
The Joint Statement correctly identifies the need for institutional charmels of participation

by civil soiey.2 9 However, the document also reflects an inherent tension between two

potentially conflicting requirements to effective reporting and monitoring, i.e. adequate

resources, on the one hand, and autonomy vis-à-vis the public authorities, on the other

hand. NOOs facing the issue of resources must find ways of developing an adequate

capacity for monitoring and reporting, without losing their autonomy in the process.

How this potential conflict is resolved is likely to have a significant impact on the

effectiveness and credibility of civil society participation.

A key factor affecting the capacity of civil society institutions to participate effectively in

the mntring and reporting process is the availability of adequate technical resources.

Effective reporting and monitoring requires a judiclous selection of reference materials. 30

It also calis for advocacy skilis and for legai, social anti/or scientific expertise. 3'1 Finally,

monitoring andi reporting reutes a godworking knowledge of thie UN system. NGOs

with imiteti resources may expeience difficuities ini meeting ail of these requirements.

Other factors, sueh as occasionai organisational weaknesses, or the fragility of certain

gas-roots organisations, niay further compromise the capacity of NOOs to conduct


