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pany had the right to use the long distance
line of the Bell Telephone Company, a sub-
seriber would have to wait three or four
hours. Is that fair to the subscribers? Our
hon. friends see nothing but the Bell Tele-
phone Company ; but it is the subscribers
who would suffer if you passed this legis-
lation. My hon. friend from Grey (Dr.
Sproule) says that it pays the long distance
line to have these connections. If it pays,
why do not all these companies combine
and build a long distance line. The Bell
Telephone Company started with very little
capital. In 1881 their capital was $500,000.
If these hon. gentlemen have so amuch love
for the farmers of Canada as they have pro-
fessed in the last two days, let them form
a company and subscribe the capital among
themselves and build a long distance line,
instead of coming here and trying to force
the Bell Telephone Company, which has
spent millions to establish long distance
lines all over Canada, to give every little
local company the use of those lines. After
they have built that system, and have given
Canada probably the best system in the
world, it costs them a good deal to main-
tain it. A few farmers agree among them-
selves to have a telephone system, and they
string their wires on trees, on fences, and
on the corners of houses; and every little
company of this kind in the country, with
instruments perhaps 15 years old, is asking

for connection with the Bell Telephone Com- !

pany. If we pass this legislation, we will do
something that is unjust, and instead of in-
creasing the efficiency of the telephone ser-
vice, we shall do it a great deal of harm. I
am in favour of private initiative not only
for the Bell Telephone Company, but for
every other, and the telephone more than
anything else should he a monopoly, but it
should be controlled. In iy own county
the farmers asked the Bell Telephone Com-
pany to establish offices for them, and the
company immediately did so; and to-day,
I think in every parish in my county there
is a telephone office, and the charges are not
exorbitant and the people are perfectly sa-
tisfied. The Bill before us provides that the
telephone service shall be controlled by the
Railway Commission. I have confidence in
that, but I say we should not go any fur-
ther than that. We shall be making bad
legislation if we allow all these little com-
panies in the country to use the long dis-
tance line. We will not only injure the ser-
vice of the Bell Company, but we will do
no good to the smaller companies.

Mr. BOURASSA. I would not have taken
any part in this debate, but for the argu-
ment of the hon. member for Beauharnois
(Mr. Bergeron). He has spoken of his ex-
perience, and I will speak of mine. TUn-
doubtedly the people who founded the Bell
Telephone Company showed considerable
business spirit, and they have made money,
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which I do not begrudge to them. If the
people of Canada at that time had realized
how important the telephone would become,
they wvould not have granted the Bell Tele-
phone Company the powers and privileges
which they did ; and it is just as well for us
to realize now that before long in any eci-
vilized country it will be as absurd to have
any kind of private control over the tele-
phone as it would be now to hand over the
transmission of the mails to a private com-
pany. There is no doubt that telephones
as well as telegraphs will have to be con-
trolled by the state before many years pass.
It is just as well that we should realize
that, and not become advocates of the Bell
Telephone Company, or of this or that com-
pany, be it large or small. We should view
the question from a national point of view.
It may be that it is a little outside of the
question in debate, but I think that every-
thing which tends to the unification of tele-
phone communication and to bring about a
uniformity of transmission over long and
short lines, is a step towards the solution of
this problem which this parliament will be
forced some day to adopt. So far as the
Bell Telephone Company is concerned, my
experience is this, that if it suits their in-
terest they will give communication, but if
it does not suit their interest they will re-
fuse communication. They refused commu-
nication on the north shore of the Ottawa
for many years, although there was only a
gap of 35 miles to their line with Montreal,
on the ground that there would be conges-
tion of business. Two small companies
were formed. At first the Bell Com-
pany disdained them, saying that there
was no -money to be made by them ;
but after a time they found that these
companies were extending their service
and would probably reach Ottawa, and
then they came and immediately completed
their line. The reason they had given dur-
ing fifteen years for not building that line
fell to the ground, because they found that
it was to their interest to prevent the ex-
tension of these two small lines. After these
two lines were established in the county of
Labelle the Bell Telephone Company re-
fused to have any communication with them,
and it took us twenty years to get connec-
tion. The duty of this parliament is to ren-
der it impossible for the Bell Telephone
Company to prevent the establishing of
communication everywhere, and the easiest
possible connections between their lines and
other lines. No doubt from the point of
view of the Bell Telephone Company the ar-
gument of my hon. friend from Beauharnois
is right. Any new industry in the country
will no doubt be established as a private
enterprise at first ; but when it becomes of
national importance, the interests of the
people at large must prevail over the in-
terests of those who have invested their
money in a private corporation. We must



