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the east. He ald that the eastern membera
of the House were wasting time. I confes
that I expected a good deai more from that
bon. gentleman. I did flot expeet that he
would rIse in a spirit of banter and take
upon himself the riglit to lecture thia aide
of the House upon what la the proper
course to adopt. I think It la the proper
course to adopt to lnaIst that hon. membera
of the House aliould be ln possession of
such Information as they are entltled to.
I thlnk thia la a matter of such gravity that
the government cannot afford to entfrely
Ignore it. These hon, gentlemen sit silent
ln tlîeir places afraid to make a declargtlon
upon a matter that la so pressing ln Its na-
ture that it does not seem to me that a sin-
gle nmoment sliould lie loat ln placing before
the committee the information which la
asked for. If hon. gentlemen were desiroua
to get on wlth the work they would give
the Information that we are asking for. I
regret that we have flot accompllshed more
than we have Up to thîs time, and 1 wouid
aak the hon. gentleman who la now lead-
ing the House (Hon. Mr. Fielding) If lie
thinka it la 'the beat way to get on witli
the work of the committee to pursue the
course which he la pursulng In regard to
thls question. I am sure that there la no-
thing about It that the committee cannot
fairly ask to be given to It. On the other
hand, I am well persuaded that the course
adopted by hon. gentlemen opposIte wlll not
tachlitate the work of the committee.

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). Mr. Chairman,
I would take the liberty of asking the lion.
gentleman who la now leadlng the House
(Hon. Mr. Fielding), ln vlew of the very
serious statement that has been made here
to-nlght, that the present lion. Mînlater of
Marine and Flaheries (Hon. Mr. Préfon-
taine) said that thls divison liad been sane-
tioned by the government, If an Order ln
Councîl lias been passed, or If any action
has been taken by the governinent ln re-
ference to divlding this office, and, furtlier-
more, I would lîke to ask the hon. MînIster
of Public Works (Hon. Mr. Sutlierland) If
It la true that lie voluntarlly handed over
such work as was too onerous for hlm and
that lie was wIllllng to make over to the
hon. Minister of! Marine and Fisherles the
work whicli waa outlined by that lion. gen-
tleman la his speech In Montrent. I would
ask the Finance Mînîster, who Is leading
the House so ably, and ln his own InImIt-
able manner: what are the facta o! the
case ?

The MINISTER 0F FINANCE. I mucli
regret that I am unalile to add anything
to the very valuable Information I have
already contributed to the debate.

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). I wlsli to ask
tlie Mînîster of Public Works (Hlon. Mr.
Sutherland) If the statement made liy the
Minîster of Marine and Fîsheries la true;
that he voluntarily said lie could not carry
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on ail these works and that lie was willlng
to hand over certain of them to bis brother
minister from Quebec.

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
I do not imagine that the statement was
ever made.

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). That la a ser-
loua reflection on ' La Patrie.'

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
So far as I am personaliy concerned I
neyer said to tlie Premier, or to any other
person either ln thîs House or out of It, that
I wanted the portfolio of Public Works or
any other position ln the governinent.

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). Or dld not ask
to be reiieved from these works.

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
If I liad my owu way I do not thlnc I
would occupy any position in the govern-
ment. I consented on the request of the
premier to take the position. I thlnk, Mr.
Chlarman, this matter lias been very fully
dlscussed.

Some lion. MEMBERS. Hlear, hear.
The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.

There are a few Items under the considera-
tion of the House.

Some lion. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.

The premier lias made an announcement
to tlie House on th-is matter. So far as
these Individual Items are concerned they
are mattera o! routine for malntaining the
plant that belonga to, the government, and
whether there should be changes or îlot
it would make very llttle difference. We
have had a very lengthy discussion and wc
know wliat the feeling of the opposition la,
and we miglit proceed witli the business of
the House. When the Prime MinIster is ln
his place, lie wiil make any announcement
lie lias to make ln regard to the matter.

Hon. Mr. TARTE. I did not expect that
this debate would lie raised to-niglit, but
tlie questlon we are dlscuasing la of pretty
large importance after all. There Is no
doulit wliatever that tlie Minlster of Marine
and Fisheries made the speech that lias;
been read to-niglit. The speech was re-
ported word for word verbatim liy Mr.
Haines who was then my private secretary.
It was reported for 'La Patrie' and 'La
Presse' at the saine time.

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). By different re-
porters.

Hon. Mr. TARTE. No, by the saine an.
Some lion. MEMBERS. Oh.
Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). They both mnust

he rîglit then.
Hon. Mr. TARTE. There ls no doubt

whatever that tlie report is altogether cor-
rect, word for word. It was stenographe<I
lu the ordinary way. I had taken charge of
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