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" direct iH'cuiuary assistance, to the oliject, and that, except in Uritisli (/oluinhia, ho had no
" jiower to make any ;,'nint of liiiul for tlie piirimse.

" H(^ had written to the Hudson's l>ay Company, tlirougli whose territories any such
" coniniui 'cation must pass, to en(|uire what facilitic^s tliey would ho ready to aft'ord to the
" und'Ttakiuf,'," and su<;<rpsted "tliat tlie f,'eiitlemen associated with Messrs. Haring and Ulyn
' .-.iiduld jilace themselves in communication with tlie Chairman of that Company," and "in
"case of any satisfactory arrangements heing made with them. His (irace would write to the
" ( liivernors of ('anada and Uritish (Jolumliia and endeavour to procure for Me^jsrs. ]>ariiig and
"(!lyn some concession of land from tliose ('olonies."

In pursuance of (he foregoing, the Colonial OlHce addressed a letter to the Hudson's Bay
Com])any (Annexuro 13, No. 1, j>. fi), in whicli occurs tliis passage:—"As, liowever, the
'• projiosed connnunication could only ix^ carried through tho territory ov(t whidi the Hudson s

" I '«ay (yompany claims rights. His (! race though not permitting liimself to douht, from tho
" tenour of your letter of tlu? I'Jtli May, that the C/ompany would allord such facilities as are

" in their power for co-operating in tliis great [)ul>lic object, would, nevei'thelesa, be glad to

" learn distinctly whetiier tlujy woidd concede a lin<! of territory to any company which men
"of such jiosition and cliaractei' as those who have signed the enclosed letter might form for

" the ])urpose."

Again, on tlie .'Ust -July, li^G2, in a letter on tho same subject (Annexurt^ 13, No. 9, p. 8)

to the Hudson's Hay Comjiany, th(^ Colonial Office i-efers to the route of coiinimnication as "a
"road through the country comprised in your charter."

On the 'JStli April, 1SG.'5, (Ann<^xure 1.*?, p. 1.3) " Heads of proposals for establishing the
" telegraphic^ and postal connnunication" W((re submittcul to the Colonial Otlice by the; Promoters'

Comj)anv, and amongst the terms was ~ " No. 1. That tho Imperial Goverimient, the Colonies

"of Canada, and Itritish Columbia shall, within the territories belonging to them, grant to the

"Company" (the promoters' Company) " sueli land belonging to the Crown or Company"
(t. I.., Iludson's I'ay Company), "and all such rights as may bo required, •kc," and No. 3. "In
" case the route shall I'un through Crown lands not within the limits of Canada or British

"Columbia, nor within the teriitory claimable by the Hudson's ISay Coinj)any, the Company"
(;'. »'., the promoters' Company) " shall b(^ entitl<?d to demand Crown grants to tht^ extent of

"ti\i' stpiare miles for every mile of telegraph line with such Crown lands."

Replying on 1st May, 18G3 (Annexure 1.3, No. 14, p. 13), the Colonial Othce remarked :

—

" Article 1.— His Ciraco sees no objc^ction to the grant of land contemplated in this article, but
" the ' rights ' stipulated for, itc." * * * *

" His (Irace apprehends that the Crown land contemplated in Article 3 is the territory

" lying between the Eastern Boundary of British Columbia and tho territory purporting to be

"granted to tin; Hudson's Bay Company by this charter."

" His (i race must clearly explain that Her Majesty's Uovernment do not undertake, in

" [lerforniance of this article of the agreement, to go to the expense of settling any questions
" of disputed boundary, but only to grant laud to which the Crown title is clear."

In connection with this remark by the Colonial Office, it may be convenient to note hei'e,

that on tho 20th July, 1863 (Hansard, 3rd seiies, vol. clxxii., p. 1052), Mr. Wyld asked tlie

Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, if H(t Majesty's Government had signified their

intention to grant 1,000,000 acres of Crown territory traversed by a proposed telegraphic line

between Canada and British Colunil>ia; if the Government had determined in which district

the gnTt was to bo made.

Mr. Chichester Fortescue, in replying, stated (Hansard, vol. clxxii., p. 1053):—"The
" district to which the question of the Hon. gentleman referred, if it existed at all, lay between
" the western limits of the boundary claimed by the Hudson's Bay Company and the eastern
" limits of British Columbia. It was probable it would be under the Govornment of Canada,

"as it was separated from Britisii Columbia by a mountain chain."

Mr. Fortescue is understood to refer here to the part of the line which it was contemplated

might leave Rupert's Land before reaching British Columbia in order to strike the Rocky
Mountains at a convenient pass, and then the route would necessarily pass through territory

included in neither Rupert's Land nor in Briti.sh Columbia.

In Parliamentary Papers, 438 of 1863, No. 14, p. 14 (Annexure 13), it will be seen that,

uiidtsr date Ist May, 1863, Mr. Fortescue addressed the promoters of tho Telegraphic Company,
saying:—" His Grace takes it for granted that if the Imperial Government and that of British


