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oiei reconstruction of our country without
any interference in European affaira.

There is another very strong reason why
this Parliament should not ratify the Treaty,
and that is the unconstitutionality of au-eh
approval en our part. We are limited by
the Britishi North America Act, according
te, wbich wèe have no power te biüd Canada
te military 'participation beyond our own
territory, except for its own defenee; and
we are seeking te so bind Canada when we
unde rtake te ratify the Treaty. It is net
necessary to discuss this question at any
great length. It seems to me that the mere
enunciation o! it is sufficient; te show the
soundness of the proposition that we have
no power to bind this Dominion to participa-
tiýon in military matters outside our own
territory. It la true that the Prime Min-
ister on Tuesday told us that Canada had
acquired a -new -international status since
the Peace Conference. But, Sir, I sheufd
like to knew what changes were brought
about. I should like te know* if ourl con-
stitutional relations with Great Britain have
been affected by the Treaty, and, if se, wha%
the changes are. 1 arn eonvinced, Mr.
Speaker,.that we have absolutely nopower
to assumze such obligations as are-piroposedl
lu the Peace Treaty, and particularly i .the
Covenanit of the Le-ague of Nations, and that
in so assuming them we shall be violating
the'provisions e! the, Constitution that gev-
erns uis. It is n-ot,%.thin our power te alter
the, Constitution which we 4ave received
,!rom the, Imperial,, Parliament, and without
hesitation I express the sincere opinion that
we should net ratify the Peace Treaty, or, at
any rate, that we should 'net enter the
League of N~ations. We are net a nation
lnu the: interna.tional, ýsense ef the word.
Consequeéntly,, we have no power to assume
the obligations of a.nation apy more than
wve can enijoy the rights,, powers and privi-
leges-of a nation. If ever a war happons
in which the great principles cf justice and
bumanity. aïre at stake, I amn sure that we
will bel r 'eady to giye our voluntary partici-
pation As we have 'in the past. Why .aheuld
we tieiour hai.de,,pnd net keep ow~ liberty

.-Wh~en.our international influence.ié se light-
ly thought of that the Isuperial authorities

* would have forgotten us-had.-it niot been for
the, strong rep'resentations made by the
Prime Minister?' Why should we insist un-
der tee circumatances upon talking part in
a treaty by which we are assuming un-
limitedt responeibii4ties withont any com-.
pensationP For mysel!, I arn very much in-
clined to rote againat the Treaty because

the Treaty contains the Covenant of the
League of Nations.

Now, I arni coming to a mnoet important
eubject which should, above ail, -occuPy
publie attention at the pregent time,-the
coat of living. The general1 unrest in this
country is, in great sneasure, the resuit o!
the high cost -of living. *We cannot expect
any improvement in the situation unles
we spply the necessary remnedy. As long as
the situation remaina unchanged there will
be strikes and trouble. We catn sttle' a
,strike to-day by meeting the demanda of
the workmen for higher wages but the strike
will be renewed as soon as the prices of food-
stuffs and the necessaries of life are increased,.
There is no justification for such steadiy in-
cresses. There is no justification for the high
cost of living. The speculators and the pro.
fiteers are a.ocording te my@ opinion, mainly
responsible7 for the trouble and it is the duty
of this Government and of this Parliament
to put an end to their criminal extortions.
In my opinion the cold storage is directly
responsible for -the terrible, situation in
which we: find ourselves. The Government
should see ýto it that the accumulation of
food is made for th-- benefit of the public
and not te ite prejudices. The prices o!
foodatuifs are controlled by the cold storages
and in an arbi'trary inanner. They consti,
tute a monopoly -of whi-ch they are taking
reprehiensible adivantage. It is, simply,
-shameful. If this Government has any
intention of avoiding crime, disorder or re-
volution it la time, if indeed it is net toýo
late, dras'tic measureé should -be taken-
The hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries (Mr. Ballantyne) answeriing. a' qites-
t.ion during the las't session of Parliament,
as te *what was the-intention of the Gov-
ernment concerning the cost o! living, toek!
the RLouse that the Government wks to build&
a large cold etorage. This, Mr. Speaker,
wa§ -an admission on his .part, that cold ator-
gges, are largely concerned fil the ýmatter
of the cost of living. If so, instead of build-
ing cold storages, why not take possession
of those exîsting and then, accumulate food-
stuff for the benefit of the people? I do
not see anýy good reason- for not doing so.
This Government sljould have long ago
taken the necessary sthps to flght, týhe enemy.
ln England, ixi FYance, and ini the United
States the -flght lias: heen on for many
months and the resulta which have been
secured are absolutely satisfactory. Prac-
tically nothingbas been done in this coun-
try yet. It is true the right hon. the Prime
Ministeir ('Sir Robert Borden) gave figurea


