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puHSod in armu, but his talk wua uot of earthly warfare nor

of (^artlily kin^donia. llo Bpoke only of the kingdom of

heaven, and what lie muHt do to niuko a succeHsful inroad

and gain an eternal inheritance in that blessed country.

He was ecjually indefatigable in preparing for his Bpiritual

as for his mortal campaign. Instead, however, of mailed

warrioi*s tramping through his courts, and the shrill neigh

of steed or clang of trumi>et echoing among their walls, there

were seen holy priests and barefoot monks passing to and
fro, and the halls resounded with the sacred melody of litany

and psalm. So pleased was Heaven with the good works of

this pious cavalier, and especially with rich donations to

churches and monasteries which he made under the guidance

of his spiritual counselors, that we are told it was given to

him to foresee in vision the day and hour when he should

pass from this weary life and enter the ? nansions of eternal

rest.

Knowing that the time approached, he prepared for his

end like a good Christian. He wrote »o the kings of Leon
and Navarre in terms of great humility, craving their pardon

for all past injuries and offenses, and entreating them, for

the good of Christendom, to live in peace and amity, and
make common cause for the defense of the faith.

Ten days before the time which Heaven had appointed

for his death he sent for the abbot of the chapel and convent

of Arlanza, and bending his aged knees before him, con-

fessed all his sins. This done, as in former times he had

shown great state and ceremony in his worldly pageants, so

now he arranged his last cavalgada to the grave. He praj-ed

the abbot to return to his monastery and have his sepulcher

prepared for his reception, and that the abbots of Sts. Sebas-

tian and Silos and Quirce, with a train of holy friars, might

come at the appointed day for his body; that thus, as he

commended his soul to Heaven through the hands of his con-

fessor, he might, through the hands of these pious men,

resign his body to the earth.

When the abbot had departed, the count desired to be


