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Jormsom In the new pamnngs thers oTC Aré some
_small pieces of metal, as hailin Hail oif -
Coastline and icé in Iecheig, but there are no ‘
chains, no coco-matting. It has come down
mostly to plywood and paint made tb work in
great sympathy by a gréat deal of gouging.
Down to this coalescence to use the meteorolo--
gical term for che forminyg of rain in cloudsup
ta the point of falling, What do you thmk '
brought this aboute

EWEN: All ofthc picces in the ﬁrst cxlubmon at
Carmen's of this more or less uolo;_,unl work
phemomena picturcs, were hand gouged. But
then'a friend in Toronto said, T have an electri-
cal router and why don’t you try that. I wasa
litele suspicious, I still had the old almmr
academic idea - well, I don’t know aboue -
machinery vouknow. But hé said borrow my
router and try it and if it suits you you can buv
it. Which s what happened. As soonas 1
started to usc it I found that by this inethod.of
knecling down with it I could really draw quite.
frecly with it. And that is how the next
exhibition came about, the recent cxlnbmon of
weather coastline paintings.

JouNsoN: Coastlines, Were vou tlunknu., of
parucular coastlines when you dld these \mrks"

ewen: The coastlines of the new paintings I gat
“fromavery pocnliar book. Itis a Japanese
warine book and it is tied togethor with string

like shaclaces. And [like tosee people come up

and look at the cmstlmc picces and sav; oh,
that's certainly the coast of British Columhm,

Hail on Coa.c}l}ri 1974
acrylxc and aluminum on ply\\ ood, ‘
62" x120" , ) ) Cosh

or that so looks like the coast of Nova St¢otia;
In fact [ have always since [ was aboy hada
penchant for things Japanese. There wasa.

¢oincidence. We happened to mect the secre-

tary to the Japagaese ambassador onc timc when
" hewas in Montreal, and he camic to dinner at

our house, And he brought gifts for cach of us.

,bomgthmg for my mother, chocolates for my-

sister 1 rcmcmber, and whiskey for iny tathcr
which was very appropriate, and nppropnatc
thouzh [ didn’t realize how much, he gaveme a

book oit Hiroshige. You know we have dit-

ferent hooks when-we are boys and thisis one
Iiked a lot and kept goitig back to. It deals wich

- coastlines and wich islands arid with rain. And
you know thg]qpancsc attist’s method was togo

out into the raiu or to obscive a tree or a bird

" oraflower or a wave but he would never try to

dcp\ct it then. He would snupl\ observe itand

Avhien hehad captured enough of itin all levels
“of his being, then he would go back and do it.

So it has all sort of come around, the pheno- |
mena part and the weather part and these catly

iloves and interests. And thmk this brings us
‘about up to date with my new. paintings. Tlu v
‘aré.more weather as such: And in tetims of - ,
~materials I think you éan write it down mostly °
to that large shect o “plywood worked upon -

with the router. Km-clmo inn clic middle of the

i painting with that gouging nuachine. It was like
faexercise, a physical exereise in almost an
“oriental position. This,being in the center of the
_work instead of standing up opposite it is so
.micha part of the process. Although chis only

- pweN: Y
_expanse of the water, on the ishinds, it is also

dark as it

.>truck m¢ aitcrl fouud m)'sclf domb it .

{JOHNSON Yes that must be a reason for the s¢ nse’
-of space, F mean of earth, of n'oposphcrc. Ot a

place where there is rain.

s it is rain coming dowrion thc

coming at youat various velocities and densities,
up as well as down. Lenjoyed chat one,

' JonNsoN: We have hardly ntentioned the other

new paititings such as that lony scroll of rain;
Cvirstal Trip, and Hail on Coastline wlmh
is really much different,

EWEN: Yesi it hasa stratige sereriity. As ify yoir
could stop the hail process and look at: it and
examine’ lt.

IOH\SON But that is more hkc haxl

EWEN ch itis more what hail teels like because
Tail is of course concentric circles. '

Yesitis an onion rcad.

JOHNSON;

Water with its big white grey paifited
sk y muigrcy ocean asid brown ochre

Qonges ctting ~ky into \mp ummq«farl into hth

_of rain, thedrriting of raii. Raitt falls dnd spreads on

yeur, /on head, right the, before it beconies some-

{[Huqm Ist "I/h be qumuh\ arid \nnu mq rain. It is. mul

Nies and h\?hl ivith your puupnon of if,
the kot edge of rain: Rainfulf from its codlescing
fal/ and ﬁlfmq you withrising, the pottei o/ rain, It
is initiation rain. rain of the song: 1 want ram Itis
the umm’ram amd it is rain.
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