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The Address—Mr. Lapointe (Lotbiniére)

ment our whole-hearted support in any mea-
sures or actions which he may desire the house
to take at this time.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: May I express
to the leader of the opposition (Mr. Hanson)
my own very deep appreciation, and equally
that of the government as a whole, of his
kindness in availing himself of the earliest
opportunity to offer to the government his
support and that of his party in such action as
the government may deem it necessary to take
at this critical time. My hon. friend’s words
were not unexpected; I felt that we should be
able to rely upon his helpful cooperation at
a time such as this.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

ADDRESS IN REPLY, MOVED BY MR. HUGUES LAPOINTE
(LOTBINIERE) AND SECONDED BY MR. JAMES
SINCLAIR (VANCOUVER NORTH)

The house proceeded to the consideration of
the speech delivered by His Excellency the
Administrator at the opening of the session.

Mr. HUGUES LAPOINTE (Lotbiniére)
(Translation) : Mr. Speaker, I appreciate as a
high privilege the great honour which the
Prime Minister has kindly conferred upon me
at the beginning of this important session of a
new parliament.

In my name and on behalf of those who
have elected me as their representative in
this House, I wish to tender him my heart-
felt thanks.

There are here many new members who,
like myself, have been summoned for the
first time to the nation’s parliament, and I
am pleased to note that youth has secured
its just share of success at the last election.
Indeed, the Canadian Parliament has not
since a long time numbered so many young
men among its members, and I believe that
the nation is justified in being glad of that.
I am sure that their presence will not have
the effect of dividing this House into groups
made up according to age disparities but
that it will rather insure a greater under-
standing of the serious problems which will
be laid before us. It is essential, during the
troublous and difficult times in which we are
are now living, that the government should
have the cooperation of citizens of all ages
and classes. What the new members lack in
experience will undoubtedly be offset by their
sincerity in the performance of their duty
and by their desire to dedicate all their talent
and energy to the service of their country.
The post-war period will give rise to prob-
lems disturbingly acute, the impact of which
will unavoidably be felt more severely by
youth than by any other class of the popula-
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tion. On their solution will depend the
future well-being of our generation and of
those which are still unborn.

We feel that we are cooperating in a great
and useful work, and the clouds which are
now darkening the world’s horizon heighten
the sense of responsibility which is an in-
herent part of our mandates.

The Right Honourable the Prime Min-
ister achieved, on March 26 last, the greatest
personal victory ever won by a government
leader in Canada. No mark of confidence
from the electorate has ever been so striking.
The collective spirit of the Canadian nation
found its expression in the recent vote and
the prime minister’s victory was the triumph
of common sense. The government’s war
effort has been appraised and the people
have endorsed it with a clear-cut verdict. For
those of us who are from the province of Que-
bec the last election had a particular signi-
ficance. It indicated that the province trusted
her representatives; indeed, she gave an un-
mistakable proof of that trust on two occa-
sions. The vote of March 26 was merely
a confirmation of the verdict of October 25,
when certain political leaders thought it clever
to wage a provincial campaign on federal
grounds, and I must say that we had a feel-
ing of legitimate pride, during the last elec-
toral campaign, when we heard that in some
other provinces the contest was being waged
on the slogan “Do like Quebee, vote unity.”
The vote in Quebee has shown that the prov-
ince is just as mindful of her duty as she is
jealous of her rights.

The unanimous approval which the Cana-
dian people gave to the prime minister’s
policy has made his government truly
national. The compact majority which sup-
ports him is not made up of loosely connected
groups. It represents the whole country.

The government’s victory has still another
significance. It has shown that abuse and
insult, and malicious personal attacks are not
looked upon with favour during a ecritical
period like this one and that the people will
not allow their best servants to be slandered
with impunity.

In the constituency of Lotbiniére, which
has done me the honour of clecting me, as
happened in several other constituencies, the
contest was on the question of our participa-
tion in the war. The answer has been un-
equivocal and I am proud to transmit it to
this House.

Upon this question of participation in this
great conflict, I should like, Mr. Speaker, to
quote the words of an eminent preacher
whose sermons and lectures have been heard
by distinguished audiences in Montreal during
these latter months. On April 5th, Rev.
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