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SCIENCE TO LEAD THE WAY
It is particularly important for the scientific com-
munity to take the lead in demanding that attention
be given now to these urgent problems, for it is
science and technology that have made possible the
growth of world population to its present levels. A
recent UN report indicates that, while world popula-
tion increased by 50 per cent in the 30 years from
1930-1960, it will increase by about 115 per cent in
the 40 years from 1960-2000, giving a population of
close to 6.5 billion at the end of the century. Without
the discoveries of modern medicine, disease would
have been an important factor in restraining popula-
tion. Without the successes of scientific agriculture,
famine would by now be widespread. Without modern
technology, the high material standard of living of
the industrialized nations, with its attendant rapid
consumption of resources and production of waste,
would not be possible.

When we look carefully at the present predica-
ment of the world, it is quite clear that science and
technology can do much to devise "technological
fixes" which would provide symptomatic treatment
for the day-to-day ills of our society and thus put off
the day of reckoning. We can increase the world's
food supply, reduce population and resource-use by
the recycling of waste, and begin to reduce the rate
of growth of world population by contraception. All of
these actions must be vieorouslv oursued if world

GOALS FOR CANADA
Thus far I have framed my discussion of population
and of future policies in a global context. However,
these problems do have real significance for Can-
ada's domestic actions in the future. It is difficult
for Canadians to get excited about the problems of
population pressure, since we live in one of the most
thinly settled countries in the world and seem to
have endless room for expansion, and so a real

growtn in our total population nas increasei our rates
of consumption of resources and of generation of
waste.

Immigration has always been an important source
of population-growth in Canada and so a clearly
articulated immigration policy will be an integral part
of a Canadian population policy. While it would be
unwise for Canada to end immigration entirely, it
would be foolhardy to believe that a solution to the
world's population crisis, with population increasing
by more than 70 million a year, can be found by the
adoption of an open-door immigration policy by
Canada.


