Mass Media

those who think that if you want to have infor-
Mmation that the public is entitled to, at a cer-
tain point you have to have professional
Secrets respected under strict rules.

There is another point which I would like to
ask as a rider to this. In some Canadian prov-
Inces, the law doesn’t give immunity to the
Newsmen who cover municipal governments
Which are growing in importance.I think this is
Very serious and will become more and more
Serious. Here, for instance, a man can report
.fl‘ om tl.e press gallery anything which is said
I the house and he can’t be sued. Now, if a
Member gets up and says that so-and-so in

oronto or Vancouver is a liar and a thief, and
SO on, the man in the press gallery can repeat
It, can print it, and he is not liable to be sued.

In some provinces in Canada, municipal
Councils are not protected in the same way. So
It creates a very serious problem for coverage

Y the newspaper of the municipal councils. I
think that we are going towards megalopolistic
type of life and I think this is something that
SVentually every province should be
®heouraged to correct because I think it is

Ore and more important to cover municipal
e°}1ncils. Otherwise you are very badly stuck
With some copy that you know is true and the
Man comes and says: “I have no protection.”

Ou take the risk—tradition is in your favour
and I don’t think you would be sued. The
advice we did receive from lawyers was that

€ had no protection except precedents, but

S is not very comfortable, neither for the
€Porters nor the editor.

Mz, Fortier: It is for the lawyer though!

Ysﬁmtor Prowse: The second question is this.

c:“ made mention of Le Monde and am I
Trect in recalling that Le Monde is the news-
APer where the actual working journalists
aVe complete control of it?

aer- Pelletier: Not complete yet. However, they
€ coming very close to it. If I am not mistak-
N as the private shareholders die—Le Monde
the successor of Le Temps and the share-
Olders are pretty old—the shares are given to

wﬁ dy of newsmen and professional people
havo are working for Le Monde. I think they
e

effective control right now.
s"nutor Prowse: Right now?
thM'- Pelletier: Right now. But before they have
fee absolute majority of shares, they have a
Months to go.

wis'mxtor Prowse: I have been very intrigued
5 the suggestion that the way to ensure
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professional independence of the professional
press—I am thinking of the writers—is that
kind of development. Have you seen enough of
Le Monde to be able to give us a suggestion or
give us an opinion as to whether you think the
control of that paper by the professional writ-
ers has in fact produced a better paper, a
better information medium?

Mr. Pelletier: There is no doubt in my mind
about that, in the case of Le Monde.

Senator Prowse: Yes.

Mr. Pelletier: And it is the only one that I
know of. The journalists were very profession-
al and very responsible, but this doesn’t mean
that any member of the newsroom can do
what he wishes. . .

Senator Prowse: No.

Mr. Pelletier: On the contrary. They will be
appointing their own people, but once the man
is in power, he is in power and the other
owners who are the journalists, as a matter of
fact, have to do what he tells them. It is very
good. I am told that there is a second case of
the same kind in Israel—in Tel Aviv there is a
paper which is also run this way and which is
also doing a good job. But with Le Monde, it is
working remarkably well.

Senator Prowse: Thank you.

The Chairman: Are there other questions in
this area in general that anyone has, or should
we turn to a discussion of broadcasting? I
think we will turn to you, Mr. Fortier?

[Translation]

Mr. Fortier: I would still have some questions
to ask on the print medium, Mr. Minister. You
experienced in Montreal, a few years ago,
something which has become very interesting
for the members of the Committee, here, and
that was the launching of Le Nouveau Journal
in competition with La Presse. In your opinion,
what does it require in Canada today, besides
money, to launch in a metropolitan centre,
such as Montreal or Toronto or Vancouver, a
new newspaper?

Mr. Pelletier: A daily?
Mr. Fortier: Yes, a daily?

Mr. Pelletier: Money, I can tell you, it takes 6
million dollars.



