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the royalty on the mined coal. But the fact
of the royalty being ten cents per ton de-
terred the mining of coal upon that land
because a great deal of land had passed
from the hands of the Crown in the early
days without any condition of royalty, and
as there was plenty of such land to furnish
an opportunity for coal operators the ten
cents per ton royalty was a bar to develop-
ment. The $10 per acre price afforded an op-
portunity for speculation and the ten cents
per ton royalty was a bar to development.
In 1907 the regulations were changed s0
that ooal lands would not 'be sold, so that
only the right to the coal could be acquired
and that under leaae at a rentai per year.
At the same time the royalty on coal to be
mined was reduced from ten cents to five
cents a ton upon such leased lànd, the re-
suit of which. was that the man who wanted
to acquire coal land for actual development
found lis opportunity improved by the
change in the regulations because he ac-
quired the right to operate by the payaient
of a yearly rentai and on bis operation hie
paid only half as much royalty as in the
fcrmer case.

Mr. FOSTER. If my hon. friend- wili ai-
low me to interrupt him for a moment, oniy
for the sakie of getting clearly at this legis-
lation-the minister will see that this is
just the same as if he brought down fifteen
Biilsyand put them before tWýe House with
the idea that the House would legisiate
upon them. If they were Bis they would
be on file and every member would have
the Bis and could study their provisions
and go along with the minister in his ex-
planations. These orders in council have
been brought down, they have been put on
the table of the House, but the cierk bas
put them in bis capsejous pocket and spirit-
ed tbemi away, and from that hour up to
this not a single member of parliament bas
seen one o! them unless hie bas been cur-
ious or wise enough to get at them and
look into them. Under these circumstances
it seems to me that it is absolute blindness
for us to pass fifteen Bis reaily simply
from the minister's explanations, which. are
plain enough, but, although we listened to
the explanations we cannot form a judg-
ment upon tbem because tbey are diffuse,
and there are too many of tbem. In some
way or other, if legisiation like this is to
take place, orders in council ought to be
treated the same as Bis, printed and put
before the members so that we could have
them the same as Buis. This just occurs
to me; it is ail a blind piece of work to me;
I try to foliow it as nearly as I can, and I
think the samne would be-true with regard
to rnost members of the Huse. It is im-
portant legisiation. Does the minister not
know any way by which. he could suggest
a more intelligent consideration of the mat-
ter than thisP I suppose these orders in

council are fairly voluminous, are they, or
are they rather short?

Mr. OLIVER. Tbey are not very long.

Mr. FOSTEIR. Theii I wili suggest to the
minister that it would make things f ar bet-
ter if hie would print a stated number of
them so that each member of the House
wouid have his copy the samne as hie wouid
have a Bill and then in a littie time take
them up. Does the minister not think that
wouid be a better wayP

Mr. OLIVER. There is no objection, I
know of, to foliowing the hion. gentleman's
suggestion, but I may say that I am merely
following the terms of the statute and th,3
precedent of other years.

Mr. FOSTER. If we had not so many of
them thrown at us at once it woul-d not
be so bad.

Mr. OLIVER. We bave every desire that
ev--ry member should have the fullest in-
formation. These regulations have been
printed for the information of every person
interested, and I assumed there was suffi-
cient information in the hands of m'cmbers
to enable tbemn to f orm their judgment.

Mr. FOSTER. Probably the minister bas
a sufficient number printed now.

Mr. OLIVER. Very likely. I do not
know whether there wouid be enough of
th-c order in council in its original form.
but I think we would have suffIcient copies
o! the information which was prepared for
general use.

Progress reported.

CLOTHING 0F DISCHARGED CONVICTS

Sir ALLEN AYLESWORTH. Before the
orders of the day are ,zalled, I would lik-c
to say a word with reference to a matter
that was brought to the attention of the
bouse yesterday by the hon. member for
Frontenac (Mr. Edwards>. It was stated
that some articles had appeared in local
newspapers complaining of the hardship a
prisoner had suffered in being discharged
fiom the penitentiary at Kingston at a
time when the thermometer was below zero,
with insufficient clotbing. On sceing the
article in -the newspaper, I instructed a
report on the subject to be asked at once
from the warden of the penitentiary. That
report has reached m-c this morning, and
I think the substance of it ought to be made
public in justice to the warden. This par-
ti.iular prisoner was released under direc-
tion o! His Excellency as an exercis c o!
clemency a few months before the expira-
tion of bis sentence by effluxion of time.
H1e was a man liable to be deportcd to the
United States, a citizen of the United
States. Ail necessary inquirleýs and ar-
rangements for bis deportation as soon as


