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moment anl educational board mnay flot find itself confronted witli the
plausibilîties of an interested adyocate of substitution. But the tem-
per of those who govern the adoption of text-books appears to be souud,
aud it le deýscrlbed in the report in a passage which muet be quoted.
IlThe Commnittee," writes Professor Adams, Il i fuliy alive to the im-
portance of malntaining a certain stabiiity in the list of autliorised
text-bookes, and there le no trace of any desire, ou their part to make
capricloue changes, or even to enforce the imimediate adoption of a new
book that they find it advlsable to recommend. Ail their regula.
tio)ns ln tlils counection are eminently reasonable, and are based on a
full knowledge of the prevalliug conditions." Such iIs the trîbute paid
to a body of men who are undertaking a tas], bc-set wlth dîfficulties of
every klnd sud demnandlug the expeise of many virtuee.

Oui turig to what Professor Adamns lias to say about lEugliali,
we fiud oui-selves iu agreement wlth hie general position. The main
dlficulty lies wlth the subject that goee l>y the dignlfied, naine of
Engliali Compositioni. Important as it le to give chiîdren direct know-
ledge of the ciassica of their own literature, the attalment of ability
to write correct and simple Engîlli la more important stili. There lej
only one mnethod that will resuit lu ablllty to write weil, and that 18
practice. The dldactic exposition of th(. principies o!focle style
lut tndoubtedly profitable up to'~a certain point, and lu the case o! those
wvhoee footing la tolerably sure, lu eimentary things. But the danger
of faitg into artificiai aud stilted modes of expression is a very real
onte when the itext-bo)k of Composition, with its puzzles and niceties, le
made to do> duty for practice lu simple wrlting. The Englieli that
cornes of much training le often laborlouisly produced-laborousiy be-
cause certain stylistie phantomes are coustantly fiitting before the
writer?, mmid sud checklng hie thought-and it lias also a decided
tendeucy to bec nie inic-a thing that lias no glow, that lias,
lndeed1, no life. lte page la emooth, it le true, but its smoothuess miay
be the emnootbnues of a stagnant pond.

The En,1glisl question, like the Estern, le always witli us. lu
1612 John Brlnsiey, the eider, the miaster o! a school lu Leicestershire
that iniy be takien as a fair mpecinieni o! au Engilali grammar school
ln those days, touches on the study o! Engiieli. IlThere seeme unto me,"1
lie sysî, Ilto be a very main waut ln ail our grammar schools geueraily,
or lu the mogt o! themn; wliereo! 1 have heard some great learued men


