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power and general power to a certain ex- much a pledge between the parties as they
tent on the part of the Ministers so that i would be between man and man, and which
the grade and quality should be kept up to should be thoroughly, absolutely and de-
the specifications and terms of the contract. finitely observed ; or, if they are not de-

That brings us to the consideration of the !nite, and at any stage of the progress of
present case. The contract entered In in negotiations the contracting power finds It
1892 was made for five years, and the period is in the interest of the Government to
expired on 23rd April, 1897. The contract make a change in the specifications, then
was to expire at that time if six months' it is the absolute duty of the contracting
notice were given by the Minister of Fi-: power to give the same information to
nance. If six months' notice bad not been every one of the tenderers as he does to any
given ln advance, then the contract would one of the tenderers. What were the speci-
expire on six' months' notice having been fications ? The specifications stated what
given either by the Minister of Finance or was to be tendered for, as follows
by the contractor, each lu his several i Engraving, printing, furnishing and delivering
terest. The notice was given on 26th Sep- to the Government of Canada, as and when re-
tenber, 1896, by the Finance Minister, and quired during the period and on the terms and
the British American Bank Note Company conditions hereinafter set forth:
received notification that on 23rd April next A. Dominion notes;
the cotract would expire. J ust about that B. Postage stamps, stamped envelopes, post
time the British American Bank Note Com-' and le ttead nd s bands;

C. Inland revenue stamps.
pany, through the president of the com-
pany, invited the Finance Minister, who, That was the work to be done, and the
presumably, had the larger interest in this House- will see that it takes in all the work,
matter and who was the person who had exactly on the Unes which have been fol-
under his charge tie arrangement of the lowed up since confederation, exactiy on the
contract, to go down to the place of the line of previous tenders, exactly on the line
manufacture of the bank notes and stamps of previous contracts, and no person who
and look at the establishment, as he might had had any knowledge of the previous his-
wish to see something of the method and tory of tendering for this branch of the
manner in which this work was executed. Dominion's work, had the least doubt but
This was almost a necessary condition, be- that these words meant exactly what they
cause no Finance Minister or any other stated, and what they included, namely,
Minister possesses the least knowledge of that the work, and all of the work, should
the technique of this branch of the busi- be done in the city of Ottawa. That was
ness, and unless he makes himself acquaint- an essential basis in the calling of the ten-
ed with It ln a practical way by actually ders. The usual five years' term was fixed
visiting the establishment and seeing just as the period during which this contract
how the work is carried on, it is impossible was to continue. Section 7 goes on to state:
for any man, I do not care how Intelligent Ail work under the contract-
he may be, to approach the subject fromt
the point of sufficient information. So the That Is the engraving. and printing, and
president of the British American Bank delivering, and so forth.
Note Company courteously Invited the Min- All work under the contract shall be done at
ister of Finance to visit and inspect the 1 the city of Ottawa in such building or buildings
establishment. The Invitation was ae- as are approved of by the Government of Canada.
knowledged by the Finance Minister, as the * * * No contract shall be entered into
papers show, but, so far as I know, he with any tenderer until he hias satisfied the said
never put his head Inside the doors of the Government of Canada that he has, or will have
establishment. This Invitation was given ,by the time he begins the work under the cou-

etract, a proper building or buildirags in Ottawa lu
by the BritishAmerican Bank Note Com- which to carry on the work under the contract.
pany on 16th October. On 19th Ooetober
the Finance Minister called for tenders, get- The usual precautionary clauses are put In
ting an Order in Council on his report au- 1the specifications, and they agree very
thorizIng him to give notice for the termina- nearly with the specifications of the preced-
tion of the old contract and to call for ing tender, and terms of the preceding con-
tenders for a new contract.- Tenders were tract. Section 22 declares: That there
called for on 19th October, anÜ ,the specMif- should be a deposit for bona fides of $5,-
catlon will be found on page 15 ut the blue- 000, and a deposit of $50,000 to remain In
book, and It would be well that hon. mem- the hands of the Government at interest
bers should pay attention to the speelfea- for the due execution of the work. There
tions, because they are the basis of the whole was also the usual clause 23: That the
business, they are the pledge of good faith Government of Canada does not bind Itself
between the power asking for the contract to accept the lowest or any tender; leaving
and the parties who are tendering for the itself entirely free at any stage of the ne-
contract ; and when these specifications are gotiations to act as it considered ln the best
definitely stated it is a rule,. and I thlnk a interests of the country.
wholesome ruie, that these specifications, f o much then for the speeifications upon
which are the basis of the contract, are as which the present tenders were called.


