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By DEnniS Passa

CANBERRA (CP) - Soutn AFRICA’S AM3ASSADOR TO Rusrna;xn ACCUSED THE
COMMONMEALTH OF TRYING TO ‘!GET RID OF'? THE PRETORIA GOVERNMENT ON
SATURDAY AS FOREIGN MINISTERS FROM EIGHT COMMONMEALTH COUNTRIES BEGAN
ARRIVING FOR A THREE-DAY CONFERENCE.

IN A PAID ADVERTISEMENT IN THE RUSTRALIANY A NATIONAL NEMSPAPER)
AK3AssADOR DAVID TOTHILL SAI1DI '‘FOR SOME TIME NOW THE COMMONKEALTH HAS
CLANORED FOR SOUTH AFRICA'S HEAD.}!

$ALYHOUGH OTHER MOTIVES ARE GIVEN OUTs AMONG THEM THE NEED 10
LPRESSURIZE THE SOUTH RFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO NEGOTIATE WITH ITS INTERNAL
OPPONENTSs THE HIDDEN AGENDA 1S GET R1D OF THE GOVERNMENT, ¥}

RLTHOUGH THE ADVERTISEMENT DID NOT MENTION THE COMMONMEALTH COMMITTEE
OF FOREIGN MINISTERS ON SOUTHERN AFRICA THAT BEGINS MEETING IN THE
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL ON MONDAYs THERE WAS LITTLE DOUBY AS TO THE TIMING
OF THE LENGTHY AD AND FOR WHOM 1T WAS INTENDED,

ﬂ SENJIOR CANADIAN EXTERNAL AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN SA1D TOTHXLL'S
ADUERTISEMENT UNDERLINES THE EFFECT COHHONHEHLTH COUNTRIES ARE HAVING
oN South RFRicA,

§$17 SIGNALS THE IMPORTANCE FOR SouTH AFRICA runr THEY HOULD GO THE
TIZE AND EXPENSE TO ISSUE THIS»'' HE snxn. 16]7 INDICATES WE ARE HAVING
AN INPACT, !

THE MEETINGs CHAIRED 3Y EXTERNAL ﬂrrnxns HINISTER Jos CLARKs MILL
DISCUSS ISSUES SUCH AS SOUTH AFRICAYS LINKS NITH THE INTERNATIONAL
FIRANCIAL COMMUNITYs FINANCIAL SANCTIONSs AND MAYS TO COUNTERACT SouTH
RFRICAN PROPAGANDA AND CENSORSHIP OVER APARTHEID.

EIGHT COUNTRIES

CLARK AND THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF ﬂusrnaans GuranAs IND1IAY Hxs:nxas
TANZANIAs ZANBIA AND ZIMBABME MILL MEET IN A DOWNTONN HOTEL IN CANBERRA
= A NELL-PLANNED CAPITAL CITY BUILT ON THE SITE OF AN OPEN RANGE WHERE
GRRZING SHEEP AND KANGAROOS ONCE ROAMED,

FINELY MANICURED STREETS EMANATE IN A SPOKE-LIKE FASHION FROM THE NEN
PARLIAMENT House ON CAPITAL HILL ON ONE SIDE OF A LAKEs AND THE SAME
PATTERN 15 REPEATED FROM THE VerNON (Ci1vY) CIRCLE ON THE OTHER SIDE.

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS COMMITTEE WAS CREATED 3Y THE UANCOUVER HEADS OF
GOVERNMENT MEETING IN 1987 70 PROVIDE FURTHER COMMONKEALTH OBJECTIVES
ON SOUTHERN AFRICA.

THE CANBERRA CONFERENCE 1§ THE FOURTH AND LIKELY FINAL MEETING OF THE
COMMITTEE 3EFORE 1T PREPARES A REPORT FOR THE NEXT COMMONMEALTH KEADS
OF GOVERNMENT MEETING IN KuALA Lunpurs MALAYSIAs IN OCTOBER.

IN THE ADVERTISENENT ENTITLED SoutH AFRIcAN OPINION: A PERSONAL szu
By DAviD TOTHILL) THE AMBASSADOR WARNED OTHER COUNTRIES THAT THEY COULD
ONE DAY FACE THE SAME PROBLEMS AS SouTH AFRICA’S,

CiuaT I'M SAYING 1S THAT 1F SouvH RFRICA 1S TODAY'S POLECAT)
YONMORON'S COULD WELL 3E AUSTRALIA OR CANADA OR SOMEONE ELSE AND
PRECEDENTS ESTABLISHED IN RESPECT OF SOUTH RFRICA WILL NOT 3E
FORGOTTEN, !

POSSIBLE BOYCOTT

ANOTHER 1SSUE LIKELY TO BE BISCUSSED DURING THE CANBERRA MEETING 1S '
POSSIBLE 30YCOTT OF NEXT YEAR'S COMMONMEALTH GAMES IN AUCKLANDs NEW
ZEALAND) BY BLACK AFRICAN COUNTRIES UPSET ABOUT BRITISH CRICKETERS®
PLANS TO PLAY IN SOUTH AFRICA DURING THE NEXT TWO SEASONS.

SoME AFRICAN COUNTRIES HAVE SUGGESTED A BOYCOTT IF THE BRITISH
GOSERNMENT DOESN'T CONDEMN THE TOUR., THE 4386 EDINBURGH COMMONMEALTH
CAMES NERE SER1OUSLY DISRUPTED BY AN AFRICAN 30YCOTT OVER BRITAIN'S
SPDRTING LINKS W1TH SouvH AFRICA.

IN LaTE JUNEs CLARK ANNOUNCED CANADA NOULD TIGHTEN 1TS 3AN ON SPORTING
CONTACTS MITH SOUTH AFRICAs EXTENDING IT TO INCLUDE ALL SUCH CONTACTS
ANYHHERE IN THE WORLD.

CLARK 1S TO MOLD A MORKING DINNER TONIGHT IN CANBERRA WITH THE OTHER
FOREIGN MINISTERS. THE OFFICIAL CONFERENCE OPENING 1S SCHEDULED FOR
HDNDAY MORNING AT THE PARLIAMENT HousE.

THE MEETINGS CONCLUDE NEDNESDAYs AND CLARX IS SCHEDULED TO HOLD
STLATERAL TALKS THursDAY W1TH AusTRALIAN ForE1GN MINISTER Gak:ru EvANs.

IN 3ETHEENs CLARK 1S 7O WEET RusTRALIA PrIne MInisTER Bod ‘HANKE AND
ATTEND A DINNER HOSTED 3t Gov. GEN. BiLL Hardewn.
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