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The Address-Mr. Friesen

responsibilities as sucb, 1 arn convinced that she will set up
palicies and standards so that the programs meet today's needs
and may be revamped with increased financing if possible.

Mr. Dupras: 1 would like ta put a second question ta my
colleague from Shefford (Mr. Lapierre). In view of the disen-
cbantment which is felt now by the students, at least in the
Province of Quebec, about the administration of the grants
program, 1 wonder if this would not be a good opportunity for
a new ministry ta deal with this question which is so important
for the Quebec student, and perhaps put under the federal
jurisdiction the administration of the grants programs for the
young students of Qucbec at the secondary, collegial and
university levels should again came under federal jurisdiction.

Mr. Lapierre: Mr. Speaker, 1 think my colleague has just
raised a vcry important point; there was reference ta access ta
post-sccondary education a littie earlier, and 1 must say that
the wbole question of boans and grants ta students bas become
very important. At the presenit time, we are aware of ibeir
dissatisfaction not only witb the administration but also with
the criteria, and the major contribution of tbe Canadian
government ta that field is very well known.

1 knaw discussions about loans and grants are taking place
at the presenit time. Pcrsonally, 1 would like the situation ta be
clarified. And if the Canadian government is involved in the
program, 1 wish the money would be given directly ta the
student, as it is donc evcrywhere else in Canada. For that
reasan, 1 think the whole situation should be rcvicwed because
1 doubt even 10 per cent of Quebec students arc awarc the
Federal govcrnmcnt contributes ta their boan and grant pro-
gram. Moreover, bcing very likely anc of few members still
paying back bis boan, 1 can say tberc are numerous administra-
tive problems rigbt now. 1 must admit 1 neyer rcceivcd any
pampblet or letter telling me about tbe Canadian government
contribution ta aur loans and grants. ln tbat regard, wbcn 1
underlined tbe nccd for governmcnt information, 1 did s0
because 1 arn canvinced tbis is anc measure wbicb sbauld be
taken. Our duty is cicar in tbat area and if possible wc sbould
make tbe criteria mucb more just and equitable.

[English]
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Guilbault): Arc tbcre any otbcr

questions or comments? Debate. The Hon. Member for Sur-
rey-Wbite Rock-Nortb Delta (M4r. Friesen).

Mr. Benno Friesen (Surrey-White Rock-North Delta): Mr.
Speaker, 1 always thougbt that smuggling in tbis country was
a criminal offence until 1 beard tbe Hon. Member for Labelle
(Mr. Dupras) ask tbose questions of the Hon. Member for
Scbefferville.

An Hon. Member: Sbefford.

Mr. Evans: Tbat is a Freudian slip.

Mr. Friesen: Tbe Hon. Member bas legalized a profession
wbicb bas been frowned on everywbere cisc in the country. But
1 guess wbcn you are running out of imaginative ideas, tbat is
not a bad twist.

1 take pleasure in speaking in tbis debate on the Speecb
from the Tbrone. It is getting ta be a rare privilege in tbis
country ta be able ta speak in reply ta a Speech fram tbe
Tbrone. Wbcn 1 first came bere nine and a baîf years aga, tbe
first session lasted two years, and at that time that was a
record in tbe Commonwealtb for a Parliament before tbere
was anotber Speecb from the Tbronc. Tbat, bowever, was nat
good enough for the Government. It wanted ta establisb a new
record. 1 suppose it wants ta become tbe Wayne Gretzky of
parliaments and have the longest strcak going. Tbis anc bas
been ncarly four years long.
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As 1 say, it is bccoming a rare privilege ta be able ta spcak
in a Tbronc Speech debate. 1 say tbat not entirely in jest
because tberc is a real feeling that the rarity of Throne
Speeches is diminisbing aur opportunities ta speak on issues of
comprebensive global and international importance. Supposed-
ly a Tbronc Speecb will set before us a blueprint for action by
the Governmcnt. If tbe Government follows the blueprint,
Canadians bave an idea of tbe direction tbe Government plans
ta take. But wbcn tbcrc is no blueprint, tbcrc is no way of
knawing and tbe Gavernment can, belter-skeltcr, bring in
legislation; willy-nilly it can follow any direction because there
is no direction. I tbink it is a subtle denial of aur rigbt ta
participate in debate over tbe direction of tbe country when
the Govcrnment dacs not bring forward annually a Tbrone
Speecb debate.

1 want now ta spcak ta the amcndment ta the motion before
us, Mr. Speaker. It is very emphatic in tbat it says:

"This House regrets to inform Your Excellency that your ministers have failed
[o propose measures that would resuit in Iasting and equitable solutions to the
hardships imposed by the high level of chronic unemployment that is being
experienced in ail reglons of Canada as a consequence of years of economnic
mismanagemnent by your ministers'"

Then tberc is a subamcndmnent whicb says:
-"nd their insisten..e upon~ fighuing inflatio~n by deliberately throswing hun-

dreds of thousanids of Canadians out of work."

1 can imagine that Members sitting in tbe Gavernment
benebes migbt tbink tbat motion is toc, severe and sweeping,
espccially the words 'deliberately tbrowing bundreds of tbou-
sands of Canadians out of work". At first bbusb it might sccm
ta be too extreme because I think ail of us recagnize that there
is an international economie problcm and distortion in tbe
econamies of almost every country in the warld. In my own
province of Britisb Columbia there are severe economie prob-
lems, the blame for wbicb we would not nccessarily and
immcdiately bay at the feet of this Government. There are
problems in tbe lumber industry because the bousing industry
is down. There are problems in the B.C. coal industry because
steel milîs in Japan and other countries are sbut down. There
bas been a decline in tbe demand for B.C. mineraI produets,
and a bigh invcntory of processcd salmon because people are
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