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pany had tlue rigbt to use the long distance 1 w-hiei 1 do flot begrudge to them. If the
fine of the Bell Telephone Company, n sub- 1-offle of Canada at that time had realized
scriher would have to wait three or four ho\v imaportant the telephione -would hecome,
hours. Is that fair to the subscribers? Our they would flot have granted tie Bell Tele-
hon. friends see nothing but the Bell Tele- Phione Company the powers and privileges
Phone Company ; but it is the subscribers wiich they did ; and it is just as well for! us
who would suifer if you passed this logis- to realize now tint before long lu auy ci-
lation. My bon. friend fromn Grey (Dr. vilized country It will be as absurd to have
Sproule) says that it pays the long distance any kind of private control over the tele-
fine to have those connections. If it pays, phone as It would ibe now to hand over the
why- do not ail these companies combine transmission of the mails to n private coin-
and build a long distance fine. The Bell pany. Tiero is no doubt tint telepiones
Telepione Company started with very littie 1as well as telegrapis will have to be con-
capital. In 1881 tlicir capital was $500,000. trolled by tie state before many years pass.
If these hion, gentlemen have so inuch love Lt is just as well that we should realize
for the farmoers of Canada ns tioy have pro- that, and flot become advocates of the Bell
fessod lu the last twvo days, lot themi forn Telephione Cornpany, or of this or that com-
a comipany and subscribe tie capital among jpally, be it large or small. We should vlew
theunselves and build a long distance une, the question fronu a national point of view.
instoad of coming hiere and trying to forceý Lt may be that it Is a little outýside of the
the Bell Telopliono Company, wbich has qluestion in debate, but 1 thlnk that every-
spont millions to ostabiish long distance thing which tends to the unification of tele-
lines all over Canada, to give every little phione communication and to briug about a
local company the use 0f those fines. After uaiformity of transmission over long and
tlîoy have mut that system, and have given short fines, is a step tûwards the solution of
Canada probarbly tlie best system il c hetis problemn which this parliament will ho
world, it costs tbomi a good doni to main-* foreod some day to adopt. So far as the
tain it. A few farmers ag-ree among them- Bell Telephone Comnpany is concerned, my
selveos to have a tolephone systemn, and they experience is this, that if it suits their in-
string their wires on trees, on fences, and terest tbey will give communication, but If
on the corners of bouses ; and eVery littie it does not suit their interost they will re-
company of this kind in the country, witli fuse communication. They refused cominu-
instruments perhaps 15 years old, is asking nication on the norti shore of the Ottawa
for connection with the Bell Telophono Coiu- for nîanv years, aithougli thiere was only apany. If we pass tuis legisiation, ' e will do gnp of 35 miles to their lino wiljh Monitreal,
soinothing tiat is unijust, and insItead of la- ou the grouad that thore would be coniges-rerasing the efficieacy of flic tolephono ser- tion of business. Twvo small companios
vice, w-e slhah do it a great deal of bamm. 1 were forîned. At fir'st the Bell Com-
in !a favour of private inlitiative not onlly pany disdainied tbem, saying that tiore
for the Bell Telephone Company, but for -,vas no money to bc made by themi
ex-ory other, and the telephono mnore than býut aftor a time they found fiat theso

an eig 1e should be a mionopo]y, but it companies wore extending their service
siould he controlled. 111 my own county and would probahly reach Ottawa, and
the farmers asked the Bell Telephone Comn then tbey caine and immodîately completod
pany to establish offices for thein, and the thoir fine. The reason tiey bad givon dur-
Company imnuediatelv did so; andi to day, ing fifteen yenrs for not building that fine
1 thinkr la evory parish la miy counity tliere feIl to the ground, because they found that
is a telephione office, and tue charges are not it was to their interest to prevent the ex-
exorbitant and tie people are perfectly sa- tension of tbese two small lines. Aftpr tbese
tiqflod. The Bill before us provides that tie two fines were establisbed in tlue county of
telepiono service shall he controlled bv the Labelle the Bell Telepione Company ro-
Raîlwav Commission. 1 have conlkn ce in fused to bave nny communication wlîh tien',
fiat, but I say we should not go any fur- and it took us twenty years to get connoc-
tier tian tiat. 'We shahl be înaking bmd tion. Tic duty of this parliament is to ren-
legîsiation if wve allow aIl these littie coin- dfer it inipossible for fie Bell Telephone
Paies la tlie country to uise the long dis- Company to prevent the estabhisbing oftanice fine. We will nof oîîly injure flue sor- communication everywiere, nnd the easiest
vieO of tie Bell Colinpanv13, but 'ýve will do possible connections between their fiues and
11o t1ood to tue sinaller conupaules. other fines. No doubt froun the point of

view of the Bell Telephone Company the ar-)Ir. BOUJRASSA. I won]d not have taken gument of my bon. friead fronu Beauharnois
anv Part in Éis debate, but for the argu- is riglit. Any new lndustry in the country
ment of the lion. moîniber for Beauharnols will no doubt be establIsbed as a private
(Mr. Bergeron). F1e lias spoken of bis ex- enterprise at first ; but *wben if hecomes of
l)Orionce, and I will spealk of mine. Un- national importance, the intorests of fiE
doubtedly fie people wluo founlded the Bell people at large must prevali over the ln-
Telepione Company sbowed Con, eal terests of those who bave lnvested their
bus iness spirif, and fhey bave mad__oev money in a prîvate corporation. We niust

Mr. BERGERON.
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