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Ockreu In nev^rul \\wU of tliu province, but chii>fly in the eiivironn of

Thr<>'' lUv^rn, at St. Anne dfl Hnanpr6, ami in immenso f|nnniiti*>rt on the north

liortf of tl»e St. liftwrenon from th»* Sagiii'nay dnwHwanlH.

I'cfro/fiiiH Iti<li»'ttli()in ol thin niintral have het-u nottMl at novpral poii\t»

in »h« t50iuuy of •uwpo, and im Amt*ricaii oonipiinj' uro uctuully making

boringR todisc'over th»» oil wi-IU.

Natural Oas and Mineral yVaters occur abuiiduntl> in thn fUtin- VHlloy

of the St. liKwrenco tiom Thioe Ifivori* to !>iiko Chanipiain,n rogion which al«o

contains iiiijn«'nHt' poat l)Oju:8, cupabhj of I'uniishing a fiud which wan «>v<mi "ih^vI

for a c«rtai.i time by the Giunii 'I'rnnk Itailwuy tor orii» iocoiaoiivos.

(tranile lii tho Fi.ike St. -loiin region, th<'ro is a rod granito siip.irior to

thrt Sooloh article ; it lakfs a njiit^ndid polish and (iin ho t>xtr.i"'ted in hlookH

of any aiao. Uiir grey granite ofSiartsttad is already largely used for ImiUlin^ and

ornamontal purpones a;id alao takes a fino poliHh.

SerpeiiUne hi tl^^^ Eastern Townsliips and the rf^gionof fho Notre Dame
mountains, t^ntirc laoiuitains am compo.sed ol' this niarhU*. which occurs in

•uch large qjuantitioH as to permit of its iis.^ not only lor orna'ucntal, hut for

building pui'itucrth.

According to th« data collected to duto, it may ho assorted without Mxagce-

ration that the proviuco of tiuehec emhracet' I.(MJ(),0'KJ aorfs of, iron-boariag

lamls, .)()(V*'Jd seres of |ihosi>haLo laniln, l(M),()iM) aorog of asbestos Irnds ; 5U,()U(>

acres of copper lands, ltM»,(MH) acres of aurilorous lands, and M),nUI) acres of oil

landsjor a total of 2,0110,1)1)0 acres ot mineral lan'ls containing workable <lepo8iL8.
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SOIL.

As regards the (jiiality of the soil, our provint^e may be ilividinl into three

distirn't regions : the region of the Limrenti<les, the ic^inn of the Ka^toni

Townshii)s, and the valley ol tlie St. Lawrence properly so termoil, to which our

geologists hnvo given tlie name of the Champaign region.

fho hard rotks of the Lanrentides are intersected by numerous bands of

crystalline limestono, which, by their softnosa and decomi'Osition, have given

birth to a great number of valleyH ot fertile soil. ThH slopes of thr hills are covered

with a layer of vegetable mould sup[iorting ati app.'irentlv atiundaiit vegetation ;

but this soillias been partially destroyed by tire in the clt^arings, which luia left

the rock exposed. In the river valleys and bottoms of thi- gi^at plateau, there

are, however, consiilerable tracts of good land, with i <leep soil and densely

wooded. IJere ia found the greater part of our forest domain, esjyecially those

splendid forests of pine and sij>ruce whi< Ji supj)ly the f>xf)ort trade and furnish

to the province its principal soijtce of iev,'t>nne, n/'xt to the Federal subsidy.

The lands of the Eastern Townships emb"<ie.e all tlie ruountainous re-

gion from the Vermont frontier to the eastern extremity of the provmce.

Lik^ those of the Laurontides, thes« landi are formed iVom crystalline rooks,


