
If the need for and purposes of a public information progra=e in

CLcr:aa by this Department are clear and the obligations are recognized, it

rer.tir:; to be assessed whether the tack is being well planned and undertaken.

Over the years, the services offered by the Depart^,er.t in this field have been

the cbject of considerable criticism, some of it sustained and somme aesultor ,̂^,

some seriously and conscientiously ccnceived, some frivolous or fractious.

The bulk of such cr iticirr-: has come from the press (a tern I am unir.^ to

include other nedia of inforration) but private citizens, partic::'_ari^ from

acacer-ic circles, have also complained of not receiving what they consider

the help due them from the Denartment. It is virtually impossible to assess

the validity of such criticisr: on al.. general and vague basis (a form in wr.ic:

it often appears) and some exxninaticn of the several ways in which information

is ccnveyed to the general public seems called for in order to gauge where the

operation is inadequate, inappropriate or missing.

ZO

:.. ::^ld of international no?.icY, certainly, the above is an u.•:'• r ._^

t:ir.n, since foreign policy can scarcely be developed and

of informed public attitudes of qeneral and lonj,-terr apprcva^^'r

r, -^: -insibility of the Depart.:.ent of F•.xt.eri;al Affair s to play a central and.

st:ri,.us role in supt.lying infor:3tlcn to the public on the affairs of the },orld

is very clear. The establi-hmPnt and conduct of foreign affairs are indissî_-:-

linked to the understanding and support vouchsafed by the people.


