pledge. There is no
concealment as to his motive ; but he

gets the Prohibitionist vote, and by its

help rides in over the head of his more
scrupulous rival, while eminent Chris-

tians and religious journals applaud

a triumph gained over public morality

by fraud and lying. It is needless to

say that Prohibitionism becomes a

marketable commodity among poli-

ticians, and furnishes th(> ladder by

which knavery climbs co tlie mark of

its ambition. It is now, perhaps,

after Irish clanship, the most noxious

of the sectional organisations, the

number of which is alw <,ys on the in-

crease, and which are destroying the

character of the citizen and lendering

elective goverment impossible by

treating the State as an oyster to be

opened with the knife of their vote

for tlieir own ])articular end.

Once more then, and with increased

emphasis, let me suggest that before

the British Parliament commits itself

to Prohibitive legislation it should

send a Commis.sion of IiKpiiry to the

United States and Canada.

GoLDWiN' Smith.

Toronto, Januanj 25.
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