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Canada and United States leaders foster dloser ties

Prime Minister Brian Mulroney and Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan met in Washington
on September 25 to discuss the special
relationshîp between Canada and the
United States.

ln a news conference after the meeting
Mr. Mulroney said he was deiighted by
the progress he and Mr. Reagan had made
toward "refurbishing the relationship that
must exist between the president of
the United States and the prime minister
of Canada".

Mr. Reagan praised Canada as a great
friend whose experlence and advice would
be sought in the search for world peace.

More consultation
One resuit of the two-hour meeting was
the decision by the two leaders to hold
working meetings together at least once a
year, and to have members of the Cariadian
Cabinet hold meetings periodicaliy with mheir
United States counterparts.

Canada's new finance minister, Michael
Wilson, began the practice in a meeting

Prime. Minleter Brian Mulroney (left) and
President Ronald Reagan after their meeting
ln the United States' capital, Washinlgton,
on September 25.

with United States Secretary of the Trea-
sury Donald Regan. Mr. Wilson was in
Washington to attend the annual joint
meeting of the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank.

Two days of meetings, beginning on Octo-
ber 15, are scheduled for External Affairs
Minister Joe Clark and United States
Secretary of State George Shultz, in con-
tinuing a quarterly pattern of meetings that
began under the former Uberai govemment.

Mutuel interests
On bilateral issues, Mr. Mulroney and
Mr. Reagan touched on acid rain the
Foreign Investment Revlew Agency, the
National Energy Program, access to the
American market for Canadian exports and
strengthening the Canadien economy.

None of the bilaterai topics was dis-
cussed in detail because they're on the
agenda for the meeting between Mr. Shultz
and Mr. Clark.

Tributs, to space program
After the meeting between Mr. Mulroney and
Mr. Reagan, the two leaders commended
Canadian astronaut Marc Garneau and
two United States companlons for their
contributions to the space launch on
October 5. Mr. Reagan paid tribute to
the Canadarm, a Canadian-bulît robotic arm
used on space shuttie fllghts.

Hallng Canada as the United States' first
satellite partner during the eariy days of
the space program, Mr. Reagan sai he was
proud Canaclians were now involved in the
shuttie missions and expressed the hope
that Canada would contribute to the develop-
ment of a peranentiy-manned space station.

Distinct goals
During the ceremony, Mr. Mulroney empha-
slzed his pro-US stand, but also stressed
Canada's distinct ldentity. "A healttiy, strong
reiationshlp wlth the United States of
America. in no way pro-supposes any degree
of subservienoe on our part. 1 state the Cana-
dian case with vigour, wlth independence


