
UNITED KINGDOM
The UK has worked with its partners to increase women’s political participation as voters, candidates and 
effective elected representatives, at subnational and national levels, in many countries including Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Burma and Somalia. In Pakistan, the UK supports efforts to increase the representation of women 
and other marginalized groups in parliament, provincial assemblies and political parties. The UK’s Consolidating 
Democracy in Pakistan provides £31.5 million over three years (2016—19), focusing on improvements in election 
management and operations, parliamentary processes, political-party development, and overall democratic space. 
Ensuring greater voice and opportunity for women to be politically active is a central component in all areas. For 
example, the Programme supports efforts to close the gender gap in voter registration to ensure an additional 
12 million women are able to exercise their right to vote.
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A young woman contributes to a discussion on effective policy at a training organised 
by the Westminster Foundation for Democracy in Abuja, Nigeria in January 2018.
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