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ionrisom :In the new paintings there• are:some 
,smalifieces of metal, as hail in Hall  on .  - 
Coastline and icé in Iceberg, but there are nO, • 
chains, no coco-inatting. It has come•doWn 
mostly to plywood and paint made tb workin 
great symPathy by a great deal of goitg,ing.: • 
Domin to this coalescence to use the meteorolo- • 
gical term for the forming of rain in clouds.up 
ta the point of falling. What do you think • 
brought this about? 

EWF:N: All  of the pieces in the first exhibition at 
Carmen's of this more or less ecological WOrk, 
phenomena pictutes, were hand gétiged.  But 

 then'a friend in Toronto  said, I have en electri-. 
cal router and why don"t you try that. I was a 
little suspicious, I sti ll  had the old alniost 
academic idea - well, I don't know about • 
machinery  sou know. But  he  said borrow my 
router and try it and if it suits yOu  von  can buy 
it. Which is what happened.  As  soon as 
started to use it I  fourni  that by this method.of • 
kneeling down with it I cotild really : draw-  onite 
freelY With it. And that is  hàw thc next •, 
exhibition came about, the recent  exhibition of  
weather coastline paintings. 	• 	• 

JonNsoN: ..."oastlines..Were youiliinking of 
particular coastlines when you did these m-orks? 

EWEN: The coastlines cif the new paintings I got 
from a very pi.seuliar  book.  It is a Japanese 
Marine book and it iS tied togetherviith  string  
like Shoelaces. And I like to see people coinc up  
and look at the Coastline pieces and Say .; oh, 	• 
that's certainly the Coast-  of British  Columbia,  

ôr that so looks like  be éoast of Noya. Seotia; . 
In  fail I  have  always since I was a boy  had  a 
penchant for things Japanese: There was a 
coincidence. We happened to-  . meet the secre-
iarY to the Japaptise ambassador  one  time when 
he Was in Montreal, and he came to dinner at 
Our hOuse. And he brought gifts  for  each of us. 
Something for my Mother, chocolates for my 
sister I remember, and whiskey for my father •■vhicli was very appropriate ,. and appropriate 
though I didn't realize.how much, he gave nie a 

. book on Hiroshige. You knoW we have dif-
ferent books when we -are boys and tinS is  one  . 
I liked a lot  and  kept going 'back to. It deals with 

• Coastlines and with islands and with  rai .  And . 
yon know theJapanese attist'S method was to go 
out intO the .raiti or to  observe a tree or a bird 
ôr a dower or a wave b•ut he wOuld neVer try to . 
'depict it then. He would siniply  observe  it.and 
When lichad captured enough of it in all level's . 
' ins being, then he Wbuld go back and  do it. 

o it has. all sort of cômç around; the pheno-
mena part and the wea.  ther part and these eatly 
loves and  interests. And J think this b rings-  us 	• 
about up  to datewith my 'neUr. paintings. They 
'tird mote weather as suCh: And in ustans of -• 
•:materials I think you Can write it down mostly • 
to  that large sheet of -plywood wèrked upon 
with  the router. Kneeling in the middk Of the: 
painting with that gouging naachine..It was like 
'aii . exercise, a physical exercisc  in almost an 
:oriental position.  This  being in the center of the 
. „Work insteiid cif standing up opposite it is so 

a part Of the process. Although this only  

.striick me.  after I found.myself doing it. 	• 

;Toi-iNSON ..:. Yes that must be a reason fOr the se.nse 
space, I Mean of earth, of troposPhere. Of a • 

place where there  is tain: 

‘rt,,s it is rain cenning down-  on the 
. expanse Of the water, on the islands, it is'also 
coining a't you'at various velocities and densities, 
up as well as down. I enjoyed that one. 	- 

JoiirssoN- : We have hardly mentioned the odier 
new pannings such as that long scroll bfrain; • 
Coastal Trip, and Hail on Coastline which 
is really much different. 

EWEN: Yes it has a strange serenity. As ifyou 
could stop the hail process and look atit and 	• 
examineit 

jOliNsOr‘i,: But that is.  More like hail. 

EWEN: Yes it is more what hail feels like because 
hail is of Course concentric circles. 

Joins:s0 :4.... Yes it is an onion I read. • 

Rain OVei..Water with its big white grey painted 
rai,: inakinc. sky and grey OCéall and brown  ,.lire  

•.i;latids ofid:in receiving earth is rain. Its.gren blue 
line is the liOrizon (frain..lt is.the dark s lanting 

. gouges clitting sk y into itr ips, cutting dark itito light, 
ofrain,,theivriting of rain. Rant_talls and spreads on 
):onr.l'Ordlead, right then , befine if  beconiessonte- 
thing.else; the beginning .  and eoiving rain.. it isoraia 

,lark as.  itcOmes and light with yoor perception of it ., 

- the knoW.14. ofrain.'Rain 	from its coalescing 

andfilling you 	the power (frail:. It 
is initiatiourain. rain of theSong: I want rain..It is. 
the wardlain and it is rai. 


