
witliiii a runge of many miles from this

spot. Two bitiTS indeed were still

standing, a fact which is perpetuated

in the title of " Old Bai ns " so long ap-

))lie(l to the l)art of Truro wliere the

buildings stood. This name, with its

historic value, remained till some rest-

less innovator 'iro-'-'e in the si!ttlenient

and succeeded in burying it under

the new tangled title of ''Clitlon."

Aftfu- the expulsion of the Acadian

French, many of thesi! i)i'oplo who had
;

escaped to the woods, or had returned
j

from exile, were found to be hovering
j

around their old homes— a circumstance i

which occasioned much alarm to the

Local (xovernnuait of tlio d.^y.

At this time C<t])o Jireton Itelonged
j

to France, and the Guvernors of Uu^i

Island were constantly plotting against,
i

the i)eace of Nova Scotia, using the
i

Acadans and the Indians as tlieii

instruments. The route lay between

Tatamagouche and the upper wateis of

the liay. A short portage between the
j

sources of theWaugh River and of the

Chaganois, as it was called, was ail

that imprded the passage of canoes

between Cape Breton and the Bay of
|

Fundy, By this route, and by the

'

Shubenacadie Lakes, an expedition was

projected against Halifax, when *-hat
j

town was only a few years iu existence, !

which.if it had been as vigourously i^ar-

rie,'] out as it was ingeniously planned,

might have had a disastrous effect u[ion

the infant colony.

The alarm felt by the Loc il Govern-

raent appears to have extemled to Eng-

land and to have given rise to the policy,

then ado|)ted, of having tlni vacant lands

settled by a race of Piotestants who
had no injuries to avenge, and who
might be counted on as loyal subjects of

the Crown. Very consiilerable sums of

money were ex[)ended by the Im[)erial

Government in this service. Special

inducements were oli'ered to immigrants,

such as transport to the Province,

grants of cleareiJ lands, and aid in the

first years of settlement. In this way

in the year 17G0 were settled Granville

iind Cornwallis, Annapolis, Horton|

and Falmouth. Early in ITOl New-
port was settled, and in the latter part

of the month of May of that year a
body of immigrants landed in this

Township, and another in Onslow,

The intervening liiuds between Newport
and Truro on one side of the Bay and
between Onslow and Lconomy on the

other, were left for subsequent years.

The first settlers at Truro consisted of
.')3 families, comprising in all 120 souls.

They had couie oiiginally from the

north of Ireland, having tirst immigrat-

ed to New Kamiishire. After a short

stay ihoro/, hearinij of the inducements

to settle iu this Province, they agreed

to come on to Truro, under the guid-

ance of Colonel McNuu, wiio,for sever-

al years, was e\'ensi\cly (Migagml in

carrying out the projoots of the I'bitish

Governmeno for settling: tlie Province.

The immigrants had with them 117
head of cattle, their (arming im|)lements

and IiouhhIioM utensils, together with

seed corn and potatoes. Government
sup])lied the transuort. The voyage
from New England was tedious. The
siiiijs were detained by contrary winds
and it was well on to the end of INlay

before thev arrived at this place.

We can have no ditHculty in [picturing

to ourselves the scene presented to the

eyes ot the new comers. The dykes
built bv the Acailians were broken.

The tide had resumed its sway over the

muddy expanse which extended west-

wardly from the Liwer Pord, so called,

On(; vast sIk et of dreary U'ud Hats

reached from the intei vales cf the Sal-

mon and North Pavers all the way
down to Savage's Island. Al>ove,to the

east, all was wilderness. I'lie lovely

meadows, which now form so tine a
teatine of the scenery on North and
Salmon Rivers, were then covered with

the virgin forest, ot which a few elms

only now survive. From either side of

the Bay, the flats on the opposite shore

were skirted by a forest which extended
away as far as the eye could reach, till

the tops of the trees on the hills were

outlined on the sky. The Hats were
unsightly objects, but they furnished

n


